Provide a report discussing the main contemporary and future challenges impacting on religious identity(-ies) for Muslim communities in the UK. Remember to reference all your sources.  
To answer this question, I will be looking at different statistics and different denominations in relation to multiple aspects of religious identity. I will be analyzing various factors including clothing and how different Muslims dress, hate crime and how the statistics are affected when incidents occur, geographical location and how that affects Muslim identity, religious traditions as part of the outward identity and how some traditions are not accepted in this generation and country, and finally what this means for the future of Muslim communities in the UK. In the UK there are 3,372,966 Muslims, according to the office of national statistics.[footnoteRef:22720] This does not specify which denomination, however the majority of British Muslims are associated with the Sunni or Shia practices of Islam.  [22720:  Office for national statistics, Muslim population in the UK, March 2018 <https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/muslimpopulationintheuk/> [Accessed 16.12.2019].] 

Clothing
Clothing can be a challenge for many Muslims as there are certain rules and guidelines they must follow instructed by the Qur’an on how to dress so that they stay modest. However, there is no specific understanding of Islamic dress as it is not a category of its own. There are however many Quranic verse about maintaining modesty in one’s clothing that are applicable to both men and women. It is believed that the prophet Mohammed instructed women to specifically cover their bodies except for their face and hands.[footnoteRef:8700]   [8700:  Sophie. G, Muslims in Britain, Cambridge university press: Cambridge (2010) page 229
] 

“O Prophet! Tell your wives and daughters, and all believing women, to dress modestly when leaving the house: they should wear a cloak-like garment or veil, which they are to wrap around themselves to conceal their figures.”[footnoteRef:3317] [3317:  Qu’ran 33:60 (New York: Routledge 2013)] 

From the quote above it shows that within the Qur’an there are strict regulations as to what men and women and their families must dress like, and when. Clothing is supposed to be loose fitting in order to avoid showing the figure, this is notably different to the clothing we see in this generation in the West. The clothing guideline is equal for both men and women as they are both expected to wear modest clothing when not in the presence of their partner or family. This can become difficult when having to go in public as they then display an outward sign that they are Muslim due to their dress. This presents several challenges due to the frequent and increasing hate crimes and discrimination Muslims face in Britain today. One event that was most notable to outline the challenges of Muslim identity discrimination was captured in 2018 when Boris Johnson was discussing his opinions on the Burqa Ban in Denmark. When talking about it these are some of the following statements he made:
“He said he felt "fully entitled" to expect women to remove face coverings when talking to him at his MP surgery - and schools and universities should be able to take the same approach if a student "turns up... looking like a bank robber"[footnoteRef:7877] [7877:  BBC News, Boris Johnson faces criticism over burka ‘letter box’ jibe, August 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45083275> [Accessed 16.12.2019].] 

"I would go further and say that it is absolutely ridiculous that people should choose to go around looking like letter boxes."[footnoteRef:14429] [14429:  BBC News, Boris Johnson faces criticism over burka ‘letter box’ jibe, August 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45083275> [Accessed 16.12.2019].] 

These quotes from Boris Johnson show how even people in important parliamentary roles find discrimination about traditional Islamic dress normalised in contemporary Britain. It was due to this statement that there was then an increasing amount of noted hate crime associated with Muslim women and their dress code. In some circumstances many women were having their veils ripped from their heads on the streets. The Independent reported the following:
Islamophobic incidents rose by 375 per cent in the week after Boris Johnson compared veiled Muslim women to “letterboxes”, research has shown.[footnoteRef:22660] [22660:  Dearden.L, Islamopohbic incidents rose 375% after Boris Johnson compared Muslim women to letter boxes, September 2019 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/boris-johnson-muslim-women-letterboxes-burqa-islamphobia-rise-a9088476.html> [Accessed 16.12.2019]] 

The comment above shows the challenges that Muslim communities face when they try to express their religious identity. There are no notable attacks like this reported about Christian nuns, yet they wear a similar style of dress. This event also displays how the challenge is going to continue for the future as Boris Johnson is now Prime Minister of Great Britain and holds significantly more influence than he did previously when this comment was made. It only suggests the question, is islamophobia and religious discrimination becoming more accepted? One would expect after an incident as severe as this that certain action would be taken against Boris Johnson, yet he still attained the role of Prime Minister. 
Clothing also brings to question what identity Muslims are representing. If there is one rule for the public and a different rule for the home it can seem like a person must almost have multiple identities, one which is seen by the public, a different one for work and another for home life. This presents many challenges within itself as it comes to question which identity an individual believes themselves to be. For example, a 2005 interview conducted with young Muslim girls highlighted the “fluid and fluctuating nature of identities”[footnoteRef:686] with regards to wearing the Hijab.  Clothing is an important aspect of Muslim life: “modesty in women’s dress and demeanor is required if the good reputation of the family is to be maintained”;[footnoteRef:16266] this quote illustrates how important dress codes are within the Muslim community and how it does not only affect one as an individual but rather one’s whole family.  [686:  Nilufar Ahmed, ‘Tower Hamlets: Insulation in isolation’ in Muslim Britain communities under pressure, ed. Tahir Abbas (London: zed Books 2005) page 201]  [16266:  Sophie. G, Muslims in Britain, Cambridge university press: Cambridge (2010) page 209] 

