Ethics Case study: unexpected results on a development site
Summary
Andy (Mackenzie Crook) is a detectorist who has completed a part-time archaeology degree and is now employed on his first commercial archaeology project, excavating in advance of the development whose machines are onsite.  His supervisor, Tim (Tim Gent), appears to be more concerned with meeting the developer’s timetable for construction than investigating the archaeology.

Detectorists (‘3.2’, 2017) Series 3 Episode 2   09:00- 10:07, 10:46-11:30
Andy discovers a mosaic. The supervisor is excited but doesn’t want the developers to know.
‘3.2’, (2017) Detectorists, Series 3, Episode 2. BBC 4, 15 November.  Available at:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09ffxyn/detectorists-series-3-episode-2?seriesId=b09f2nbd  (accessed: 9 September 2021)   on BOB https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand
Crook, Mackenzie (2017) Detectorists Series 3 episode 2, shooting script  http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts/Detectorists-S3-Ep2-Shooting-Script.pdf  pp11-14.

Detectorists (‘3.3’, 2017) Series 3 Episode 3    07:43- 09:55   
The supervisor says he didn’t report the mosaic as it was too much trouble and allowed it to be destroyed. Andy resigns in disgust.
‘3.3’, (2017) Detectorists, Series 3, Episode 3. BBC 4, 22 November.  Available at:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09g64vk/detectorists-series-3-episode- 3?seriesId=b09f2nbd  on BOB
Crook, Mackenzie (2017) Detectorists Series 3 episode 3, shooting script  http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts/Detectorists-S3-Ep3-Shooting-Script.pdf pp8-11.

Norcup, J. (2020) ‘ ”That’s got to be a first: woman reads map” -- gender, hobbies and knowledge in Detectorists’, in Keighren, I. M., and Norcup, J. (eds.) 2020 Landscapes of Detectorists (Axminster: Uniformbooks), 78-91,  p. 86.

Discussion questions

Based on your knowledge of commercial archaeology, do you think the supervisor’s behaviour is credible?

If you were in Tim’s position, what would you do?

If you were in Andy’s position, what would you do?


Have you ever been faced with this situation?  What did you do? Would you do the same again?


Additional question: how many Health & Safety breaches did you spot?

