
SEA and examples in Marine 
Planning and Policy

ACBA 7004  

Alisdair Cunningham

a.cunningham@uwtsd.ac.uk



Outline

• What is SEA

• SEA for Planning and 

Programmes

• Activity – EIA review 

process (Student-led)

ACBA 7004



Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment
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At its simplest… 

11/26/2024

• It is a formal process for 

assessing the effect of a 

plan or programme on 

the environment.

• Strategic Environmental 

Assessment | 

GOV.WALES
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https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment
https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment
https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment


Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment

• Strategic environmental assessment 

(SEA) is a systematic decision 

support process, ensuring that 

environmental and possibly other 

sustainability aspects are considered 

effectively in policy, plan and 

programme making.

• Tiered decision-making framework 

• Evidence base
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Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment

• Strategic environmental assessment 

(SEA) is a tool used internationally to 

improve the environmental 

performance of plans – lead to 

sustainable development 

• Predicts and evaluates environmental 

impacts of plans 

• Considers their alternatives at an early 

stage in their preparation.

• Identifies improvements to plans 

through the involvement of 

environmental experts and the 

participation of the public
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Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment 
(SEA)

• A process that ensures the needs of the wider 
environment are considered in plan-making. 

• It must be applied to certain plans and programmes, 
with the aim of minimising the adverse and maximising 
the beneficial effects on the environment. 

• It is Natural Resources Wales’ view, as the responsible 
authority under the Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004 (SEA 
Regulations), that Area Statements fall within the 
definition of a ‘plan’ or ‘programme’, as outlined in 
Regulation 2(1).

•  The preparation of Area Statements is a legislative 
requirement and a statutory duty, under the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The provisions of the 
SEA regulations will, therefore, need to be considered 
by Natural Resources Wales.

• Natural Resources Wales / Natural Resources Wales approach to impact 
assessments of Area Statements
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https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/strategies-and-plans/area-statements/natural-resources-wales-approach-to-impact-assessments-of-area-statements/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/what-we-do/strategies-and-plans/area-statements/natural-resources-wales-approach-to-impact-assessments-of-area-statements/?lang=en


Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment 
(SEA)

• The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 

(Wales) Regulations 2004 (legislation.gov.uk)

• The framework for the SEA process is provided by 

European Directive 42/2001/EC on ‘the assessment of the 

effects of certain plans and programmes on the 

environment’. This Directive has been brought into effect for 

plans or programmes solely in Wales by The Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes (Wales) 

Regulations 2004 and for plans or programmes operating 

partially in Wales or operating in other parts of the UK but 

having an impact in Wales by The Environmental 

Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

• qg12-023-english.pdf (senedd.wales)
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2004/1656/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2004/1656/contents/made
https://senedd.wales/media/cfldjkxy/qg12-023-english.pdf




SEA 
Development 
and History 
Notes

• The European Union Directive on Environmental 

Impact Assessments (85/337/EEC) – project based

• Local effects • Many environmentally-damaging 

decisions are made at a strategic level.

 • SEA originated from regional development / land use 

planning 

• In Europe the Convention on Environmental Impact 

Assessment in a Transboundary Context the (Espoo 

Convention) laid the foundations for the introduction of 

SEA in 1991. 

• In 2003, the Espoo Convention was supplemented by a 

Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment.

 • The European SEA Directive 2001/42/EC required 

that all member states of the European Union should 

have ratified the Directive into their own country's law by 

21 July 2004.
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Hierarchy of Proposal and Assessment
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• SEA - Eia.nl
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https://www.eia.nl/en/topics/esia-sea/sea


SEA and 
Biodiversity?

• Help ensure biodiversity objectives 

are built into plans. 

• Closer department working – 

Planning Dpt 

• Identify and evaluate alternatives to 

proposals that may be better for 

biodiversity

 • Present recommendations to avoid 

and reduce identified impacts and 

safeguard biodiversity (RSPB, 2004).
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SEA and 
Environmental 
Protection

• SEA is intended to help achieve a high level of 

environmental protection.

•  1. The precautionary principle implies favouring 

biodiversity protection where certainty of impact is 

lacking. Or, where adverse impacts are identified, but 

not enough data to confirm ‘no significant impact’.

