1) What is the hidden curriculum?
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Hidden curriculum refers to the unspoken or implicit values, behaviors, and norms that exist in the educational setting.’ (Alsubaie, p.125, 2015)
Unwritten rules, values and normative patterns of behaviour
Conform to and learn while in school.
Crucial behaviours for adult life.  
How it varies from formal curriculum?
Critique 

2) Behaviour 
Social Norms 
Values 
Procedures 

3) Quote. 
Explanation- reinforce behaviours and norms
Example – teachers and rules – positive and negative reinforcements. 
Meritocracy – exams and good behaviour
Knowledge of the hidden curriculum could benefit pupils. 

4) There are 5 main sociological theories who share different opinions on the hidden curriculum.  
Functionalists 
Emile Durkheim – why and how societies remain stable? 
Macro-Level rather than Micro-Level understanding 
Social institutions – play a vital role and fulfil needs of society. 
Education, jobs, taxes, raise family….
When a function no longer serves a purpose, it changes. 
Conflict Theorists – Originates in the works of Karl Marx.
causes and consequences of conflict between the bourgeoisie (capitalists) and the proletariats (the poor or working class). 
Political, social and economic inequalities. Power imbalance resulting in conflict.
Values and beliefs to benefit the capitalists through implementation of the hidden curriculum. 
 If the working class rebel, socialism can thrive which will end conflict. 
Symbolic Interactionist – Is based on the understanding that individuals within society value and believe things based on their own interpretation and perspective of situations and behaviours rather than what is factually true. 
“definition of the situation” - When the symbolic meaning overrides the facts. 
Prejudice, opinions which are factually untrue, views on race and gender which have been socially constructed to divide the societies.
Compulsory education has encouraged inequalities through gender specific subjects in the past, valuing women to be caring, creative and nurturing and men to be scientific, practical and proactive. 
Although, untrue today, there is still a divide in perceived and stereotypical male and female roles.
More of a micro-Level view rather than Macro- Level. 
Feminist - theory views society as unfair and unjust and highlight inequalities, oppression and injustice between gender and sex. 
Post-Modernist –  believe that the modern views of conflict theory, Marxism, feminism and functionalism are outdated and no longer relevant because society has become more complex and unpredictable.  Provide explanation.   

5) Skinner – functionalist 
Cause of action and consequences
Repeated behaviour and desirable outcomes for social stability. 
Bruner – symbolic interactionist 
Facilitate children’s thinking and problem solving skills to enable them to construct their own knowledge and view on situations. 

Vygotsky – Social interaction both at school, home and in the community play an integral role in making meaning and development of cognition 
Functionalist elements occur through the Zone of Proximal Development and the More Knowledgeable other. Adult intervention to guide and shape behaviour and learning. 

6) Uniform policy
Conflict theory views – It promotes conformity, enables communities to recognise their ‘own’ outside of school (posh area, poor area), false sense of identity, a belief that one cannot succeed if they express their own individuality. Capitalists would have a fear of non-conformist rebellious behaviour which puts the bourgeoisie at risk. 
Functionalist – It enables pupils to become work ready, be able to follow instructions and be managed effectively. It serves a purpose as sometimes in life individuals must undertake meaningless and undervalued jobs to earn a living and stay socially included.  

7) Behavioural Policy – Ready, Safe, Respectful – Paul Dix - Pivotal 
Functionalist – Again, to serve a larger purpose. Individuals must conform in the interest of social stability, order and productivity. 
Symbolic Interactionist – This enables pupils to behave in a way that understands, values and questions unacceptable and unfair behaviour. To be kind and show respect for others. Be safe and ensure you keep others safe, emotionally and physically. 
Marxist values – (Golden Rule) - Most behaviour policies are written without justification ensuring people passively obey authority, don’t ask questions for fear of being punished and victimised.  

8) Groupings 
‘There was evidence that grouping by ability did not raise attainment for all learners and led to some pupils and students feeling unvalued, resulting in the lowering of their self-esteem and increased levels of disaffection. Ability grouping brought with it a number of practical issues, including placing learners accurately into groups and movement of learners between groups. Whilst mixed ability teaching helped provide equal opportunities and improve the self-esteem of all learners, teachers felt that teaching such classes effectively was a challenge, particularly differentiating the curriculum’. 
Quote - I feel that this is sad because what works best for the whole class is not adopted because the class sizes are too large and it is not practical or feasible for teachers (opinion).
Marxist -  Although the education system values hard work to succeed (meritocracy), conflict theorists would suggest that grouping children in ability levels ensures pupils who’s families value education, can afford tuition or are more affluent are put in groups together and the lower ability pupils who can’t afford tutors are kept together. They will be more likely to be encouraged to do more vocational hands on subjects and higher classes more academic subjects. This is integral for the capitalist to continue to thrive. 
Functionalist – would say that this is needed for the stability of society. We need a variety of different job roles which are better suited for academic and non-academic individuals. They could be happier in the role and continue to conform.  

9) Academic achievement and social mobility
Britain has lowest rate of social mobility…consistently. 
Schools are based on the idea of meritocracy and the idea that the higher the exam results = better job = more money. 
This puts many at a disadvantage and unable to escape generations of poverty through lack of home ownership, assets, money for recreational activities like holidays, clubs, meals out. 
Marxist – Hidden curriculum ensures that social mobility is kept to an absolute minimum and prevents a rise in socialism and the nouveaux Riche. 
Social constructivist – would say that meritocracy provides individuals with a choice as to whether they want to work hard and progress to earn more money. 
Functionalism – would argue that we need a variety of different individuals of different ability levels to ensure a well-rounded, functioning society where there is a job and a place for everyone. We need workers, doctors, admin workers. 