Hate crime
Hate crime is an increasing challenge for Muslim communities in the UK and this is supported by the statistics for religiously motived hate crimes. Out of 7,446 religiously motivated hate crimes the Muslim religion was categorized as having 3,530 of these attacks.[footnoteRef:31069] This shows they are victimized in almost half of the religious hate crimes that take place in the UK. This is a statistic that fluctuates as every publicized terror attack produces a spike in hate crimes particularly against Muslim communities (see fig. 1).  [31069:  statistics from Home Office, Hate crime in England and Wales 2018 to 2019, 2019 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf> [accessed 16.12.2019]] 
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Fig.1 hate crime statistic in comparison to terror attacks
The graph above shows how from 2013 to 2019 there was a correlation between terrorist attacks and the number of recorded offences of hate crime. Religiously motivated hate crime has only continued to increase, with the Muslim communities always having the highest percentage of offences against them in comparison to other religious groups.[footnoteRef:31240] Within the graph we can see that 2017 saw the highest number of terrorist attacks alongside with the peak number of hate crime offences. This directly affects Muslims as these are just the reported cases, however there are thousands of Muslims that deal with discrimination every day for simply being related to the religion:   [31240:  Home Office, Hate crime in England and Wales 2018 to 2019, 2019 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf> [accessed 16.12.2019]] 

“Our women get treated badly when they’re out if they’re covered... It’s not very nice for them. They spit at them. They call them names. They do all kinds of things. The women weren’t causing any trouble, and they come home and they’re upset but it doesn’t go any further.”[footnoteRef:246] [246:  Jessica .W, Abused and discriminated against yet still thriving and proud: the life of a Muslim in Wales, 2019 <https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/inside-wales-mosques-life-muslims-14110571> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
] 

This then presents them with the challenge of whether they are able to be outwardly open as a Muslim. Moreover, when the said terrorist attackers are found and prosecuted that means these recorded offences are targeted towards innocent Muslims that have no connection to the attacks, which just illuminates the dangerous aspect of expressing one‘s religious identity as simply being Muslim could make one subject to hate crime.
Geographical location
Geographical location can also be a challenge within expressing one’s Muslim religious identity as where someone lives in the UK can dramatically affect how they are able to express their identity. There are considerably more Muslims in England than Wales, combined there are over two million Muslims in England and Wales alone, however Wales only accounts for 45,950 Muslims according to the 2011 census.[footnoteRef:10285] This may present a challenge for Muslim communities as there are considerably more mosques in London and around England in comparison to Wales, as well as other countries within the UK (see fig. 2). [10285:  Muslim Council of Britain, A demographic, socio-economic and health profile of Muslims in Britain drawing on the 2011 census, <https://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCBCensusReport_2015.pdf> [Accessed 17.12.2019] page 25] 
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Fig 2. graph displaying how many Mosques/other premises in the UK by country
The graph above shows the different numbers of mosques in each different country around the UK, with 1,836 mosques in England, 87 in Scotland, 46 in Wales, 31 in ROI, 4 in Northern Ireland and just 1 in the offshore Islands. It is this considerable difference in religious practice space that would present several difficulties to Muslims in less Muslim countries such as Scotland and Wales. Having fewer religious spaces would mean Muslim communities in these areas are limited in how they are able to express their religious identity, as they may be unable to easily access a mosque, and most choose to live in areas where mosques are within close range.[footnoteRef:32499]  [32499:  Muhammad Anwar, ’Issues, policy and practice‘ in Muslim Britain communities under pressure, ed. Tahir Abbas (London: zed Books 2005) page 37] 

There is also the difficulty of respecting the food laws and eating Halal meats. Out of a survey of 14 abattoirs in the UK, 2 were located in Wales while the other 12 were located across England.[footnoteRef:25365] These figures again demonstrate how England has far less trouble with accommodating the religious identity of Muslims in comparison to Wales. It is this lack of resources in Wales for those who are part of a Muslim community that may cause the challenges they face when trying to express their Islamic traditions and laws. This is a challenge that can be resolved in the future with the rise in popularity of halal food and other new food trends; it is possible to see more generally available halal foods. This availability of halal foods has continued to rise, with KFC making 110 restaurants halal out of its 900, and promising to continue to grow this demand.[footnoteRef:925]  [25365:  EBLEX, The Halal meat market, 2010 <http://beefandlamb.ahdb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/p_cp_EBLEX_Halal_Meat_FINAL_111110.pdf> [Accessed 17.12.2019]]  [925:  KFC, KFC Halal, 2019 <https://www.kfc.co.uk/the-colonels-way/halal> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
] 

