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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
The predominant legislation for safeguarding adults in Wales is Part 7, sections 126-129 of the  Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A2014). These sections make clear, the definition of ‘an adult at risk’, the duty to investigate concerns or suspicions of an ‘adult at risk’ and duties to intervene when adult is at risk. 
These may need to be weighed alongside the Mental Capacity Act 2005 and the Human Rights Act 1998. Under section 1 of the Mental Capacity Act 2005, we must assume capacity for adults unless proven to lack capacity. Under the same section adults have the right to ‘make unwise decisions’ and under section1(2), an Adult with the mental capacity has the right to refuse services. 

The Articles of the Human Rights Act 1998 support this, for example, Article 5 the right to ‘Liberty and Security. Therefore, under SSWB(W)A 2014, Part 7, S.126, (2), (b) our duty to assess SSWB(W)A 2014 Part 7, S126, (2) (a) may conclude the Adult may be ‘safer’ in residential accommodation. However, an Adult with Mental capacity has a right to refuse and therefore any plans of support would need to be created for the Adult in the place where they choose to reside. 

The ‘Wales Safeguarding Procedures’ (WSP) section 3, parts 1-5, give instructions on how to follow the Process of ‘responding to reports’ of an Adult at risk, collecting Information and how to act on these if necessary.  Whilst individual Local authority procedures may differ, these steps are the foundations to ensuring Safeguarding procedures are followed. The procedures are for all agencies to follow and ensure a collaboration of consistent and safeguarding support.  The WSP will also give guidance on the indicators of Abuse. For example, physical Abuse, Bruises or injury. Emotional Abuse, the person may become anxious or withdrawn. Other forms of Abuse to look out for are neglect, Sexual Abuse, Mental and emotional Abuse and Financial Abuse. 
The procedures can give clear guidelines as we can become concerned about respecting an adult ‘right to private life’ that we do not ask questions, or we do not believe we can act if they have capacity and are refusing support. Professionals can still fulfil their duty to protect by offering services to the individual and carers, possibly training for the carers to inform their knowledge of ‘safe caring’. 

Our Local Authority requires commitment to the to protect adults at risk. These policies and procedures are for all staff, elected members of councils and volunteers and external agencies. These place Adult wellbeing and safety Primary to any other concerns. They set out a framework to ensure all people supporting adults at risk have clear guidance of how to do so and all are enforced by the Local Council, Health board and Police. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
Adult safeguarding focuses on people who cannot look after themselves or need support to do so. Children safeguarding focuses on all children, under 18 years of age. Like adults, children have the right to ‘family life’ under the Human Rights Act 1998, article 8. However, if the child is deemed at risk of significant harm from their own or actions of others, professionals must take measures to protect them. For young children this is straight forward as they rely on adults to safeguard them and meet their needs. A child may not wish to be ‘protected’ i.e. they may not want to be removed from their parent’s care, however if they are at risk of harm, professionals will take these steps. Whilst we strive to hear ‘the voice of the child’, their right to be safe, Children’s Act 1998, outweighs the balance and workers must ensure the child’s safety is paramount. 

This can become challenging as children become older and the need for autonomy is necessary for them to develop into adulthood. Professionals and care givers have to balance what is safe for a young person and what they are willing to do. Medically we have Gillick Competence to draw when a young person under the age fo 16 wishes to access medical services without parental knowledge or consent. Whilst consent of an adult legally is required for medical intervention, ‘Gillick Competency’ recognises by not seeking consent the young person may not seek treatment at all.  

For children our objectives are clear. With adults, less so. An adult may not agree or care for the safeguarding measures professionals feel are necessary. Therefore rather than plans revolving around’ what is safe for the child’ plans are created within what the individual is willing to accept to keep themselves safe. 

Therefore, the predominant difference between adult and child safeguarding children are not automatically given capacity regarding their own safety. Adults are deemed to have capacity and must be evidenced otherwise if professionals are so concerned. And whilst we can support autonomy and ‘the voice of the child’, we have the power and duty to act to protect children without falter, however only the power and duty to protect an adults wishes until they deemed not to have capacity to make decisions for themselves. 

Words: 393



24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