•  2. The ‘no net loss’ principle requires the status 

quo to be maintained in terms of quantitative and 

qualitative aspects of biodiversity (how much is there, 

how it is structured and distributed). 
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Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment

• Designated sites are important at a number of stages in 

the SEA process, including screening (determining the 

need for SEA), scoping (agreeing the scope of the study), 

developing and selecting alternatives and designing 

mitigation. Plan alternatives that are likely to damage a 

designated site should not be selected, or should be 

selected only for reasons of overriding public interest if 

effective, proven mitigation or compensation is possible. 

Mitigation proposals for unavoidable impacts on 

designated sites must ensure that the integrity of these 

sites and the viability of their habitats and species 

populations is maintained or restored.
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EIA v SEA

• An SEA is conducted before a 

corresponding EIA is undertaken. 

•  Information on the 

environmental impact of a plan 

can cascade down through the 

tiers of decision making and can 

be used in an EIA at a later 

stage.

 • SEAs help in the preparation of 

an EIA but do not remove the 

need for one
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Differences between SEA and EIA
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Differences between SEA and EIA
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Process of the SEA

• The structure of SEA (under the Directive) is based on the following phases:

•  1. "Screening", investigation of whether the plan or programme falls under the SEA 

legislation 

• 2. "Scoping", defining the boundaries of investigation, assessment and assumptions 

required, 

• 3. "Documentation of the state of the environment", effectively a baseline on which to 

base judgments, 

• 4. "Determination of the likely environmental impacts", - Direction of Change rather than 

firm figures 

• 5. Public consultation

•  6. Influencing "Decision taking" based on the assessment 

• 7. Monitoring of the effects of plans and programmes after their implementation.

11/26/2024 19ACBA 7004



Mandatory 
Requirements

• Article 3(2) makes SEA mandatory for plans and 

programmes: a) which are prepared for agriculture, 

forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste 

management, water management, 

telecommunications, tourism, town and country 

planning or land use and which set the framework for 

future development consent for projects listed in 

Annexes I and II to the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Directive (85/337/EEC);

•  or b) which, in view of the likely effect on sites, 

have been determined to require an assessment 

pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive 

(92/43/EEC).
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• Land use and spatial planning The Directive 

applies to plans and programmes in the following 

categories: • Structure Plans • Local Plans • 

Unitary Development Plans • The Wales Spatial 

Plan • Waste Local Plans 

• Other regional and local authority plans and 

programmes • Local Air Quality Action Plans • 

Local Housing Strategies • Local Transport Plans • 

Municipal Waste Management Strategies • 

Regional Economic Strategies (prepared by 

Regional Development Agencies

11/26/2024 21

Projects subject to the SEA
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Projects 
subject to the 
SEA

• Environmental protection and 
management 

• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Management Plans • National Park 
Management Plans • National policy 
statements on planning for waste 
management • Salmon Action Plans

 Other plans and programmes • Oil and 
Gas Licensing Rounds • Offshore 
Windfarm Site Licensing Rounds • Nuclear 
Decommissioning Strategies

Taken from : A Practical Guide to 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (UK 
Government, 2005
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Activity

Find an example of an SEA for a project or a 

programme.

Fill in the table on the board:

SEA purpose, 

location, 

summarise key points

(30 minutes)
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Strategic Environmental Assessment for 
Gwent Levels M4 Relief Road Scheme

Wales scraps £1.4bn Gwent Levels M4 relief road scheme | Wales | 
The Guardian ACBA 7004

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/jun/04/wales-scraps-gwent-levels-m4-relief-road-scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/jun/04/wales-scraps-gwent-levels-m4-relief-road-scheme


Newport Gwent

11/26/2024

•  SSSI 

•  One of the largest remaining 

areas of ancient grazing marsh 

and drainage ditches (reens)

• Otters (Luta lutra) and water 

voles (Arvicola amphibious)

•  Breeding waders – lapwing 

(Vanellus vanellus), snipe 

(Gallinago gallinago), curlew 

(Numenius arquata) 

• 144 National Notable or Red 

Data book invertebrate species 

• Nationally scarce rootless 

duckweed (Wolffia arrhizal)

