


This essay will discuss a little bit of history regarding the Welsh language, what language is and why it is important in general. It will then go on to examine the Welsh language acts 1993 and 2011 and the measurements that are in place to encourage and increase the current number of Welsh speakers. These measurements include, the Welsh governments target to reach 10000 Welsh speakers by 2050, and the Welsh language standard levels 1-5. Next, the measurements that education systems use to teach and encourage Welsh in children and the measurements police force are taking in order to enhance the number of Welsh speakers they employ, and the effect it has on the public. Finally, it will encounter statistics of the use of Welsh language in Wales. 

The Welsh language evolved from Brythonic in 43AD when the Romans invaded Wales, England and Southern Scotland. However, since then, the Welsh language has continuously been evolving for around 4000 years. Wales was one of the first countries to use its own language to set and create laws, as well as place names (Visit Wales, 2022). 

Language is a system of spoken, written and signed symbols that human beings use to communicate. There are approximately 6500 languages worldwide. While some languages are similar to each other, they all have their own meaning and cultural reflection. The main reason why language is important, is because it is the primary method as to how we communicate with each other. Without language, nobody could communicate. Languages make people different; it provides a form of diversity in the world. It separates different countries and makes them unique. Another reason that language is important in general is because it allows you to learn other forms of communication and get a better understanding of the culture behind the language (Soken-Huberty, 2022). 

An expert, Professor Antonella Sorace (2016) found through study that being multilingual can improve your mental ability. For example, thinking and learning. She states that it is important to learn languages such as Welsh, because many smaller languages are not valued or supported, which puts them at risk of dying. Professor Antonella Sorace stated at the American Association for the advancement of science;

“So many of these languages will die, sooner rather than later, because if a language is not learnt by children, that language is dead” (Devine. D, 2016).

The Welsh language act (1993) was established by the Welsh language board and their aim is to encourage and assist the use of Welsh language. They provided public bodies with schemes to give effect to the attitude that in the code of public business and administration of justice in Wales, the English and Welsh language should be preserved and utilised equally, without the majority speaking either language. 

The Welsh language measures (2011) are trying to enforce the same encouragement as the Welsh language act 1993. However, they express that it is important for organisations such as the police, ambulance and fire service to possess good Welsh language knowledge to enable a person to use the Welsh language and be understood when making emergency calls. They mention that by participating in these measures in Wales, it will not affect the status of English language, meaning it won’t be diminished.
The Welsh government has created a challenge to increase the number of people in Wales that use and enjoy the Welsh language by a significant amount. Their aim is to reach one million Welsh speakers by 2050. This strategy started in 2017, 50 years after the first Welsh language act in 1967. 

They have identified and examined 3 main strategies in order to make this challenge achievable. The first strategy is to increase the number of Welsh speakers. They plan to do this by teaching children Welsh from a young age, making it statutory education, and modifying the resources and qualifications to make them more useful and credible
The second strategy to increase the use of the Welsh language. This includes workplaces, public services, and speaking Welsh when socialising. Finally, the third strategy is to create favourable conditions. For example, digital technology, culture and media, and linguistic infrastructure (Welsh Government, 2017 pp. 4-6). 

The Welsh language standards are split into levels ranging from 1-5. Level 1 is the ability to pronounce Welsh terms or places correctly, as well as being able to introduce themselves and greet people. At this stage they aren’t able to write in Welsh. Level 2 understands basic Welsh conversation and can communicate with someone using basic Welsh language, including past, present, and future tenses, but still unable to write in Welsh. Level 3 is the ability to understand more Welsh when listening to conversations, while discussing partly in Welsh, but often reverting to English. At this stage they are able to write informal messages in Welsh. Level 4 has a good understanding of Welsh, can confidently deal with enquiries in Welsh, can participate in negotiations in Welsh but uses English when using difficult terms and can write formally in Welsh with assistance. Finally, level 5 are the experts. They have an excellent understanding of Welsh, can give presentations, negotiations, and do interviews in Welsh. They can also write completely in Welsh, with no guidance. The purpose of these standards is to significantly increase the use of Welsh language to allow Welsh speakers to use their language in every aspect of their life. (Natural resources Wales, 2021).   

Ruth Richards (2015) suggests that the new standards put in place provide a solution to why people in Wales have difficulties with using and enjoying the Welsh language. This strategy promotes the freedom to learn the language in a more flexible approach as you have different levels to use as steppingstones. This strategy also expresses that language is a choice and you only get out of it what you put in. if you want to be a level 1 Welsh speaker then you can stop there, but the incentive is there to drive people to want to be labelled as a ‘level 5 Welsh speaker’.

