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Title 1 - Evaluate the disruption options to target criminal activity on the road network
The aim of this assignment is to evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network.
The road network consists of interconnected roads that accommodate vehicles and pedestrians (Transport for the North, 2021). In Wales the Welsh Government is responsible for trunk roads and motorways, local authorities are then responsible for all other roads (National Assembly for Wales, 2008).  
In the United Kingdom (UK) the road network is frequently used for illegal activities (Highways England, 2021). Criminals commit various offences from low level to serious and organised crime (SOC) (Department for Transport, 2020). The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) (2020), states that an organised crime group (OCG) is a group of people conducting criminal activity in order for financial gain. OCGs often prey on the vulnerable to join their team to commit many offences such as drug trafficking or money laundering (Weisburd, 2020). The CPS (2020) highlights that drug related crime is committed by over 50% of OCGs against the UK. 
SOC is the more harmful crimes including child exploitation, modern slavery and abuse (National Audit Office) (NAO) (2019). The government conducted a report on how best to tackle these OCGs to prevent harm to vulnerable people and disrupt the crime groups (CPS, 2020). However, the report concluded that funding for this area is limited currently (NAO, 2019). 
Police Foundation (1996) states that disruption of criminal activity is at the core of policing which coincides with ‘Peelian Principles’. Peelian principles are ideas developed by Sir Robert Peel to develop an ethical police force (University of Washington, 2021). The principles demonstrate ‘policing by consent’ that police officers uphold integrity and accountability while adhering to their powers in the public eye, which enhances public confidence in the police (College of Policing) (CoP) (2021). Police officers rely on support from the general public as this is a good form of intelligence (Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 2021). 
There are many vehicles that use the Strategic Road Network (SRN) every day, this is managed by Highways England (2017).  It is evidenced that people who commit low level driving offences or drive dangerously are more likely to have committed other types of crime (Berrington & Mikolai, 2014). Therefore, it is paramount that police officers conduct stop and search where applicable (Home Office, 2013). Police officers are able to stop vehicles under Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (The National Archives, 2021).  According to CPS (2020), 79% of disqualified drivers had criminal records which include violent crime. Road traffic behaviour can be an indication for more serious crime which allows patrolling officers to enforce road traffic offences (The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) (RoSPA) (2004). The disruption of criminality is the government’s main focus the serious and organised crime strategy (Kirby, 2013). This strategy was revised in 2018 with policing of the roads to adapt a ‘whole system approach’ where there is no safe place for serious and organised crime that can be undertaken (HM Government, 2018). 
The CoP (2021) created a tool called ‘The Disrupting serious and organised criminals – Menu of Tactics’ its aim is to assist people to identify organised crime. The menu consists of 4 themes; pursue, prevent, protect and prepare (CoP, 2021). The menu is available for all law enforcement and partnership agencies to help guide their thought process in dealing with organised crime (CoP, 2013). The menu focuses on six areas of a criminal’s activity; lifestyle, behaviour, vehicles, travel, business, crime (CoP, 2021). It is difficult to comment on the benefits and limitations of this tool as it is a new discovery that needs to be peer reviewed (CoP, 2021). 

Due to criminals using the road network to conduct their criminal activities such as OCGs, it is important to have an intelligence led partnership approach in order to tackle these types of crimes (Berrington & Mikolai, 2014). Effective communication is a key element of enhancing a partnership approach as safety improvement cannot be managed by policing alone, the use of multi agencies must be used (National Policing Chiefs’ Council) (NPCC) (2018).  The adoption of Prevent, Intelligence, Enforce, Reassure (PIER) approach, is used to identify a reduction in the ability for criminals to commit crime on the roads (CoP, 2015). The collaboration between different police forces and multi agencies allows intelligence to be assessed and utilised appropriately, in order to reduce organised crime on the road network (Highways England, 2017). 
Furthermore, intelligence received from members of the public is highly useful as it allows police officers to gain a better understanding of what is happening (Avon and Somerset Police, 2018). Intelligence is a collection of information that is assessed and combined with background knowledge, which aids the work of a police force (Keningale, 2020). The National Decision Model (NIM) is a framework that allows police officers to structure their police investigations, it allows them to assess the information and decide what can be used as intelligence (CoP, 2013). There are different types of intelligence such as information from a witness or victim or through Police National Computer (PNC) (Keningale, 2020).  Effectively, roads policing in collaboration with multi agencies and intelligence input significantly reduces criminality.
However, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS, 2020), observing the police and crime plan for forces in England and Wales, roads policing was not mentioned. This provides serious implications for road safety as this inhibits the forces’ ability to enforce the law to criminals who conduct dangerous driving (National Policing Improvement Agency) (NPIA) (2007). It also inhibits the development of effective partnership working with highway agencies (HMICFRS, 2020). 
There are many disruption options that help to target criminal activity such as Automated Number Plate Recognition (ANPR). ANPR is a camera-based system that reads number plates to relay information about that vehicle (Salmane, 2021). ANPR checks the vehicle registration number which is checked alongside database records (NPCC, 2016). As with all technological devices there are advantages and limitations. ANPR provides extra security as it acts as a deterrent, it allows the police to browse the data collected and prosecute criminals (British Parking Association, 2021).  The benefits of ANPR are it provides reliable, cost effective information of criminal activity and minimises the time police officers need to be on the streets (NPCC, 2016). It is also able to provide information from real time events, while this can aid incriminating people, it can also supply an alibi (Salmane, 2021). In contrast, many people feel their privacy is being breached as ANPR data is stored for some time, however this information is only accessed if needed (British Parking Association, 2021). To coincide with this, under the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), Article 8 people have the right to respect their privacy and family life (European Court of Human Rights, 2013).
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) is another disruptive option that helps target criminal activity (Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology, 2002). CCTV systems play a key role in detecting criminals and help with the collection of evidence in crime investigations (National Counter Terrorism Security Office, 2020). It is paramount that the Data Protection Act 1998 is adhered to by displaying where the CCTV is being used and the data recorded is lawful (The Police Foundation, 2014). Additionally, the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA) regulates surveillance to examine how the data is being collected (The Police Foundation, 2014). According to Scivee (2018), CCTV systems have reduced crime up to 50% in the UK. However, although these cameras identify criminals, it has no alarm to raise the crime there and then (The Police Foundation, 2014). Effectively, CCTV systems are good deterrents, but it can breach people’s privacy and trust due to the recording of people 24/7 (Scivee, 2018). 
The main group that disrupts the use of OCGs is the National Crime Agency (NCA), their aim is to reduce the UKs organised crime and bring them to justice (Home Office, 2013). The NCA safeguards the vulnerable and leads and supports the operational activity for the police (NCA, 2020).  The NCA are accountable for their performance and are continuously examined for the use of their procedures (NCA, 2021). However, the NCA can only predict what the end result may be but not know for sure in the present moment (NCA, 2020). Additionally, information received from the public may not be legit, increasing the limitation of the NCA (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary) (HMIC) (2016). 

To conclude, this assignment set out to evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. In the UK, the road network is used on a regular basis for illegal activities, with 50% of crime committed by OCGs. The disruption of criminal activity is at the heart of policing, and police officers rely on intelligence from the public to enhance their knowledge and investigations. 
Sir Robert Peel developed ideas known as Peelian Principles to form an ethical police force. It highlights how police officers are accountable for their actions and uphold integrity to encourage the public’s trust in them. It is paramount to have public confidence as police officers rely on intelligence which the majority of the time is given by the public. 
Focusing on the SRN, it is suggested that people who commit low level crimes are highly likely to have committed other crimes. Therefore, the use of stop and search is important as it may reduce the amount of crime being conducted on the roads. The government’s main concern is reducing OCGs, a strategy was revised in 2018 to ensure no place was a safe place for any organised crime on the road network. 
‘The disrupting of serious and organised criminals -The Menu of Tactics’, a tool created by CoP was introduced to help law enforcement and partnership agencies in the identification of organised crime, in order to help tackle it. This focuses on all aspects of a criminal’s lifestyle. As mentioned, this is a new tool that needs to be practiced. 
There are many disruptive options to reduce organised crime such as ANPR and CCTV. It is suggested that ANPR is a good deterrent that is reliable and cost effective. Although, many people feel their privacy is being violated. CCTV is another useful tool and can be used in people’s homes that can assist police officers with their investigations. However, like ANPR people feel their privacy is being breached.  Both ANPR and CCTV adhere to legislation such as RIPA and Data Protection Act 1998. However, under ECHR people have the right for privacy and family life. 
