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Section 1


What is play?

Bottril, G. (2018) says play is the most important part of any child’s development and growing up, play is where all practitioners see children’s full potential and their skills what they can do this is where all children will get to be themselves trying out new ideas being creative and imaginative. 

Bottril, G. (2018) says children taking risks is all part of their development trying new activities they may have done before or something that is new to them letting children try the activities out, this could be from the outside the classroom or inside the classroom. 

Bottril, G. (2018) says having a classroom or the playground full of exciting activities placed out for all children to play with this is where you will see children being creativity and imaginative interacting with other children in their class some children may want practitioners to join in with them want to make the lesson that much fun and enjoyable for everyone else. 


Welsh Government (2014) says play is self-directed meaning lead by children it is essential part of children’s development and curriculum this is how practitioners will have the ability to help and support children learn about the world and environment around them. 

Welsh Government (2014) says play based learning is the best way for all children to learn about their communication skills, language, interacting with other children around them, mathematical development, physical and social development. 

Welsh Government (2014) says repeating activities children know and scaffolding new ideas on what children have already learned is good way to challenge all children’s development this is where practitioners can support’s all children’s learning and development. 



What is role of self-directed play?

Montessori, H. (2018) says self-directed play simply lead by the children it is giving children the opportunity to take control of the lesson or session. Montessori, H. (2018) says if any child is being creative with any toy and the practitioner is not present this is good way for any practitioner as this is where a child’s development is noticed as they are engaging in self-directed play. Say Montessori H. (2018).

Montessori, H. (2018) says some toys can be just toys example with a train or plastic Dinosaur children can still have fun with a train or a Dinosaur if they cannot use their creativity or imagination they child or children may not want to interact with these toys as much. Says Montessori, H. (2018).

Montessori, H. (2018) says When children see a cardboard box or anything related to cardboard this is where all practitioners see children’s excitement as the possibilities of being creative and imaginative is shown example this could be a house, bridge, or a den. Montessori, H. (2018).

Montessori, H. (2018) says outing the simplest materials out as such as such sticks, a ball, cardboard, water or sand this is where all children will enjoy their learning and observing children in their development will be shown. Montessori, H. (2018).

Bruce, T. (2012) says imagination is what creates child’s mind to be creative with toys, or any materials they have, such as a song children have heard before making up a dance or in the role play area dressing up as their favourite character or dressing as a cook, teacher or even a builder says Bruce, T. (2011)

Bruce, T. (2011) says children having the ability to explore their own limits meaning when it comes to play children are exploring what they can do, if finding something hard children will continue at an activity they are doing until they can do it as failure is not an option for children says Bruce, T. (2011).

Bruce, T. (2011) says children will learn independence from a young age this can be from when children start at flying start to when they start at reception, by allowing children to play freely children will start to learn more on their own says Bruce, T. (2011).

 
Play type- how does the play type support children’s holistic development?
According to Foundation Education (2015) says play supports children’s holistic development by allowing all children to explore and discovering the outdoors allowing children to be themselves. Having fun not worrying about anything having freedom be with nature letting all children take risks at the same time being safe and in a happy environment.

How can adults support self-directed play?
Montessori, H. (2020) says self-directed play is supported by adults as it gives all practitioners the chance to see children’s full potential, by giving children different materials to work with by giving children variety of activities to play with practitioners have the chance to observe each child development and progression. Says Montessori, H. (2020).

Montessori, H. (2020) says scaffolding children’s learning best part of their development as this challenges each child with their, learning as practitioners can build on their strength and weaknesses says Montessori, H. (2020).


According to Montessori, H. (2012) says by allowing children to pick what they would like to play with, giving all children to lead each lesson by doing this all adults can observe children on how they performance and grow. By adults encouraging children to lead the lessons or sessions this is best way for practitioners to see children’s strength and weaknesses.










Section 2
Why is risk beneficial for children?
Play Wales (2002) says risk is beneficial for children as it allows children to explore play through the outdoors as well as the classroom, safe risk is it in place for children to have the challenge of not limiting their experience with nature at the same time practitioners making sure children are not in danger says Play Wales (2002). 

Play Wales (2002) says risk allows children to understand nature and the world around them, risk is an important part of all children’s learning and development. Play Wales (2002) says risk gives. Children sense of knowledge for everyday life as they grow up and understand everything around them. Play Wales (2002). 


