[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the formation of a devolved Welsh government in 1999 there has been a greater emphasis on promoting the Welsh language within the nation of Wales (Chrois, 2012), leading to near widespread use of the language within the Welsh public sector. Almost immediately following devolution in Wales, second language Welsh was made compulsory for all GCSE students in Wales (Mercator European Research Centre on Multilingualism and Language Learning, 2014); this was the start of a larger programme of increasing the percentage of Welsh speakers in Wales. This paper will analyse the importance the use of the Welsh language within the public sector in Wales. 

[bookmark: _Int_d3SYGd1j][bookmark: _Int_lt7z9VLQ][bookmark: _Int_tJUbDtmO][bookmark: _Int_esrmxVKd][bookmark: _Int_M7Hs9Dvu][bookmark: _Int_InHRrIrJ][bookmark: _Int_qztQrV0z][bookmark: _Int_MUx7Sv54][bookmark: _Int_QM4f1aAb][bookmark: _Int_58lKL1jL][bookmark: _Int_grMzyhN0][bookmark: _Int_30omPJ4z][bookmark: _Int_PjPxOwm7][bookmark: _Int_YDzUM1aH][bookmark: _Int_3WgiFx7H][bookmark: _Int_ShX8UjlO]To understand the importance of the Welsh language in the public, it is first critical to understand the history of the language. Currently, twenty three percent of the Welsh population are able to speak Welsh, however until 1850 ninety percent of the population were able to speak the language, with many factors leading to the decline of the Welsh language, nearly leading to its extinction (Jacob, 2017). Welsh is a Celtic language of British origin and was spoken in the British Isles prior to the Roman occupation, meaning use of Welsh in Britain predates the use of the English language (Brain, 2019); the Celtic origin of the Welsh language is also a source of national identity for many Welsh people, particularly those who speak the Welsh language, who also feel a connection to other Celtic nations and regions such as Ireland and Brittany (Welsh Government, 2022). Following the Norman conquest on England in 1066, attempts were made to incorporate Wales into England, however this was unsuccessful until 1283, after which Wales de facto became an English colony (Johnson, 2020); despite the English conquest, the Welsh language continued to be spoken and remained an official language in the territories of Wales, this became known as ‘middle Welsh’ (Brain, 2019). It was not until the 1536 Act of Union that Welsh was stripped of its status as an official language in Wales as Wales became fully annexed to England as Henry VIII aimed to bring uniformity in his kingdom; a consequence of this, although unlikely deliberate, was the beginning of decline for the Welsh language (Davies, 2014). However, a significant development in the Welsh language came during the reign of Elizabeth I when the Bible was translated into Welsh for the first time; while the purpose of this was to expand the English reformation into predominantly Catholic Wales, it has been argued that the translation of the Bible into Welsh was what allowed the language to survive despite the persecutions that followed the 1536 Acts of Union (The Historian’s Apprentice, 2017). The Acts of Union made life difficult for Welsh speakers; English became the sole language in use in the legal system in Wales and Welsh speakers were prohibited from holding public office (Business Language Services, 2015). This effectively meant that Welsh people would be forced into learning English if they wished to progress socially (Jacob, 2017). Later, this was followed by a report into the education system in Wales by the UK Parliament which later became known as ‘The treachery of the Blue Books’, which stated that “The Welsh language is a vast drawback to Wales and a manifold barrier to the moral progress of the people” and even described the language as “evil” (Sky History, 2018). This resulted in the Welsh language being banned from use in Schools (Jacob, 2017). The extent of the persecution of Welsh speakers in the education system is evidenced by ‘Welsh Not’; this was a system where pupils who spoke Welsh were punished by being forced to wear a sign inscribed ‘Welsh Not’, with any pupil wearing this sign at the end of the week being punished further (BBC, 2014). However, recently this has been challenged as a ‘myth’ by Welsh MP Davis Davies (Shipton, 2013). Another challenge the Welsh language faced was the immigration of English workers to Wales in the nineteenth and twentieth century; between the years 1851 and 1911, 366,000 people are thought to have moved to South Wales during this period for employment in the South Wales Coalfield, this increase in the population as a direct result of the coalfields meant that when the coal industry in Wales began to decline after the year 1919, there was an exodus of people from Wales into England (University of Wales Swansea, 2002), meaning many people who spoke Welsh had now left Wales and no longer needed to speak the language. This can be used as an explanation as to why many of these areas continue to have disproportionally low numbers of Welsh speakers (Welsh Government, 2022). However, it has since been argued that this did not have a negative effect on the Welsh language; despite the percentage of Welsh speakers decreasing, the total number of Welsh speakers actually increased in this period (The Open University, 2014). Despite this, following the 1911 census, Welsh was shown to now be a minority language in Wales despite a record number of speakers, a trend which continued in the 1921 census (Learn Welsh.Cymru, 2022). Another factor which influenced the decline of the Welsh language in the early twentieth century was World War One, where many young Welsh speakers were killed (Hollis, 2020). This perceived decline of the Welsh language resulted in the beginning of campaigning for greater language rights by Welsh speakers, a movement which became known as ‘The Welsh Language Society’, who were dissatisfied by the 1967 Welsh Language Act; the movement campaigned for Welsh television and radio services which was successful in 1982 with the creation of S4C (People’s Collection Wales, 2011). Another Welsh movement founded was Plaid Cymru in 1925, which is a political party that advocated for Welsh independence (Broughton, 2021); the party successfully campaigned for the 1967 Welsh Language Act and later the 1993 Welsh Language Act. However, one of the greatest successes of Plaid Cymru was their campaign to establish a devolved government in Wales, which was created in 1999 and has since proved to be a major development in the Welsh Language in modern Wales (Broughton, 2021). Since the recent resurgence of the Welsh language as a result of these developments, instances of the English language being favoured over the Welsh language persist, leading to protests by Welsh speakers (Hodgson, 2017). 