These measures are beneficial because they allow schools to monitor the amount of Welsh that is being used throughout the school, as well as the standard that the pupils are at. The levels of Welsh language standards all have a criteria to follow. This means that when the pupils reach the criteria for level 1, the teacher is able to take it a step further to teach them level 2, all the way to level 5, where they are experts at the language. In theory, the Welsh language standards scheme is like steppingstones to encourage the use and enjoyment of speaking the language (Welsh Government, 2021).

In 1999, after the education reform act in 1988, the education system made it compulsory for all key state 4 pupils in Wales to learn the Welsh language. This has helped to enhance the number of Welsh speakers over the years, as well as the understanding of the basic Welsh language. This also allows students to use the Welsh language in everyday practice (Welsh government, 2021). 

Statistics show that Welsh speakers aged 3-15 possess the highest percentage of speaking Welsh every day in comparison to other age groups from 2019 to 2020. This is primarily because they are still in school at this age, meaning they are learning Welsh everyday and constantly enhancing their language. This suggests that schools are doing a good job with influencing the use and enjoyment of Welsh language (Welsh government, 2021). 

Following from the Welsh language measures (2011) set by the Welsh language commissioner. The College of policing (2021) noticed the dire need of reform in the Police force. In attempt to combat the lack of Welsh speakers, they have created a scheme to enhance the number of people using the Welsh language. Their scheme includes promoting and developing the use of Welsh language throughout the force. They stated that they will contribute to attracting more Welsh speaking applicants, in order to have a balance of Welsh and English speakers in the force. They have suggested providing bilingual training to all Welsh officers and staff. This will contribute to the effectiveness of the police force because it will allow them to offer Welsh facilities to the community and it will help them to speak and understand Welsh when dealing with Welsh speaking people in the community. 

The Welsh language standards report statistics show that in the police force, the number of employees who have Welsh language skills increased massively in 2021 compared to March 2020. In 2020, the percentage for level 2 Welsh speakers was 22%, whereas in 2021, it increased to 43%. The increase of 21% shows that people are increasing their Welsh skills in the police force which is important because this allows them to help and understand Welsh speakers. In 2020, 14% of people in the Welsh police force declared that they have no understanding, knowledge or skill of speaking Welsh. However, in 2021, this percentage dropped to 6%. While this decrease isn’t major, it still shows that the skills are increasing, and more people are learning and wanting to learn Welsh (South Wales Police, 2021).

Gwent Police force have set an aim to improve the Welsh skills in the force. Their aim is: 

“To work in partnership towards a policing service which treats the Welsh and English languages equally and support our staff and communities who wish to communicate and engage with us through the medium of Welsh” (Gwent Police, 2022).

In order to achieve their aim, they have put in place three main strategies and objectives. These include, improving the amount of Welsh language services that they currently offer to make it simpler for Welsh citizens to receive help and service in Welsh. Their second strategy is to expand the number of Welsh speakers in the force when employing, in order to serve the Welsh public with the correct knowledge and terminology. Lastly, the third objective is to use the statistics that they gather from these measurements to ensure that they are doing all they can in order to improve the quality of the Welsh language in the police force (Gwent police, 2022). 

North Wales police felt that the need to reform the linguistic profile of the force should not be ignored and they were in dire need of efforts made to combat the problems with lack of Welsh speakers. North Wales police are continuously attempting to increase bilingualism in their police force. In 2004, they put together a Welsh and bilingual DVD after the Home Office launched their English DVD. Their aim was to raise applicants’ awareness of the opportunities that North Wales police were offering (North Wales police, 2014). 

[image: There was a big fall in the percentage of Welsh speakers who speak Welsh daily, from 63% in 2004-06 to 53% in 2013-15, however this has seen an increase to 56% in the latest period. The pattern of how often Welsh speakers speak the language over time has been fairly consistent for the groups who speak Welsh weekly and less frequently, but the percentage of those who never speak Welsh increased from 3% to 6% since 2004-06.]
The chart shown above represents the frequency of Welsh speakers aged 3 and above. It is split in to 4 categories, daily, weekly, less frequently and never. From this chart, it is recognised that the number of Welsh speakers using Welsh daily has decreased, while the number of Welsh speakers never speaking Welsh has increased. This is a cause of concern because it is crucial that people are learning and enjoying the Welsh language, so it is important that the statistics are increasing rather than decreasing (Welsh government, 2021). 
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Chart 2: Frequency of speaking Welsh amongst the Welsh
speakers aged three or older, 2004-06, 2013-15 and 2019-20
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