Classical criminology in relation to evidence-based policing

Classical criminology is a form of criminology that later Influenced the development of several theories. Evidence based policing is policing follows a scientific method. In theory and in execution. This method is based on the ideas in criminology.

Classical criminology began to emerge from the mid-17th century when norms were being challenged, philosophers influenced people to challenge hierarchical structures, such as government, politics, monarchies, such as events like the French Revolution  (Hourly History, 2016). Greater education led to people pushing for reform though freedom of speech and freedom of thought. The rights of man, religious freedoms and scientific achievement brought a change. The main beliefs regarding crime were that people had free will and were responsible for their own actions, so crime was as a result of choices made. The fact that beliefs changed to develop the view that classical criminology theory asserts people act rationally and are aware of the consequences of their actions so, they should be held accountable for their crimes and punished accordingly (Britannica, 2017). Prior to the enlightenment there was a common belief that a supernatural being controlled people’s actions and behaviours. 
The age of enlightenment later informed the creation of classic criminology. This was a method of criminology that was created with the concept that all humans acted logically (Scott, 2014). This would mean that crime was a choice and could be delt with logically. This resulted in the uses of crime deterrents such as prison (West, 2017). These ideas originated in the 18th century with criminologists such as Jeremy Bentham. 
 
One theory is called rational choice theory. This theory states that potential offenders make a calculation for the crime they commit (Ronald V. Clarke, 1993). They follow a pleasure pain principle. This means that they will make the choice that maximizes pleasure and minimizes pain.  An offender is likely to commit a crime if the benefits outweigh the risks. Punishment developed to be more appropriate to the crime, there was a reduction in torture and capital punishment. Rational choice theory believes that people are choosing their actions. This means that deterrents will affect the decision-making process. Deterrents can be physical or psychological. Physical deterrents can be streetlighting or reinforced structures such as a locked cabinet behind a counter for cigarettes. Psychological deterrents include cardboard and fiberglass cut out of police officers (Hudson, 2016). Deterrents will affect the decision-making process, but the extent may differ depending on other variables such as personality and priorities (Sparrow, 2016). Potential offenders may know the deterrent poses no danger of prosecution or their own rationality decreases the threat and effectiveness of the deterrent so, proceed anyway. Other tactics could be added which may cause the deterrent to become more effective. For example, switching out cut-outs for real officers.
 
Classical criminology gives us specific information and knowledge. This can be used to look at crime to give us a deeper understanding of the mentality and method of criminals. Classical criminology gives a set of ideas that allow us to understand criminal information and acts. Classical criminology believes in the reduced use death penalty. This was due to the punishment fitting the crime. Use of the death penalty does not reduce crime (Roeder, et al., 2015). The death penalty is used in America but has been shown to not reduce the amount of crime that occurs. This could be due to the nature of death penalty crimes. These crimes are committed by people who value committing the crime above the consequences or by people who believe that they can avoid the consequences.

The pain pleasure principle is a way we can understand crime by looking at the reward that criminals get from committing the crime. This lets us understand criminality better by looking at crime from the perspective of a criminal. This informed rational choice and crime pattern theory. Both theories look at the crime from a criminal's perspective and increase the functional deterrents and opportunities. The focuses of both of the theories are to protect suitable targets with more deterrents. According to both theories an electronics shop should have more deterrents than a food shop. This is because the reward is higher which means that the threat of punishment should also be higher. 


 An understanding of why a criminal act the way they do means we can better the deter crime (Loughran, 2018). Classical criminology has also influenced many modern theories this means that classical criminology has had an effect on criminology which has lasted longer than individual theory (Thite, 2021). Punishment fitting the crime and the use of punishment as a deterrent. They work together to decrease the amount of crime (LawTeacher, 2013). Punishment is pain within the pain pleasure principle and reward for committing the crime is pleasure.  
 
SARA is a method of evidence-based policing. This method involves scanning, analysing, responding and then, assessing. Scanning Is identifying a problem such as crime or specific deviant behaviour, analysing is identifying the cause and damage caused by the crime (Haggerty, 2001). Responding is attempting to fix the problem and assessing is analysing the effectiveness of the response (Glenn, 2020). Problem oriented policing (POP) is a higher theory for evidence-based policing but is not a full method. This means that it is a structure that can mix two methods together. POP will work within the analysis and response stage of sara. This is because POP involves a method of understanding and fixing a problem that is related to crime through targeted tactics that can be used to deter or support this will depend on the nature of the crime (College of policing , 2022). 
 
