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	Title of Dissertation:
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The Nature and Meaning of Discipleship in the Synoptic Gospels 


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

To review selected materials within the synoptic gospels in relation to practical and theological teachings on discipleship – what it meant to be a disciple of Jesus. To ascertain the main themes of discipleship according to Jesus and to analyse the career of Peter as the archetypal disciple.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The disciples of Jesus of Nazareth were, according to the four gospels of the New Testament and Christians ever since, the main witnesses to probably the two most important events in history – the ministry and crucifixion/resurrection of Jesus Christ. But what did it mean, for those first followers, to be disciples to Jesus? What did Jesus expect of them? What did He explicitly say and what did He imply? ow How did these people put the teachings of Jesus into practice? 
Through the lens of the four gospels, here and there, we hear of twelve men, whom Christians know as the twelve apostles. The names and backgrounds of these men may vary; some are barely featured at all other than as names in passing. The names – Simon/Peter/Cephas; his brother Andrew; James and John the sons of Zebedee and the others - ring through our imaginations, some vividly, others less so.
This dissertation will consist of three main sections – first, a general review of the biblical evidence for Jesus´ views and requirements for discipleship, openly stated or implied. This will mainly concentrate on the three synoptic gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke, as they arguably constitute one evidence base. John, with its different narrative and theological themes, will be used mainly as secondary evidence. Here, the dissertation will provide a critical look at selected seemingly contradictory statements regarding discipleship within and between the gospels.
Next, the dissertation will analyse selected themes of discipleship based on a close reading of the synoptic gospels. These may include the so-called ´greatest commandment´ - ´Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind´ (Matthew 22:36-40) and those who seek the kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33). It will examine characteristics and behaviours displayed by the disciples, including their perceptions of Jesus as a teacher, as miracle worker and as God. It will, naturally, analyse relevant sayings of Jesus Himself. It will also examine how these various perceptions inform approaches to the disciples´ subsequent ministries as seen in the Acts. 
Furthermore, the dissertation will analyse the disciples´ learning processes as they deal with the unfolding revelation of Jesus´ identity; how they act as ´audience identification´ figures, who ask questions of Jesus for the benefit of the reader. Moreover, the text will attempt to formulate a provisional set of characteristics required to be a disciple of Jesus, comparing such traits with the teachings contained in the epistles of Paul, our earliest textual source/witness to Christianity.
The final section will summarise and synthesise the above findings and themes, viewing these through the ´everyman´ figure of Peter. Peter, who we see berated by Jesus in Mark and elsewhere for his lack of faith and understanding; who denies even knowing Jesus following His arrest, but who goes on to become one of the greatest apostles, as shown in the Acts. Peter, perhaps forms the archetypal disciple according to the New Testament, and as such, the exegesis of his particular discipleship provides a culmination to the exploration of disciples carried out in this dissertation.
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