25ACBA 7004



Strategic Environmental Assessment for 
Gwent Levels M4 Relief Road Scheme

ACBA 7004

Living Levels: Recapturing, enhancing and celebrating 
The Gwent Levels

• Click here: Watch Gwent Levels video (3 mins)

https://www.livinglevels.org.uk/
https://www.livinglevels.org.uk/


M4 relief road scheme
Report (divio-media.org)

• Proposed route cuts 
through: 
• Redwick & Llandevenny • 
Whitson 
• Nash & Goldcliff 
• St Brides
 • It would cross: 
• River Usk Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) 
• It would pass close to: • 
Magor Marsh SSSI • 
Newport Wetlands SSSI 
and National Nature 
Reserve 

ACBA 7004

https://gat04-live-1517c8a4486c41609369c68f30c8-aa81074.divio-media.org/M4-Newport/C%20-%20Core%20Documents/4.%20Scheme%20Development%20and%20Alternatives/4.4.10%20-%20Strategic%20Environmental%20Assessment%20Environmental%20Report%20Non-Technical%20Summary.pdf


Welsh Government 
Justification
• Improved network links

• Reduction in congestion – economic benefits 

• Reduce travel time for local commuters. Mitigation 

and economic benefits outweigh environmental 

impact 

• Traffic on M4 and around Newport peaked in 2004 

• Cheaper and less damaging options (investment in 

sustainable transport provision for eg)

• Cost – estimate £1.4 billion – burden on public 

expenditure in Wales 
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Wellbeing of Future 
Generations Act

• The Welsh Government said it accepted 

during construction and operation of the 

new road there would be "a large or very 

large adverse effect on the landscape 

character of the Levels". But it added: 

"That effect has to be weighed against the 

significant social, economic and other 

environmental benefits that the scheme 

would bring to Newport, the wider Cardiff 

region and Wales as a whole." 
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Mitigation v Compensation
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Mitigation 
Heirarchy

• compensation-and-

mitigation-factsheet.pdf 

(woodlandtrust.org.uk)
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https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/43636/compensation-and-mitigation-factsheet.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/43636/compensation-and-mitigation-factsheet.pdf
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/43636/compensation-and-mitigation-factsheet.pdf


Mitigation

• Mitigation: normally involves measures that 

reduce and/or minimise impacts within the site 

boundary such as: changes to timing, 

engineering design, use of different piling 

techniques, sediment by-passing to avoid 

sediment loss or reductions to the extent of a 

project. 

• However, there will be circumstances where 

there are impacts that affect mobile species 

and functionally linked habitats, which may 

involve measures to address these impacts 

beyond the boundaries of designated sites. 

11/26/2024 32

• suggested definitions relevant 

to sites designated under the 

Habitats and Birds Directives 
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Compensation

• Compensation: involves 

measures, such as new habitat 

creation, taken beyond the 

site boundary that offset the 

residual impacts that have a 

detrimental impact upon the 

conservation objectives for a 

protected site. 

• Compensation is a last resort 

and should only be considered 

where there are residual 

adverse effects on site integrity 

that the competent authority 

agrees cannot be mitigated.
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Mitigation v 
Compensation

• Impossible either to avoid 

adverse impact on the ecology 

of the site, or to mitigate to 

reduce the adverse impact.

 • Last resort after all on-site 

options have been investigated 

• Like-for-like habitat

 • Site must be appropriate for 

the species and habitats they 

are intended to support

•  Long-term commitment
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Mitigation v 
Compensation

• Government guidance on 

best practice for mitigating or 

compensating during the 

consenting process:

• Mitigation and Compensation 

Opportunity in Marine 

Consenting
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https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/mitigation-compensation-opportunity-marine-consenting.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/mitigation-compensation-opportunity-marine-consenting.pdf
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Mitigation v 
Compensation

• Government guidance on 

best practice for mitigating or 

compensating during the 

consenting process:

• Mitigation and Compensation 

Opportunity in Marine 

Consenting
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https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/mitigation-compensation-opportunity-marine-consenting.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/mitigation-compensation-opportunity-marine-consenting.pdf
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Compensation in 
practice: Cardiff 
Barrage

• Under the deal with the EU, compensation 

for the loss of the mudflats meant creating a 

new wildlife habitat by flooding 1,000 acres 

of farmland, 15 miles further along the coast 

in the Gwent Levels, with sewage water.