Fundamentally at the heart of all organised crime is the NCA. The aim of the NCA is to reduce organised crime within the UK in order to safeguard vulnerable people and provide justice. The NCA are accountable for their actions and are continuously reviewed for their procedures. 
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Title 2 – Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion
The aim of this assignment is to assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion.
Community policing is deemed a strategy of policing that aims to develop relationships with the community members (Police Chief, 2014). A strong relationship between the public and community police enhances public trust and confidence within the police (Peyton, 2019). 
Community cohesion is defined as local communities supporting all diverse groups such as their culture, ethnicity and belief (Cantle, 2021). 
The police force is made up of many different sectors such as Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT), Response, Criminal Investigations Department (CID) and Roads Policing Units (Metropolitan Police, 2021). The sector that is mostly involved with community policing is NPT (College of Policing) (CoP) (2021). According to CoP (2021), the Policing Vision 2025 highlights how the bond between the police and the public is at the heart of British Policing. Neighbourhood policing coincides with the Peelian Principles, to prevent crime and disorder while putting the public at the fore front (University of Washington) (UW) (2021). The Peelian Principles consist of 9 principles with the core idea to respect community principles, whilst earning public respect (Bratton, 2014). Neighbourhood policing has had many approaches; however, their foundations have always remained the same (CoP, 2021). The features of neighbourhood policing are building a relationship with the public to enhance trust and confidence, a connection for the public to have a link with specialist policing teams and maintaining evidence-based practice to maintain community resilience (CoP, 2017). 
Chief Officers set the guidance for neighbour policing as they have a strategic focus, their main aim is effective engagement with the community (CoP, 2017). Past guidelines for neighbourhood policing have been based upon ‘National Reassurance’ and ‘National Neighbourhood Policing’ programmes, their aim was to reduce crime and fear for the public by focusing on the public’s priority (CoP, 2021). Currently, the guidance has changed as the demand for crime has increased and resources have reduced. Therefore, the police force is working tirelessly to build relationships with partnership agencies such as mental health, to enhance public support (CoP, 2021). 
Police officers deal with people in mental health crisis, every day (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services) (HMICFRS) (2018). It is paramount police officers work alongside partnership agencies to ensure people have the right help they need (White, 2016). Teplin (2000) suggests that during the 1980s people would be arrested due to having mental health rather than being sectioned, due to the lack of hospital beds. Whereas currently police officers will detain a person under the Mental Health Act 1983, under Section 136 if they believe the person may harm themselves (Essex Police, 2020). This allows a police officer to remove the person from a public place and take to a place of safety (CoP, 2020). The person will then be assessed at a mental health hospital and they will decide if they need to be sectioned (National Health Service) (NHS) (2019). 
Public trust is not only important for the police force, but also for the public too as without public support there is a lack of intelligence being provided to the police, which in turn enhances the reduction in crime (Dodd, 2020). Jackson & Bradford (2010) states that when police forces are trusted, they are able to conduct their duties effectively and efficiently. 
It is evidenced from a systematic review that neighbourhood policing has been effective in reducing the public’s perception of disorder, its enhanced public confidence and increased the legitimacy of the police (Gill, 2014). There are many advantages and limitations of community policing, Miller (2016) highlights that community policing brings the community together, both the public and police have a common goal. The police wearing their uniform is also a good deterrent in the public eye, criminals are less likely to commit crime knowing they may be watched (Miller, 2016). Having a regular NPT encourages the public to liaise with the police as they recognise a friendly face (Johnson, 2019).  The NPT is also made up of police community support officers (PCSOs), having the PCSOs walking through different communities daily, they are able to assist with low level crime and call for police officers if needed (Sussex Police, 2021). In contrast, the limitations of neighbourhood policing are some homeowners may feel complacent that they have police officers in their area and may not ensure the safety of their homes, making their homes accessible to criminals. Additionally, people may want their privacy respected as they may feel their homes are being monitored (Strehlow, 2017). 
Community cohesion is a way of being able to build relationships within the community, no matter religion, ethnicity or belief (Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations) (CTPSR) (2021). In the South Wales Police (SWP) force, they had a ‘bake off’ to improve community cohesion. Five women from different communities within Cardiff competed against each other (South Wales Police, 2021). Detective Chief Inspector Eve Davis believed having this type of event created an opportunity for women to engage with the other contestants and police officers, whilst promoting confidence and trust within the police force and encouraging people to talk (South Wales Police, 2021). 