How do we balance exposing children to risk whilst keeping them safe from harm?

CSSIW (2010) says while putting the appropriate safety measures in place in a childcare setting, at the same time practitioners gave to make sure that safe risk is still implemented in the school curriculum while at the same time making sure the outside and inside the play areas are hazardous free says CSSIW (2010).

Wigan (2017) says practitioners have to weigh out the risk and safety within childcare setting, meaning still allowing risk to in the Foundation Phase curriculum at the same time putting all appropriate measures in place by looking at any hazardous and dangerous materials that could potentially put children’s lives in danger. 


Wigan (2017) says children will always learn when they are at their best, in a happy environment this is how their individuals needs can be met, by allowing children to be themselves in an environment they are comfortable with says Wigan (2017).



Nursery World (2014) says having the right balance with risk and safety of children can be hard as practitioners have to have the right balance when putting children’s health, wellbeing and safety as their first priority by doing health and safety risk assessment not only put staffs mind at ease but also parents and guardian knowing their children are looked after at the same time as till having the freedom. Says Nursery world (2014).

The teach Early Years (2000) says Having safe risk in all childcare setting for all children, is vitally important for their development as children will have the chance to experience everyday life through risk without being at harm. Says The teach Early Years (2000).

The Teach Early Years (2000) says when practitioners are watching children’s they are not just making sure children do not come to any harm all through that is practitioners first priority but as the same time they are observing children’s learning and development says the teach Early Years (2000). 

CSSIW (2012) says providing a safe outdoor activities is paramount for all children’s learning and development letting children get dirty meaning putting themselves in the mud or splashing around in the water, is where children are at their happiest as practitioners giving children the free space to play with mature and interact with their friends even children wanting practitioners to join in with their activities this is where children will get the most out of their learning. Says CSSIW (2012). 


CSSIW (2012) says while providing a safe environment for all children practitioners will have to prepare activities, for children that may be in wheelchairs or that have disabilities that can affect children being involved with other children. This is where all practitioners will have to assess all areas of the classroom as well as the outdoor areas, meaning making sure everything is accessible for all children that children with wheelchairs or server disabilities still have the same opportunities as every other children in their class and that they can still have the same learning and educational development as the children in their class by practitioners doing this it means all children can have the same learning experience in the childcare setting. Says CSSIW (2012).

CSSIW (2012) says When practitioners are keeping the environment a safe place for the children practitioners also got to do the same for the classroom and outdoors meaning making sure all materials, plugs, tables and chairs and wires are checked over by doing a health and safety risk assessment by doing this it is showing everyone working in the childcare setting that practitioners have put children’s health and wellbeing first and practitioners have assured all the appropriate workers that nothing is broken or will cause any children harm while in their learning environment says CSSIW (2012).

Section 3

Benefits and limitations of the observation tool?

Welsh Government says (2017) says this record form for children is a great idea for practitioners to see where all children are when they move from flying start to school setting, as this is where practitioners can see where all children are in their development Welsh Government says (2017) says this record form is all about observing children from their first 6 weeks of start flying tart, this contains a base line for all practitioners this record form is started when children are in flying start and is brought up to main-stream school this is where practitioners can see how their development has started put. 

Welsh Government (2017) says that all children in Wales has to be observed in all childcare setting, I accordance to the Foundation Phase Wales profile, this helps practitioners have a better idea where children are in their development. The Welsh Government (2017) says The Foundation Phase covers all children’s development from 6-24 months, on a record form all children start at bronze this is where the starting point is for all children. 

By the time children leave the foundation Phase at the age of 6 children should be at outcome 5 or outcome 6.  Welsh Government (2017) says practitioners will not expect children to be at the same level as some children as many children may be at different development level to other children as some children may be at the right level and others may be behind or some children may be more advanced, the Foundation Phase curriculum is not based on age it is based on what they can do children aged between 6-12 months would normally at bronze this level is where the level of understanding and activity is for a 6-12 months can do, Silver is 12-18 months old children, gold is 18-24 months old.  
children, outcome 1 is 24-36 months old (2-3 years) children, outcomes 2 is 3-4 years old children, outcome 3 is 4-5 years old children, outcome 4 is 5-6 year old children outcome 5 is 6-7 year old children outcome 6 is 7-8 year old children.