• At the time, FoE Director Tony Juniper 

said: "They are destroying a saline mudflat 

and creating a freshwater marsh. "It's like 

knocking down the Tower of Pisa and 

building a cinema and calling it 

compensation."
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Compensation in 
practice: Cardiff 
Barrage

• Was the compensation a success?

• Murata & Feest (2015) determined 

through the analysis of bird data from the 

Cardiff (development) location, and the 

compensation area in Newport (At Gwent 

Levels) that “the compensation habitat 

was better than the original”
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M4 Relief Road… 
the debate 
continues!

ACBA 7004



Activity

Read the M4 relief road SEA non-technical 

summary. 

In pairs, provide a short summary of the 

assessment of significant effects (20 mins)

Do you think the M4 relief road should be 

built? Why? 

11/26/2024 ACBA7004 40

Report (divio-media.org)

https://gat04-live-1517c8a4486c41609369c68f30c8-aa81074.divio-media.org/M4-Newport/C%20-%20Core%20Documents/4.%20Scheme%20Development%20and%20Alternatives/4.4.10%20-%20Strategic%20Environmental%20Assessment%20Environmental%20Report%20Non-Technical%20Summary.pdf


Take a break 10mins
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Tiering of policy, plan, programme and project 
Environmental Assessment
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Strategic Environmental Assessment

• Sustainability | Free Full-

Text | Advances in 

Implementing Strategic 

Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) Techniques in 

Central America and the 

Caribbean (mdpi.com)

ACBA 7004

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/10/4039


Strategic Environmental Assessment
Stages in the SEA process

• It is important that you include SEA at the beginning of a plan preparation, so that it is an integral part of the 

process. The stages in the SEA process are:

• setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding the scope:

• developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects

• preparing the environmental report

• consulting on the draft plan or programme and the environmental report

• monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan or programme on the environment

• Strategic Environmental Assessment | GOV.WALES

ACBA 7004

https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment


Useful SEA Resources

Welsh Government, 2019. Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk Management: 

Development of a National Strategy for 
Wales: Environmental Report.

strategic-environmental-assessment-
environmental-report.pdf (gov.wales)

RTPI, 2018. Strategic Environmental 
Assessment: Improving the effectiveness 
and efficiency of SEA/SA for land use plans
sea-sapracticeadvicefull2018c.pdf 
(rtpi.org.uk)

ACBA 7004

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-06/strategic-environmental-assessment-environmental-report.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-06/strategic-environmental-assessment-environmental-report.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1822/sea-sapracticeadvicefull2018c.pdf
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1822/sea-sapracticeadvicefull2018c.pdf


Take a break 10mins
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Remember…at its simplest… 
SEA
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• It is a formal process for 

assessing the effect of a 

plan or programme on 

the environment.

• Strategic Environmental 

Assessment | 

GOV.WALES
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https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment
https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment
https://www.gov.wales/strategic-environmental-assessment


Programmes for 
banning plastic 
wet wipes?

• Wet wipes containing plastic 

- proposed ban: strategic 

environmental assessment - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
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Wet wipe pollution | Latest news | Marine Conservation Society 
(mcsuk.org)

Our seas are swimming in wet wipes | Latest news | 
Marine Conservation Society (mcsuk.org)
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/analysing-high-streets-wet-wipe-claims/?gclid=CjwKCAiA0syqBhBxEiwAeNx9N3X4xpQiNqpBZ38tywNzV1wOUURkg9qTrNGJAuoKJz-OZ02nIJsrxhoCgdAQAvD_BwE
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/analysing-high-streets-wet-wipe-claims/?gclid=CjwKCAiA0syqBhBxEiwAeNx9N3X4xpQiNqpBZ38tywNzV1wOUURkg9qTrNGJAuoKJz-OZ02nIJsrxhoCgdAQAvD_BwE
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/our-seas-are-swimming-in-wet-wipes-its-time-to-take-action/
https://www.mcsuk.org/news/our-seas-are-swimming-in-wet-wipes-its-time-to-take-action/


Programmes for 
banning plastic 
wet wipes?

• Wet wipes containing plastic 

- proposed ban: strategic 

environmental assessment - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot)
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Wet wipes: UK government begins consultation on ban 
- BBC Newsround
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/67126988
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/67126988


Programmes for 
banning plastic 
wet wipes?