 
 
Classical criminology is involved in several aspects of SARA. Scanning and analysing both fit the idea that classical criminology believes that crimes are committed rationally. Rational actions mean that there is a logical reason why a crime has been committed. This allows for the identification and understanding of the criminal's logic. This means that understanding where and why crimes happen is logical as there is a reason for both. Responding means that crime can be deterred as the previous stages would give an understanding of why the crime is happening and therefore what needs to happen to reduce the crime. Assessing does not have a base in classical criminology but is still an important step as sara is a scientific method which means that results should be recorded. The origin of classical criminology does provide a reason for the assessing stage as the age of enlightenment was all about analysing and recording when various events occurred.  
Crimes against the person include violent crimes. These violent crimes range from assault to grievous bodily harm. These crimes can have a wide range of causes and goals. Violence may occur to get something because of emotional or mental health issues. It could also be causes due to members of a gang or revenge for another crime. Violence can also occur as self-defence. Depending on the reason why violence happens it will change the approach that a police officer would take to decrease the amount of violence in the area. Violence that is causes by emotional or physiology reasons such as drug usage would require a targeted response focusing on assisting the people in the area through whatever means is needed depending on the situation (Varshney, et al., 2016). 
If violence is looked at within Swansea city centerer and the surrounding area, the majority of violence offences occurs in and around wind street (South Wales Police, 2023). This means that the violence likely occurs due to alcohol consumption. This means a POP method would be most applicable as the use of deterrence will have little to no effect as the potential offenders are not behaving rationally. A targeted approach would be needed. This would involve the management of the people leaving the clubs and bars on wine street different tactics could be used such as each locations having a different closing time or an increase in the availability of support available to the drunk people. Providing support to intoxicated individuals will give them care for their wellbeing as well as decreasing the number of individuals on the street.  (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2019). 
 
 
Classical criminology is still present and utilized in the modern day this shows that it is reliable Within criminology it has created and inspired several different theories and practices such as routine activity and rational choice both use and relate to classic criminology the use of lawyers, prison sentences and other reasonable punishments all come from classical criminology. This shows the level of impact that classism has had on the modern legal system. Classical criminology introduces several ideas that influence the daily lives of people. The deterrents are all around as they can range from fines to security cameras this means that classical criminology has caused people to become safer every day.
 
Classical criminology is old which means that it has outdated the ideas and principles pf the belief that humans always act rationally contradict modern beliefs and knowledge. Within the modern-day mental health is a bigger concern and considerations around it and more prevalent. This means that the approach towards crime and deviance is different and modern-day methods consider more circumstance and concepts before determining the consequences for an action. This fundamentally opposes the ideas within classism. This is because classism does not consider circumstance and considers all people to be rational. 
 
Evidence based policing is an intelligent approach towards policing instead of relying on instinct they are a scientific approach to analysis what, how and why a crime a crime is committed and how to solve it in that area. This means that a scientific approach is taken which allows results to be analysed and understood. This should mean that results will be repeatable within different areas as long as appropriate changed has been made, depending on the differences in different social economic areas. Evidence based policing also gives guide lines within the method that the origination is following this means that the people organizing can easily identify what stage and method they are following this also means that communication is easier which will allow for a clearer and more logical approach. Policing by consent is an idea that was created in 1829. This is the idea that the majority of the public support police. This means that not every individual must support the police. Evidence based policing uses policing by consent in its research and application. The society that the police operate in consents to the police arresting and reducing crimes with legal methods. This means that the society consents to evidence base policing. This concept is applied in several stages it’s an important part as crime states are used to help for research it is also needed for the ethics of evidence-based policing as evidence based policing is scientific and therefore needed to follow scientific morals and research. 
 
Evidence based policing has several drawbacks and risks. The guidelines can make originations using the methods will follow to strictly this means that they could start not considering differences for different areas which will make the method less effective as every other area is different and therefore requires a different approach.  The dark figure of crime is unknown and unreported crimes. This effects the quality of the research that is used in evidence-based policing. This is because the lack of the correct statistics means that the research and analysis stages based on the incomplete information. Agencies that are using evidence-based policing have limitations on the crime reports that they can receive. This means that they would have to communicate with other organizations that could give ither states of information that would allow them to get a complete understating of the impact. For example, the police would have to get statistics from the NHS for drug overdoses if the police were trying to decrease the drug uses in a specific area. This could slow down the process as asking another origination for information is slower than looking at their own statics. This also because current information is not released. The most recent is 2019 for England (NHS, 2019). This shows that 2000 people died from an overdose of illegal drugs.
In conclusion, classical criminology has expanded our understanding of how criminals think as well as approaches to stopping crime. It also influences modern theories which shows how important its development was. Evidence based policing has allowed for a modern approach to policing this is by using the advantages that modern police have over the old generation of police and has been mostly successful.
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