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Exploring The Hidden Curriculum – Analysing The Hidden Curriculum In Your Setting.

1. Setting
2. What is the Hidden Curriculum?
The unintended, unofficial, unwritten lessons, perspectives and values that students learn in school. Not part of the National Curriculum – HC consists of unspoken and implicit social and cultural messages that are delivered to students whilst they are at school. Formal Curriculum consists of courses, lessons and learning activities. All of the external factors surrounding the child that contribute to their everyday lives – basic life skills, varied learning experiences, play and social skills – particular important focus in the class
3. Theorists
The two theorists theories that link with the class in discussion are: Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum theory and Skinner’s theory of Operant Conditioning.
· Bruner: - 
Spiral Curriculum theory for teaching and learning – ideas are repeated in learning opportunities & organised simple to complex. Ensuring teaching and learning experiences allow students to construct meaningful understanding to the new knowledge they have learned – In class: pupils learn through concepts & ideas rather than data and facts - apply these skills to different circumstances and situations, important for ASD pupils to understand and retain the information through linking it to real life situations eg, buttering bread, what could they make with a piece of buttered bread? – ALN life skills. Grasping a childs intuitive understanding of basic subject ideas through exposure to learning from an early age. Influence of environment (inclusive & engaging) & experiential factors (outdoor ed). Curriculum should be revisited as children grow to go over earlier learned ideas, expanding upon them until a child reaches a more in depth complete understanding of individual ideas & how they relate. 
· Skinner:
Learning as operant conditioning – strength of a behaviour is modified by positive reinforcers.
People learn through rewards & reinforcers – in class: (sticker charts, golden time, star of the week). Positive reinforcers are more effective at changing behaviours rather than consequences. Smaller learning steps create positive learning for pupils – limits fear of failure – reducing risks. Pupils learn from an early age the association between being rewarded for positive behaviour and facing a consequence for negative behaviour – In class: (class charter displaying ‘good’ and ‘not good’ behaviours - discussed in circle time - pupils are aware of the way in which to behave to be rewarded in class – In Class: (manners, communication & completing work).


· [bookmark: _GoBack]Curriculum – Past & Present 
School curriculum is learner focused - inclusive for kinaesthetic, visual & auditory learners – In Class: (Individual learning programmes for literacy & numeracy, eg, Uffculme, rapid reading, accelerated literacy) – enables specific pupils to acquire knowledge & skills that are relevant to them.
 National curriculum in 1980s - focused on students performance through high levels of discipline on core subjects & some life skills in preparation for working life – little emphasis of health & well-being. 
National curriculum for 2020 in Wales – Holistic approach emphasised by Welsh Government. To be taught in broader style. Focuses on aspects of pupil development rather than performance – particularly important for SEN/ALN settings. Pupils to build upon & improve skills & knowledge that they already have, reinforcing pupils to activate their prior knowledge across all learning areas. Aiming to allow pupils to see relevance of their study in their daily lives – In class: (applying specific topics throughout all areas of learning, emphasis on developing life skills, emphasis on creating independence for the pupils). Expressive arts & humanities and health & well-being being focused on in greater depth in new national curriculum.
· Perspectives Of Education 
Functionalist perspective – focus on positive functions:- 
· Creating social solidarity 
· Teaching skills for work – (pupils go on work experience days – café & charity shop) – vocational opportunities
· Teaching core values for life
Hidden Curriculum explored the social norms & moral beliefs transmitted through the structure of the & social relationships. 
Marxist approach – broadly constructivist – student centered.
Pupils learn to respect authority through hierarchy of authority within the school – essential for pupils who will go on to be future workers. 
Mainstream settings – ruling class elites – wealthier children have access to better schools – greater emphasis on academic studies rather than vocational opportunities. Working class children are more likely to have access to a poorer standard of education – reproducing inequality.
Teaching skills that capitalist employers would need rather than skills that working class jobs would require. 
Level or progression monitored through assessments rather than gradual monitoring of how skills learned can be applied to real life situations. 
· Hidden Curriculum In Special Education – Pupil Voice, Educational Methods & Divergent Thinkers

Allowing pupils to express themselves through opportunity – school council, free play, chasing curiosity, creativity, UNCRC rights respecting school, independent living & life skills, enterprise opportunities – allowing the pupils to the right of their identity, providing the pupils with experience and strategies to learn and create new ideas for learning.
Discussion – circle time, working with member of staff, storytelling – sensory & social stories with members of staff, training – ensuring all staff are provided with relevant knowledge and skills regarding the pupils they are working alongside. 
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