• Wet wipes containing plastic 

- proposed ban: strategic 

environmental assessment - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot)

11/26/2024 50

Monster fatberg 'autopsy' reveals wet wipes, bones and 
false teeth | Waste | The Guardian
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/04/monster-fatberg-autopsy-reveals-wet-wipes-bones-and-false-teeth
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/04/monster-fatberg-autopsy-reveals-wet-wipes-bones-and-false-teeth


SEA for Programmes?

• Wet wipes containing plastic - proposed ban: strategic environmental assessment - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

ACBA 7004

https://www.gov.scot/publications/strategic-environmental-assessment-proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-environmental-report/#:~:text=How%20was%20the%20Strategic%20Environmental,of%20wet%20wipes%20containing%20plastic.


Activity

11/26/2024 ACBA7004 52

• In preparation for the following 

activities, read this article: Wet 

wipes: keeping them out of our seas 

(and sewers) | Friends of the Earth 

(10 mins)

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/wet-wipes-keeping-them-out-our-seas-and-sewers
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/wet-wipes-keeping-them-out-our-seas-and-sewers
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/sustainable-living/wet-wipes-keeping-them-out-our-seas-and-sewers


Activity
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• Discuss: 

• What alternatives to a ban on 

wet wipes containing plastic 

could be considered?

(5 mins)
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• Improved segregation of 

wet wipes in sewer 

infrastructure – 

considered ‘end of pipe’ 

solutions – do not solve 

the root issue.

• Voluntary water industry 

standards e.g. Fine to 

Flush – do not significantly 

change industry or 

consumer behaviour.

• Therefore, neither are 

deemed reasonable 

alternatives

54ACBA 7004

Reasonable alternatives to a ban



Activity

As a group, decide which environmental 

topics you would consider scoped in or 

out within an SEA on the proposed ban 

on the manufacture, supply and sale of 

wet wipes containing plastic, selecting 

from the following topics. Please 

provide reasoning / justification for 

inclusion or exclusion.

(10 mins)

11/26/2024 ACBA7004 55Strategic Environmental Assessment (gov.wales)

SEA Topic In / Out Reason for inclusion / exclusion

Biodiversity, flora and 
fauna

IN
The proposal is considered to reduce the risk of harm to biodiversity 

and the marine environment by reducing the anthropogenic pressure of 
plastic pollution.

Population OUT

The proposal would not result in significant increases  and/or decreases 
in human population numbers, changes to immigration or emigration, 
etc. Social and economic effects will be considered in other impact 

assessments.

Human Health OUT

The proposal would not result in any significant human health issues. 
Sewage-related debris, including wet wipes, can be a vector for 

infection and disease. This is a small risk to human health, and is not 
likely to be improved significantly by the proposal as other forms of 

sewage-related debris will still exist. 

Soil, geology and 
hydrodynamic processes

OUT
The proposal would be unlikely to have an impact on soil, geology or 

hydrodynamic processes.

Water quality, resources, 
ecological status

IN
The proposal may have an impact on water quality in terms of 

microplastic pollution.

Air OUT
The proposal would be unlikely to result in significant changes to 

emissions to air from a change in manufacturing processes. 

Climatic factors OUT
The proposal is unlikely to result in significant increases or decreases of 

emissions of greenhouse gases.

Material assets 
(https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/

219432/lups-sea-gu4-
consideration-of-material-assets-

in-sea.pdf)

IN
The proposal is likely to impact built assets or natural assets as defined 
in the SEPA guidance. The proposal will potentially influence the number 

of sewer blockages experienced by Scottish Water each year.

Cultural heritage OUT The proposal is unlikely to have effects on cultural heritage.

Landscape / seascape OUT

The proposal is unlikely to have effects on landscape and/or seascape. 
The proposal is likely to result in a reduction of one type of beach litter, 

but it will not eliminate it as a whole and therefore will not have a 
significant impact on seascape.

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/consultation-bodies-in-wales-services-and-standards-for-responsible-authorities.pdf


SEA for the ban on the manufacture, supply 
and sale of wet wipes containing plastic

11/26/2024

• The SEA provides a high-

level and qualitative 

assessment of the 

potential environmental 

effects that are likely to 

result from the proposed 

ban on the manufacture, 

supply and sale of wet 

wipes containing plastic. 

