Impacts on Young People in Society
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miles (2001) notes that youth is a sociological category rather than a biological one therefore it is seen to be more flexible concept. Osgerby (1998) notes, youths far from being an immutably fixed and timeless stage in human physical and psychological development, the nature of youth varies enormously across time and cultures. There are a number of factors which impact on young people with society being a large influence. Miles (2001) believes that young people are an index of social norms. McRobbie (1993) points out that youth represents a major symbolic investment for society as a whole and for this reason the richness of young people’s experience needs to be addressed in a far more sophisticated manner.  Everyday experience of youth is influenced by three factors, which include Post-modern fragmentation, risk society and globalisation. 
· Post Modernism
Jameson (1984) believes that post-modernism is very much bound up with the global progression of capitalism and the expansion of a global culture which this incorporates.   Jameson (1983) also states that post-modernism is a hopelessly commercial culture, and that culture is no longer ideological. Culture today where young people are concern can be described as disconnect. Commercial culture play a role for young people’s culture, where social media has a significantly large influence on young people within today’s society. 
· Risk Society
Young people are often characterised as ‘Risk takers’. As adults we view risk’s differently to young people as we have experience which teaches us to measure potential risk’s and learn from mistakes. Without experience and knowledge adults and young people view risks differently. Adult’s often find young people’s risk taking disturbing and in some cases dangerous. Miles (2001) states, Social scientist have portrayed young people as excluded risk taking trouble-makers motivated by nothing more than their own rebellious self-interest. 
· Globalisation 
We see the impacts include those of consumerism, family breakdowns, vast leaps in technology development, tribalism (wanting to know its roots), globalisation (one-world), moral decline, incarnational (living it out through public lifestyle and actions) and relational issues – both globally and locally.   
It is difficult to ignore the negative reputation young people have within society. It is difficult to ignore the negative media coverage young people receive. The recent increase in knife crime is a prime example of this. It has been reported that there is a strong coloration between the funding cuts to youth services and the increase in knife crime and crime rates rising for young people. Young people are profoundly influenced by their society and environment, therefore by investing in young people, youth services and education, society would benefit greatly too. 
These issues and difficulties within society which are influenced by Young people or vies versa then form policy’s and aim and objectives for youth worker’s therefore not only do these key features influence each other they influence youth services and youth workers practice.
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