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In 1980, Gwynfor Evans, a Plaid Cymru MP, embarked on a hunger strike to pressure the Thatcher government into upholding its promise to establish S4C, the fourth TV channel in Britain,  and the only channel dedicated to Welsh-language programming (Shipton, 2013). His determined stance was essential in S4C's creation, and an important breakthrough for Welsh language and culture. The establishment of S4C was embedded in a longstanding desire for national understanding of Welsh culture and the celebration preservation of the Welsh language (S4C, ND). The effect of S4C's creation was huge, offering a platform for Welsh speakers to access programming in their native language, developing  cultural identity and sense of community. The channels creation challenged the dominance of English-language broadcasting, giving the Welsh language a powerful position within the world of media, distinct from the BBC and other mainstream channels. Gwynfor Evans's advocacy and the subsequent establishment of S4C has had a lasting impact on Welsh cultural autonomy and linguistic diversity within the UK (House of Commons, 2011).
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S4C, the Welsh-language television channel, was launched on November 1, 1982, with "SuperTed" as its opening program (BBC News, 2022). Initially broadcasting 22 hours a week, a portion was dedicated to Welsh-language content. Over the years, S4C has significantly expanded, now offering 170 hours a week of programming, predominantly in Welsh. To enhance accessibility, they provide English subtitles for a variety of shows, catering to a wider audience while preserving the Welsh language. Additionally, S4C offers various other accessibility options, ensuring inclusivity and allowing diverse viewers to engage with its content. This growth and commitment to accessibility emphasise S4C's evolution as a platform dedicated to Welsh culture and language while embracing a broader audience (S4C, 2023c). 
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The birth of Cyw, S4C's children's television segment in Welsh, marked a significant milestone in Welsh language, encouraging language acquisition in schools, Cylch Meithrin, and beyond. With its integration into Hwb during the coronavirus pandemic, Cyw became a valuable resource for families, providing accessible content catering to diverse backgrounds (Hwb, 2023). Its partnership with Mudiad Meithrin and the introduction of an app and website filled with games and activities helped parents immerse their children in the Welsh language at home (S4C, 2019). Despite its successes, S4C children's and young person's services do have some fallbacks, particularly the absence of tailored content for Key Stage 3 and 4 learners, and underfunding compared to other BBC services. Efforts like Stwnsh and Hansh aimed to address these gaps, but continued improvements are necessary for Cyw to remain relevant and engaging for all Welsh-speaking audiences. Some of its production styles appear outdated, failing to resonate with younger viewers. The Welsh adaptations of popular English kids' shows, such as Peter Rabbit and Miraculous Ladybug, encountered criticism due to poor dubbing, alienating Welsh second language learners as beloved characters felt unrecognisable. Incorporating images of outdated characters like Rapscaliwn could further disengage younger audiences.  (Holytriplem, 2021). 
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S4C stands as a vital bridge to Welsh culture and community, providing accessible programming that fosters a sense of belonging, especially in the wake of the Future Generations Wales Act (Welsh Government, 2015). With its integration into Hwb government accounts and its adaptability during the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic, S4C has offered a sense of community during times of struggle (S4C, 2020). Its role becomes more insightful when linking to Maslow's hierarchy of needs, addressing the fundamental need for belonging by providing a platform for Welsh language and culture, ensuring children from English-speaking households can still access and engage with their heritage from home (Maslow, 1943). S4C's showcasing of the Eisteddfod has also become a way for schools to select students, raising awareness and participation in this cultural event, further strengthening the sense of community and pride in Welsh heritage (Beufort research, 2013).
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The COVID-19 pandemic significantly affected the popularity of S4C, Cyw, and Hwb, with the shift towards remote learning and programming adjustments. Among the pandemic's challenges, these platforms played a crucial role in broadcasting information, maintaining educational continuity, and offering a sense of community (Clwstwr, 2023). The Donaldson Report (2015) highlights how crucial it is to include Welsh language and culture in education to ensure they thrive outside the classroom and the importance of creating an atmosphere that doesn't just promote Welsh within schools but also encourages its use beyond, possibly even in everyday media and at home (Donaldson, 2015). Initiatives like Saib a Symud brought mindfulness to the forefront of rural Welsh schools, catering to mental well-being in the Welsh-speaking community (Gwylan, 2023). In terms of Welsh language growth, there's been a steady increase in speakers since 2019, with Welsh government aiming for 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2018). S4C has contributed to this goal, with a 10% increase in Welsh speakers since the creation of S4C (S4C, ND). 
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Funding for S4C heavily relies on TV licensing, with only 2% sourced from advertisements, highlighting the potential for more Welsh language advertisements to support local and national businesses, nurturing pride in Welsh culture and promoting language development (Welsh Affairs Committee, 2023).  The promotion of language learning platforms on the S4C website, such as Duolingo, Dysgu Cymraeg, and SaySomethinginWelsh not only facilitates linguistic education but links with broader educational and cultural aspirations aligning with legislation to enhance Welsh language acquisition in schools and communities. Legislation, such as the Welsh Language Measure 2011, stresses the right of Welsh citizens to access education in Welsh and shapes initiatives like S4C's learners' newsletter, encouraging participation and making learning Welsh more accessible (Welsh Government, 2011). S4C plays a pivotal role in creating a space where learning Welsh is not just about language skills but about forging connections, preserving heritage, and nurturing a sense of belonging within the Welsh community (Welsh Government, 2023). The recent Children in Need 2023's focus on rural Welsh areas further reinforced this cultural richness, reflecting the importance of celebrating these regions and their unique identities, reinforcing a sense of cultural belonging among viewers (BBC Children in Need, 2023),  in in recent years Wales has seen an increase in Welsh medium schools, particularly in rural areas, and the use of S4C as a channel, app, and website, alongside their YouTube content, newsletters and general support and encouragement for Welsh learners, has supported these learners to embrace Welsh language and grow confidence in their language skills. 
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