• The assessment identifies 

the effects of the 

proposed ban on the SEA 

topics that are scoped into 

the assessment, 

specifically: biodiversity, 

flora and fauna; water 

quality, resources, and 

ecological status; and 

material assets. 
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Activity
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• On the following slide, complete the 

table of assessment on whether the 

proposed ban would have a positive, 

negative, or neutral impact on the 

environmental topics scoped in 

using the following score grading.

+ Positive effect
0 No overall effect
- Negative effect
? Uncertain effect

Score Key



Activity
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SEA Topic SEA Objective SEA Questions Score Commentary

Biodiversity, 
flora, 

and fauna

To work towards achieving ‘Good 
Environmental Status’ (GES) for marine 

litter.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the attainment 

of GES for marine litter?
+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment may 
contribute toward achieving GES. Wet wipes containing plastic are only one type of marine litter, and 

as such a ban on these alone would not achieve GES. In the long term, as part of a suite of current 
and possible future measures banning a variety of single-use plastic items, this proposal may result 

in positive impacts to the environmental baseline.

To safeguard and enhance marine and 
coastal ecosystems, including species, 

habitats and their interactions.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic enhance marine 

ecosystems, and the species and habitats 
contained therein. 

+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment will reduce 
the pressure of plastic litter on ecosystems, as well as on the species and habitats within them. A 
reduction in risk of harm posed to these ecosystems will contribute toward their safeguarding and 

enhancement, through a reduction in negative pressures and increased resilience.

To protect and conserve the ecosystems 
and the biological diversity of UK territorial 

seas.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the biological 

diversity of UK territorial seas as a whole?
+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment will reduce 
the pressure of plastic litter on ecosystems. A reduction in pressure on biological diversity at the 
Scottish scale will contribute to overall protection of biological diversity within UK territorial seas.

Water quality, 
resources, and 

ecological 
status

To work towards achieving ‘Good 
Environmental Status’ for marine litter.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the attainment 

of GES for marine litter?
+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment may 
contribute toward achieving GES. Wet wipes containing plastic are only one type of marine litter that 
results in micro and nano plastic pollution, and as such a ban on these alone would not achieve GES. 

In the long term, as part of a suite of current and possible future measures banning a variety of 
single-use plastic items, this proposal may result in positive impacts to the environmental baseline.

To safeguard and enhance marine and 
coastal ecosystems, including species, 

habitats and their interactions.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the water 
quality and ecological status of marine 

ecosystems? 

+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment will reduce 
the pressure of micro and nano plastic litter on ecosystems, as well as on the species and habitats 

within them. A reduction in risk of harm posed to these ecosystems will contribute toward their 
safeguarding and enhancement, through a reduction in negative pressures and increased resilience.

To protect and conserve the ecosystems 
and the biological diversity of UK territorial 

seas.

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the water 

quality and ecological status of UK territorial 
seas as a whole?

+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment will reduce 
the pressure of micro and nano plastic litter on ecosystems. A reduction in pressure on biological 
diversity at the Scottish scale will contribute to overall protection of biological diversity within UK 

territorial seas.

Material assets

To work towards achieving ‘Good 
Environmental Status’ for marine litter

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the attainment 

of GES for marine litter?
+

The reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic in the marine environment may 
contribute toward achieving GES. Wet wipes containing plastic are only one type of marine litter, and 

as such a ban on these alone would not achieve GES. In the long term, as part of a suite of current 
and possible future measures banning a variety of single-use plastic items, this proposal may result 

in positive impacts to the environmental baseline.

To work towards reducing sewer blockages 
and damage to infrastructure

To what extent will the proposed ban of wet 
wipes containing plastic affect the status and 

efficient working of sewer infrastructure?
+

A reduction in the presence of wet wipes containing plastic entering the sewer system may reduce 
the risk of damage to sewer infrastructure and may reduce the number of spills of sewage and 

sewage-related debris into the marine environment. Wet wipes not containing plastic may still enter 
the sewer system, however these may be less rigid and could tear more easily meaning they would 

be less likely to accumulate in the sewer infrastructure and less likely to cause obstructions.