From Looking at the history of the Welsh language it is easy to see why the use of the language in the public sector is important.

[bookmark: _Int_VjtrwEqp][bookmark: _Int_V1wIdgAK][bookmark: _Int_n1qurKmX][bookmark: _Int_V8x5frQH][bookmark: _Int_zYglV3xI][bookmark: _Int_yUUPDZv6][bookmark: _Int_1JEIjP1w]Despite the hardships the language has faced over the course of Welsh history, the language has survived and is now experiencing a resurgence, it has been projected that within the next 300 years, everyone in Wales will be able to speak Welsh (BBC, 2020). Currently, the Welsh government aims to have one million Welsh speakers in Wales by 2050 (BBC, 2017); arguably an unambitious target given the rapid progress since devolution. However, the language still faces many challenges. Firstly, despite much enthusiasm from English speakers for learning the language, Welsh has a reputation for being a difficult language to learn, this is a barrier to many people wishing to learn the language (Mellor, 2021). Secondly, another challenge facing the Welsh language is the opinion that the language is “pointless” (Tonic, 2018), many people in Wales, even Welsh speakers, hold the belief that Welsh is a less useful language to speak than English and thus is a waste of time. While people are entitled to their opinions, more must be done to convince people that Welsh is a language worth learning, this can be done by promoting the use of the language in the public sector. Lastly, the language has also faced hostility from the media; the Welsh language has been debated within the British media without the consultation of any experts on the language, leading to incorrect analysis (BBC, 2017), this has an influence particularly on younger people who consume media more (Nation Cymru, 2017). 

[bookmark: _Int_M9zfvTO3][bookmark: _Int_hwc1W0F3][bookmark: _Int_qTl5cHUS][bookmark: _Int_lzNphi42][bookmark: _Int_Xvm2snmA][bookmark: _Int_Uxof9yDa][bookmark: _Int_wsXvINkt][bookmark: _Int_c4J7z81t]In spite of this, there has been positivity around the Welsh language which shows several ways in which Welsh is important to the public sector. Firstly, the Welsh language is a key part of Welsh national identity, and the resurgence of the language has concurrently led to the rise of a Welsh national identity, which has been argued as a benefit to the Welsh nation (Dąbrowska, 2017). Secondly, a number of reasons as to why the Welsh language is a positive force in Wales have been given in an article written by Catrin Williams; Williams states that this history of the language, that has been discussed by this paper, can be acknowledged by learning the language (Williams, 2022). It is also argued that learning Welsh is important for job opportunities as use of the language becomes more widespread within the public sector (Aberystwyth University, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Int_VD0WFxXB][bookmark: _Int_Y4Kb9J1Y]Currently the Welsh Government is promoting the Welsh language in schools in order to achieve the target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050. Recently the Welsh government made adjustments to the national curriculum in Wales so that every pupil is taught first language Welsh (Wightwick, 2019).

[bookmark: _Int_LURJweUh][bookmark: _Int_nnbCVdba][bookmark: _Int_XITGeORc][bookmark: _Int_xZT15lEy][bookmark: _Int_hksp79E0]The resurgence of the Welsh language began in 1993 with the passing of the Welsh Language Act; this law gave Welsh equal status alongside English in Wales, giving Welsh people the right to use Welsh within the legal system, the obligation of companies to provide services in Welsh and the creation of the Welsh Language Board with the purpose of ensuring the Welsh language is promoted (Welsh Language Act 1993). This law has since been replaced by the Welsh Language Measure 2011 which finally made Welsh an official language in Wales (Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011). In addition to this, the Welsh government provides funding annually to promote the casual use of Welsh within the community (Welsh Government, 2017). As part of the law governing the use of Welsh in Wales, Police forces are required to provide their services in Welsh also; the police maintain ‘Welsh Language Standards’ which gives officers the duty to be able to converse in both English and Welsh and as a result offers police officers resources so that they can develop Welsh language skills (South Wales Police, 2022). As part of this, the police in Wales have conducted training courses in collaboration with universities and other education bodies (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Int_2lVTk3WO][bookmark: _Int_iglWfw0A][bookmark: _Int_AQaY6cpd]In conclusion, the use of the Welsh language is important in the public sector due to the large numbers of Welsh speakers in the nation and also due to the history of suppression that the language has faced. However, it is also important to recognise the difficulty individuals who have grown up and lived only speaking English face in learning the language and steps must be taken to ensure that the language is as easy to learn as possible and nobody is excluded from the public sector on the basis of language.    
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