A study conducted by Professor Innes (2009) found that in Wales there are good levels of community cohesion. However, there are some areas within the Welsh communities that are lacking community cohesion which indicates areas that are deprived or have social housing (Innes, 2009). This could be due to the lack of confidence in the police or a lack of confidence in mixing with different people due to their background (Bertotti, 2017). Additionally, people may not be able to speak fluent English which could also be a barrier to attending these events (Blake, 2008). There are many advantages and limitations of community cohesion. Advantages being many people are mixing and socialising with different diverse backgrounds, and reduces stress for the members (Gleeson, 2019). The limitations are people may have language barriers and may find it difficult to communicate, some people may suffer with social anxiety, therefore a large capacity may discourage people (Cantle, 2021). 
According to CoP (2013), it is evidenced that regular foot patrols and effective community engagement from the police is a good way of enhancing public trust and confidence in the police. If the public are able to be involved in the decisions being made about the concerns they may have, this encourages their confidence to grow within the police (Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland, 2021). It is suggested that people have a poor perception of the police from either bad experiences or word of mouth, police officers who provide public engagement enhance these perceptions and encourage ‘institutional trust’, therefore enhancing police legitimacy (CoP, 2013). 
Peyton (2019) conducted a randomised field experiment where police officers conducted a brief door to door engagement with members of the public. The findings reported that having this interaction displayed a positive effect on overall attitudes towards the police, it also evidenced an increase in police perception and police legitimacy (Peyton, 2019). CoP (2013) highlights that effective communication with the police is more important than whether the outcome is resolved. Effectively, a negative or positive experience reflects their perception of the police (CoP, 2013). It is important to understand that some people may be vulnerable such as victims of crime or abuse. Therefore, these people may find it difficult to engage in certain events that may make them feel anxious (Innes, 2009). 
Furthermore, ‘the confidence cycle’ is a link between public confidence and community engagement (CoP, 2013). This cycle demonstrates how people go through the motions of engaging with NPTs to deliver intelligence, enhancing police trust and confidence (CoP, 2013). 
To conclude, this assignment aimed to assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. Community policing is a form of policing that is mainly undertaken by NPT. NPT consists of police officers and PCSOs, who complete community engagement events often. This allows members of the public to socialise while having a good interaction with the NPT. Community cohesion is deemed the collaboration of the community, supporting local groups no matter their race, religion or belief. Neighbourhood policing adheres to the principles set out in the Peelian Principles; to prevent crime and disorder whilst ensuring public safety is maintained. Over time it is suggested that neighbourhood policing has adopted many different approaches, but the foundations have always remained the same. Past guidelines suggest that community policing would follow ‘National Reassurance’ and ‘National Neighbourhood Policing’ programmes, however this has changed due to the demand in crime and the reduction of resources. Police officers are having to now deal with a lot more duties due to seeing an increase in mental health, police officers are having to build relationships with partnership agencies to ensure the public get the right professional help that is needed. It is evidenced that in the 1980s people would be arrested due to their mental health rather than sectioned, whereas currently these people are assessed at a mental health hospital but detained by police officers under Section 136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 to ensure their safety. 
Police officers must always follow evidence-based practice to ensure community resilience remains. The main aim of neighbourhood policing is to enhance public confidence and trust within the police and ensure the public have the right means of contact should they need it. Community policing has many advantages and limitations, it is suggested that the public have regular NPTs in their area so recognise familiar faces, community policing brings people together and encourages socialisation for local groups. In contrast, people may feel anxious to interact with these groups and may have a language barrier. However, community cohesion is there to break down these barriers. The more these events happen the easier they become for the public. In turn, this enhances public confidence in the public and police legitimacy.  The bake-off event that took part in Cardiff, brought five women together from different communities, this encouraged people to bond and socialise, it allowed these people to engage with the police force and overall enjoy themselves. 
Peyton (2019) study also agreed that even brief door to door interaction with members of the public had displayed a positive effect on their attitudes and perception of the police. The confidence cycle demonstrates how over time the public engage with the public, delivering intelligence, enhances their confidence and trust within the police and healthy relationships are formed. However, it is important to recognise that some members of the public may be victims of crime or abuse, therefore interaction in community cohesion they may feel vulnerable. 
Effectively, community policing maintains community cohesion. Regular foot patrols of both police officers and PCSOs of a NPT enhances public trust and confidence. Effective community engagement has changed public perception and police legitimacy. 
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