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Interpretation of beautiful


My show is about the ideal and view in social class differences. Through the exhibit there is a route through the gallery walking through the 9 realms of yddrasil, Each realm showing exhibits from a difference class point of view, for example the first room is Helheim (hell) this room would have a different image representing each classes idea of a horrible situation or hell going through the 9 realms working its way up to Asgard (heaven) the realm of the gods. The reason for this is to highlight what different classes value as important a lower class may just value family and having enough money to have a happy home where as a higher class might value fast cars or their mansion. Some one from an urban back ground might value the lights of a city at night where as someone from the country side may value the green of the fields and forests considering the city to be their own personal hell. Im using various artists from different genres of art to demonstrate each ideal. Whether painting or photograph or surreal object or film. It would be down to the viewer to interpret whether they belong or not in the setting/gallery they are based in.
	I would call this exhibition The interpretation of Beautiful. Based around the Quote “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”  

I started of by researching different artist interpretation of beautiful and looking at the philosophical believes of philosophers to try to get an idea of what beauty in social classes could look like from different perspectives. I looked at philosophers such as Hume who said: 
 
“Beauty is no quality in things themselves: It exists merely in the mind which contemplates them; and each mind perceives a different beauty. One person may even perceive deformity, where another is sensible of beauty; and every individual ought to acquiesce in his own sentiment, without pretending to regulate those of others. (Hume 1757, 136)” 

This Quote was the basis for my Exhibition. From here I incorporated my research on Nordic mythology as I find the different myths and stories and the whole land scape of Scandinavia incredibly beautiful, one of my visions of peace and serenity. 

You would enter the gallery through the main entrance and immediately be directed to the lower level this would be an interpretation of hell, and feature art works such as Dante Aligheri’s 9 circles of hell in different variations by different artists. This is a generalized view of what humanity considers hell. This leading into pictures/ painting from daily life of the perspective classes, ie a city scape or a countryside. It would be down to the audience to decide whether they feel that this would be hell for them. As Jean paul satre once said – “Hell is other people.” For him this was his personal hell so along side his quote I would have an image of a crowded subway or high street or even a simple photo of primark on  busy day. This also rings true for me as I suffer from mild claustrophobia in crowded spaces and so has meaning to me personally. Through out this floor each image would be designed to get the audience thinking about what their personal hell would be. 

The we move on to the middle levels, These realms would be dedicated to different social classes idea of a normal life or even just life itself, in each of the 4 realms on this level it will show each class in an every day situation maybe struggling at work or resting at home. They key feature of this is that it will feature works of art from the previous level, Hell. In an effort to get the view to change there perception and start thinking about what other people consider to be hell most people would consider every day life. This would include work such as Henri Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004) Show what life is like for different classes each one in a different realm. 

As we move further up to the top floor of the gallery we start entering the realms if enlightenment, Gods, Or as I like to think of it, Happiness. These last 4 gallery will follow the same as the previous again containing some of the same images from Hell and the previous floor, To paraphrase a famous quote that unfortunately I couldn’t find the origin for “One mans hell is another mans Heaven” On this floor we will also see images of the sublime, Controversial images and very own to earth works of art, from all different social classes  Looking at iconography from the ridiculously rich to happiness in the Incredibly poor. This floor would act as a shock factor for the audience, hopefully opening their eyes depending on their social standing whether high or low and give them an inside in to what other people find happiness in, maybe they would have been looking at life in a very materialistic way and seeing an image of a simple happy family enjoying Christmas together isn’t something they would have considered heaven before now. Or maybe they value family but would love to be able to have the “rich persons” version of heaven. For this floor I would add in art work such as AMSTERDAM - THE RELEASE OF HAPPINESS — PALETTE KNIFE Oil Painting On Canvas By Leonid Afremov and other such works.

This to me represents what I feel heaven would feel like, something about the art work resonates to me and so it is why I have included it in the Exhibition. 

Everybody is different and this exhibit proposes to explore that on a very simple but eye opening level. And by staging this on different levels of the gallery and with different art work from periods, types, and classes it give everyone something to look for within them selves but not only that within others as well. Once the exhibitions has finished the last path is back down the stairs in the centre of the gallery open to the whole area and two floors, the stair case spiraling like dna into the gift shop and café area. This one last piece of art is more subtle and be noticed when your sitting down for a coffee, The Dna spiral to act as a reminder that as you return to your normal life what ever version or class that would be, were all made of the same building block and no matter what situation you come from everyone is inherently the same. 

Thankyou for watching I will leave you with a quote that also inspired me 

“We have now reached our definition of beauty, which, in the terms of our successive analysis and narrowing of the conception, is value positive, intrinsic, and objectified. Or, in less technical language, Beauty is pleasure regarded as the quality of a thing. … Beauty is a value, that is, it is not a perception of a matter of fact or of a relation: it is an emotion, an affection of our volitional and appreciative nature. An object cannot be beautiful if it can give pleasure to nobody: a beauty to which all men were forever indifferent is a contradiction in terms. … Beauty is therefore a positive value that is intrinsic; it is a pleasure. (Santayana 1896, 50–51)”
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