Religious tradition
Muslim religious traditions can be seen as dissimilar to traditions in Britain which may cause many problems for those Muslims that fall into the ultra-orthodox/ traditional category. The first challenge is that although the Mosque is seen as the religious place of worship, according to the BBC not all mosques are registered as places of worship and therefore any marriage commenced within an unregistered mosque would be seen as a non-legal one.[footnoteRef:2034] Another notable challenge is that Muslims are permitted to have more than one wife at the same time, the Quranic verse that supports this can be found in sursh An-Nisa and states the following:  [2034:  Maqsood W. R, Weddings, 2009 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/weddings_1.shtml> [Accessed 17.12.2019].] 

And if you fear that you will not deal justly with the orphan girls, then marry those that please you of [other] women, two or three or four. But if you fear that you will not be just, then [marry only] one or those your right hand possesses[footnoteRef:9173] [9173:  Quran, Surah An-Nisa [4:3] Al-Qur'an al-kareem, 2016 <https://quran.com/4/3> [accessed 17.12.2019].] 

This is accepted and was frequently common in the time of Mohammed. Multiple wives are supported in some Muslim communities as it allows the families to grow and continually be supported, however, polygamy by marriage is something that is not permitted in the UK and is in fact viewed as a crime under the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973.[footnoteRef:10552] This presents the challenge that certain Muslims will be therefore restricted when wishing to express this particular aspect of their identity. A further challenge Muslims face is the British misunderstanding with regard to arranged marriages. It is often understood that Muslims have arranged marriages in which the parents pick the husband for their daughter and they are forced to marry; this view is wrong. It is forbidden in Islam to force one’s child to marry, the women may only marry if consent is given on both parts of the arrangement.[footnoteRef:20952] It is also against the law in the UK for any marriage to be forced and the charges of this crime can be up to 7 years in prison.[footnoteRef:15772]However, it is still a common occurrence that people are taken out of the country to be illegally married and then returned to the UK.[footnoteRef:27735] [10552:  Vardags, Annulment of Marriage, 2019 <https://vardags.com/law-guide/key-stages-divorce-process/annulment-marriage> [Accessed 17.12.2019].]  [20952:  Ruqaiyyah W. M, Weddings, 2009 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/weddings_1.shtml> [Accessed 17.12.2019].]  [15772:  Gov.uk, forced marriage, <https://www.gov.uk/stop-forced-marriage> [Accessed 17.12.2019]]  [27735:  Ruqaiyyah W. M, Weddings, 2009 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/weddings_1.shtml> [Accessed 17.12.2019].] 

 
The future for Muslim communities in Britain
The future challenges that Muslim communities face due to their outward identity is ever changing. It is difficult to say if the challenges will get harder or easier as there are different situations that support both sides. On the plus side there has been an increase of Islamic women in the media, for example, Amena Khan was the first Muslim women to be featured on a mainstream beauty advert, the L’Oreal shampoo advert featured her wearing a hijab. This provoked controversy over social media but was a step in the right direction for increasing positive representation of Muslim women in the media. Another great achievement is there are more  facilities that accommodate to the requirements of Muslim women for example, according to Google maps there are several Hijab friendly salons that are now around England, these are salons with either a woman-only policy or have private rooms where Muslim women are able to feel comfortable removing their Hijab in order to get a haircut. As Muslim women are only able to reveal their hair to their husbands and male relatives, going to an ordinary salon would bring the risk of another man seeing a Muslim women without her hijab, therefore the popularity of these Hijab friendly salons has brought a tremendous step forward in overcoming the challenges women face. 
Conclusion
Overall, the Muslim communities still face a considerable amount of challenges, especially with the number of hate crimes specifically towards Muslim communities rising. It may seem like the future is not going to improve in regards to respecting their religious identities, however we are beginning to see a trend in certain campaigns and initiatives to help Muslim communities. Innovations like the L’Oreal advert and the hijab friendly salons are small campaigns but are creating a large impact on the British Muslims’ way of life and helping them to overcome the challenges they face in a contemporary Britain. 