 Welsh Government (2017) says this record is for all practitioners as this is where they see a wider range of all children’s development, when children start in reception their first 6weeks they will be observed that practitioners can see where children are in their learning and development, this tool helps and supports any children in their development delay this helps us identify if the child has any additional learning needs or the child may need extra support with learning that the child’s learning can be brought forward. 

The Welsh government (2017) says this tool does not cover all the areas in their learning only overs area 4 this is personal, social development, wellbeing cultural and diversity, language, literacy and communication mathematical development and physical development. These areas looks at all the areas that all practitioners will cover in their record form. 

Welsh Government (2017) says all practitioners will have different methods of observing children example taking photos of children while in play capturing the moment children are using their skills and development, video clips video how children use their skills and interact with other children. Practitioners will use written observations on how all children’s development is this is shown across the childcare setting as well as their parents and guardians.


Does it give a holistic view of the child or does it only focus on one area? 
The Welsh Government (2017) says this record form gives a wider view of child’s development there may be only certain areas where they can only focus on within the 4 areas that are given to practitioners all practitioners will have a chance to observe children’s development put the right support in place. 

What are the strengths and limitations of this?
Welsh Government (2017) says with the record form there is only 4 areas within this criteria that practitioners can observe children with and there is only certain area they can focus on with all children. This could be down to parents and guardians may not be willing for their children to be videoed or have their photos done as a result this can limit what any practitioner can do and also the child might be absent at the time of the observations says Welsh Government (2017). 

Welsh Government (2017) says the negative part of the Foundation Phase being compulsory from a young age for children not all children have the chance to be settled into a childcare setting straight away, some children will find it hard to find their way around any flying start or school as children have to adjust to being away from their parents and guardians some children are still trying to settle into a new surrounding that children may not be comfortable with leaving their parents this is where the Foundation Phase should not be introduced until children have settled in and are happy with the environment they are in The Foundation Phase does not show parents or any practitioners of children’s achievements or how each child has progressed this just showed If a child has met the criteria of what The Foundation Phase expects off children. Says Welsh government (2017).























Section 4

When observing children why is play important?
Howard and Mclnnes (2012) says children’s level of engagement while in play is higher, when children are in play their attention and motivation is much higher while they are in play. Howard and Mclnnes (2012) says all children become more resilience while at play if something is not working for children they will keep going at something they are doing not show any failure because this is what they enjoy doing. All children are more happier and content while they are at play and enjoying their activities. 


Does observing children in play give us a more accurate reflection of where they are in their development?  Do we know this?
Howard and Mclnnes (2012) says yes as when children are in play this is where all practitioners see wider range of all children’s positive behaviours this is how all practitioners can see all children’s development through play. Howard and Mclnne’s (2012) says that when children are in play this is where all practitioners are more likely to see children taking risk and trying out new and different ideas. 

When children see an activity they like doing they will keep at it until they can do it as children will not show any failure when it comes to play. Howard and Mclnne (2012) says that all children have wide range of skills they will want to use daily this is shown more while children are at play.

 All children will show their resilience while in play meaning if any child falls or hurt themselves they will get back up and start playing again as children will always bounce back from anything. 







How can adult’s support’s this?

Howard and Mclnnes (2012). Says that when practitioners are planning a playful activity lesson or session for children risk assessments have to done in order for a happy and playful learning experience, Howard and Mclnes (2012) says all practitioners that will be involved in children’s learning experience will have to be encouraging for children to be happy and content and to join in as a playful partner as all children will feel more involved. 

It is important for practitioners to scaffold play building on what children have learned and what children enjoy doing the most, adding more enjoyable and playful activities will have all children happy and more encouraged to join in with all play activities. 

Howard and Mclnnes (2012) says practitioners observing children while in play is important for all practitioners as they can see where children are in their development this will give all practitioners the opportunity to give children more learning activities plan what children like to do the most.

 Howard and Mclnnes (2012) When it comes to managing risk as practitioners everything has to be taken into account from area’s you are in can be from inside the classroom or outside the classroom making sure that anything dangerous or hazardous has been checked over and been made child proof in order for a safe, happy, content environment for all children to be in. says Howard and Mclnnes (2012).
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