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Literature Review Template
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How to Structure Your Literature Review

The following is a guide to help you write your literature review

There are FIVE main chapters you will need to write. 

Remember that each of these sections must start on a NEW PAGE.

The layout looks like this:

	Section Name 
	Included in word count?
	% of word count this section should be (roughly)

	

	TITLE PAGE

	NO

	CONTENTS

	NO 

	ABSTRACT 

	NO (BUT SHOULD BE APPROXIMATELY 200-250 WORDS)

	CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE

	YES
	200 + 700 WORDS


	CHAPTER 2:  METHODOLOGY AND METHODS (INCLUDING FLOW CHART AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATION)


	YES
	500 + 200 WORDS

	CHAPTER 3: LITERATURE REVIEW – RESULTS AND DISCUSSION (MAIN BODY)

	YES
	1200 + 400 WORDS

	CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	YES
	300 WORDS

	CHAPTER FIVE: REFERENCE LIST / BIBLIOGRAPHY 

	NO


	APPENDICES

	NO







Put your title here – ideally no more than 20 words 

Your Full Name
Student Number 

	























ABSTRACT


The abstract is a summary of the entire literature review.  It should include:

a)	The overall aim.
b)	A synopsis of the methodology and methods used
c)	any knowledge gaps or discrepancies that the review aims to address.
d)	A summary of the major findings.
e)	The conclusions based on the results.



























[bookmark: _Toc536543204][bookmark: _Toc536543433][bookmark: _Toc15893759][bookmark: _Toc299977276]Contents (EXAMPLE ONLY)

	Section Name 
	Page Number

	 
	1


	TITLE PAGE (Not included in Word count) 

	3

	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (non compulsory) (Not included in word count)

	4

	ABSTRACT (Not included in word count)

	5

	CONTENTS (Not included in word count)

	6

	CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE

	7

	CHAPTER 2:  METHODOLOGY AND METHODS

	9

	CHAPTER 3: LITERATURE REVIEW AND FINDINGS

	12

	CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

	16

	CHAPTER 5: REFERENCE LIST / BIBLIOGRAPHY 

	21


	APPENDICES (Not included in word count). 

	24



























CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 

This chapter has five sections 


· Introduction to research (i.e. introduce the topic and make clear the parameters and definitions)


· Definitions 


· Current Context (i.e. put into context how this topic is situated within the current topic area)


· Rationale for Research or Problem Statement  (i.e. why you have chosen your topic, how you have defined the boundaries and limitations of your work)


· Aim and Objectives  


DON’T assume your reader knows anything!





























CHAPTER 2: METHODOLOGY AND METHODS


· [bookmark: _Hlk499540418]Introduction to Chapter itself


· What is a Search Strategy

· Searching for information

· Validating Research

· Analysing Research

· Include Flow Chart

· Ethical Considerations Considered



[bookmark: _Hlk499540258]
TIP: Remember you must write this chapter SO CLEARLY that someone else could copy your exact methods 



























CHAPTER 3:  LITERATURE REVIEW AND FINDINGS


Your lit review focuses on academic and scholarly published works and materials (i.e. journals) and other sources such as websites in relation to your topic, 


· Introduction to Chapter itself

· Presentation of related information

· REMEMBER TO INCLUDE : Gaps in Literature ; Methodological Weaknesses Identified

· Remember to ANSWER YOUR QUESTION


	
































CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

· Overall Conclusion : ANSWER THE QUESTION

· Recommendations and/or summary of the main points


REMEMBER: You should NOT use any new information in this chapter but simply make clear the main points, findings and outcomes of your work to date
[bookmark: _Hlk529901793]



At all times make sure your title, aim and ALL objectives are discussed in your conclusion and make clear how you have stayed on track throughout



































CHAPTER 5: REFERENCING

· A reference list is essential for your literature review

· You are welcome to include a bibliography if there are data you have utilised but not strictly included or referenced within your content. 













































OPTIONAL APPENDICES (for example thesis search sheet, CASP data or documentation. write ups etc)


· Critical Appriasal Tool
· Literature Search Strategy Sheet
· Gantt Chart (Timeline of your research).



Do not forget to spaces:


· Follow the provided structure and guidance
· Use appropriate and academic language 
· Use a suitable font and size (11 or 12) 
· Using appropriate spacing (1.5)
· Attend workshops to ensure that you remain on task
· Submit in the correct link and on time. 
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