SEA & Consultation

ACBA 7004

• In October / November 2023, after the 

draft SEA was produced, public 

consultation was conducted across 

Scotland, England, Ireland and Wales

• Determine public views on the 

proposed ban with the SEA as the 

evidential material



Wales…

The proposed ban of the manufacture, supply and sale 
of wet wipes containing plastic | Business Wales 
(gov.wales)

ACBA 7004

https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-and-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic
https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-and-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic
https://businesswales.gov.wales/news-and-blog/proposed-ban-manufacture-supply-and-sale-wet-wipes-containing-plastic


Success!

ACBA 7004

UK-wide ban on wet wipes containing plastic to be put 
into law - GOV.UK

• The legislation will come into 

place by the end of 2024

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-wide-ban-on-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-to-be-put-into-law
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-wide-ban-on-wet-wipes-containing-plastic-to-be-put-into-law


Take a break 10mins
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Review Area 1

6311/26/2024 Environmental Impact Assessment 

1.1 Description of the development: the purpose(s) of the development is 
adequately described as well as its physical characteristics, scale and 
design. Quantities of material needed during construction and operation 
are included and, where appropriate, a description is given of the 
production processes. 

Rating

C

1.1.1 The purposes and objectives of the development are adequately explained. A

1.1.2 The design, size or scale of the development, and nature and duration of the construction and operation activities are adequately described. 
Diagrams, plans, charts and/or maps are effective for this purpose. 

B

1.1.3 The report adequately describes the environmental planning that went into the design of the project to minimise negative environmental 
effects and capture potential benefits. 

C

1.1.4 Important design features, especially those for environmental planning and socio-economic management are highlighted. C

1.1.5 There is adequate indication of the physical presence or appearance on the completed development within the receiving environment. D

1.1.6 The nature and quantities of materials needed during both the construction and operational phases are described  as well as, where 
appropriate, the nature of the production processes. 

F

1.1.7 The number of works involved with the project during both construction and operation are estimated. F



Activity

• Discuss your EIA reviews as a group.

Work through your scoring system. What were 

the strengths and weaknesses in your EIA 

report?

Is there any areas that are weak/strong 

across the variety of EIA?

(40 mins)
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https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/consultation-bodies-in-wales-services-and-standards-for-responsible-authorities.pdf


SEA and 
Neighbourhood 
Plans

• Understand-if-your-plan-

requires-a-Strategic-

Environmental-Assessment-

SEA-2021.02.26.pdf 

(neighbourhoodplanning.org)
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https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf


Does your Neighbourhood Plan need SEA?

Understand-if-your-plan-
requires-a-Strategic-
Environmental-Assessment-
SEA-2021.02.26.pdf 
(neighbourhoodplanning.org)
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https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf


SEA and Neighbourhood Plan

• A key stage in the neighbourhood planning process is determining whether or not SEA 

is required.

Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-
Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf 
(neighbourhoodplanning.org)

local-development-plan-manual-edition-2-2015.pdf 
(gov.wales)
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https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/local-development-plan-manual-edition-2-2015.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/local-development-plan-manual-edition-2-2015.pdf


SEA and Neighbourhood Plan

• Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA)

• The ISA Report considers the social, economic, and 
environmental effects of the Deposit Revised Local 
Development Plan (rLDP). It incorporates several statutory 
requirements into a single document which enables a more 
transparent and holistic assessment of the sustainability 
implications of the proposals contained in the rLPD.

• It features the joint Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), 
alongside a Welsh Language Impact Assessment (WLIA), 
an Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA), elements of a 
Health Impact Assessment (HIA), Local and National Well-
being Goals, and other considerations related to the 
environment including NRW’s Area Statement and the 
Section 6 Duty (to maintain and enhance biodiversity, and 
promote the resilience of ecosystems).

Understand-if-your-plan-requires-
a-Strategic-Environmental-
Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf 
(neighbourhoodplanning.org)

local-development-plan-manual-
edition-2-2015.pdf (gov.wales)
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https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/Understand-if-your-plan-requires-a-Strategic-Environmental-Assessment-SEA-2021.02.26.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/local-development-plan-manual-edition-2-2015.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/local-development-plan-manual-edition-2-2015.pdf
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