Bibliography
Home Office, Hate crime, England and Wales 2018 to 2019, 2019 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf> [Accessed 16.12.2019].
Office for National Statistics, Muslim population in the UK, 2018 <https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/muslimpopulationintheuk/> [Accessed 16.12.2019].
Clark. D, Masjids in the British Isles 2017 Statista, 2018 <https://www.statista.com/statistics/753600/masjids-and-other-premises-uk-and-ireland/> [Accessed 16.17.2019].
Home Office, Forced Marriage, <https://www.gov.uk/stop-forced-marriage> [Accessed 16.12.2019]. 
Wyatt. C, Fears over deepening Sunni- Shia divide in UK, 2015 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-31691120> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Submission.org, Women’s dress code according to the Qu’ran, 2013 <https://submission.org/Dress_Code_1.html> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Turner.C, The Quran: A New Interpretation: In English with Arabic Text, New York: Routledge (2013) 
Walford. J, Abused and discriminated against yet still thriving and proud: the life of a Muslim in Wales, 2019 <https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/inside-wales-mosques-life-muslims-14110571> [Accessed 17.12.2019]. 
BBC News, Hijab shampoo advert: L’Oreal model on ‘Game-changing’ ad, 2018 <http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/42746002/hijab-shampoo-advert-loreal-model-on-game-changing-ad> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Vardags, Annulment of Marriage, 2019 <https://vardags.com/law-guide/key-stages-divorce-process/annulment-marriage> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Maqsood W. R, Weddings, 2009 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/weddings_1.shtml> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
KFC, KFC Halal, 2019 <https://www.kfc.co.uk/the-colonels-way/halal> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
EBLEX, The Halal meat market, 2010 <http://beefandlamb.ahdb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/p_cp_EBLEX_Halal_Meat_FINAL_111110.pdf> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Muslim Council of Britain, A demographic, socio-economic and health profile of Muslims in Britain drawing on the 2011 census, <https://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/MCBCensusReport_2015.pdf> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Dearden.L, Islamopohbic incidents rose 375% after Boris Johnson compared Muslim women to letter boxes, September 2019 <https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/boris-johnson-muslim-women-letterboxes-burqa-islamphobia-rise-a9088476.html> [Accessed 16.12.2019]
BBC News, Boris Johnson faces criticism over burka ‘letter box’ jibe, August 2018 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-45083275> [Accessed 16.12.2019].
Salon Hijab, Salon Hijab- About us, 2019 <http://www.salonhijab.co.uk/about-us/> [Accessed 17.12.2019].
Quran, Surah An-Nisa [4:3] Al-Qur'an al-kareem, 2016 <https://quran.com/4/3> [accessed 17.12.2019].

Figure 1. Home Office, Hate crime in England and Wales 2018 to 2019, 2019 <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf> [accessed 16.12.2019]
Figure 2. Clark. D, Masjids in the British Isles 2017 Statista, 2018 <https://www.statista.com/statistics/753600/masjids-and-other-premises-uk-and-ireland/> [Accessed 16.17.2019].

image.png
o Musim | B whata | W Listof Forced | = Fearso | @ Womer | G TheQu | =ss BorisJo | @ Islamor |[E] Hatecr | + - X

2) Islan \ W Exam.d \0 MHRA \9 Islamor  [B Hat X s Beinga \ =
<« C @ assetspublishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819-hosb2419.pdf e % &

Apps @ YouTube B¥ Maps @ News [ Outlook /uf StudentssHub g Trinity Saint David S..

Hate crime, England and Wales, 2018 to 2019

Lee Rigby
murder

Charlie Hebdo
shooting

Terrorist attacks 2017:

Westminster Bridge

Number of offences

Manchester Arena

Conflict in lsrael EU Referendum London Bridge

and Gaza campaign begins Finsbury Park

Parsons Green
EU Referendum
result

0

PN N T R b X RANISSRIE N
WY T WY P Y ¥ Y

Source: Police recorded crime, Home Office

) 033 0

O Type here to search fl i 17/12/2019





image2.png
@ 2)isiar |l Bxamc | @ MHRA | @) islamo | B Hatec | wms Being - | i Musiin | BZ what

< c

pps @ YouTube B Maps @ News

BE Outlook  fuf Students » Hub

@ statista.com/statistics/753600/masjids-and-other-premises-uk-and-ireland/

s Trinity Saint David S...

% -\ ox Forced | mm Fearsc | @ Wome | G The Q. | mo Boris) | @ Islamo | B8 Hatec | @ mcBC | +

Number of mosques and other premises in the United Kingdom and Ireland in 2017, by

2500
2000
1836
2 1500
5
B
2 1000
500 Northern Ireland
-4
87
— - i . 2
0 S —
England Scotland Wales Republic of Northern Ireland ~ Offshore Islands
Ireland

O Additional Information

H QO Type here to search

© Statista 2019

Show source @

DOWNLOAD

E-,PDF QXLS HPNG D—,PPT

SOURCE
— Show sources information
— Show publisher information

RELEASE DATE
September 2017

REGION
Ireland, United Kingdom

SURVEY TIME PERIOD
2017





