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[bookmark: _Toc28199409]Introduction 
Virtual learning environment (VLE) is referred to as the virtual platforms which are used for teaching online courses where both of the teachers and students can be interconnected and share the relevant study materials or other resources along with the activities involved. The management of an effective learning experience and the necessary communicative measures a  within virtual spaces of VLE. In this research project, the various impacts of the virtual learning environment-Moodle on the learning experiences of the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus will be analyzed and discussed. 
Research Title 
“Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students’ learning experience”
Research Aim
The research aims to conduct analysis and evaluation of the different impacts of the virtual learning environment on the learning experiences of the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The research also aims to explore the different impact outlooks from the published data of known researchers and the survey analysis. 
Research Objectives
The research objectives can successfully fulfill the research aims. 
· To learn about the virtual learning environment or VLE
· To figure out the different impacts of VLE on student’s learning experiences
· To analysis the impacts in a broad sense
· To draw conclusions based on the analysis and evaluation of the impacts 

[bookmark: _Toc28199410]Literature of Existing Review 
According to Ellaway (2014), the VLE facilitates the easiness of the learning experiences within the course duration which has a wide array of positive impacts on both of the students and teachers. The secured and safety measures can be undertaken within this environment where the information is accessed remotely. As per Hayes and Hughes (2016), the practicality of this technology has enabled the students to be more interactive with the teachers by which positive outcomes and solving issues have been possible. Janes (2016) has specifically discussed the roles of the teachers within the platform where the promotion of critical analysis should be devised by them which involve the students with the interpretation activities containing the visuals and linguistic altogether. In accordance with KALAYCI (2015), the cost-effective measures of learning can also involve more students within the learning process by which time can be saved and the technology literacy of the students is also increased greatly. The instantaneousness of the learning process along with the meaningful implementation of efficient learning has made the VLE very effective in today’s fast world. McAvinia, (2016) has shown the collaboration impacts on the students where the contents of the courses are reviewed in a shared way by the students and teachers alongside by which the implications of resources are utilized properly. In his book, Polisca (2013) has directed the impacts of interactive materials used within VLE such as quizzes and questionnaires, etc. which attract the attention of students to be engaged and keep in touch with the learning process along with daily chores. 
While many researchers respond positively with this subject topic, some of the researchers including Underwood and Farrington-Flint (2016) pointed out some unfavorable impacts by saying that this might be a waste of time for the students as the virtual learning process is more like instruction-based and do not necessarily stimulate the learning wills of students. 
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[bookmark: _Toc28199412]Research Planning of the Project
Cost: 
The estimated costing of this research is £100. This is required to achieve the objectives of the research successfully. 
Time: 
It has been calculated that the whole project will be completed within 10 weeks. The time duration includes being familiar with the research topic to the drawing conclusion from the research and analysis and submission of the work. 
Timeline: 
It is important and efficient to use a Gantt chart within a research project to identify the milestones and task deliverables according to the time duration. The Gantt chart of this project has been provided below:
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/N8QmWBixqQr5oee-diYnEALv6-j5n5mDL2gB8_mC07uMT50CwsXqhibMS44RcGZBnh8B_JUp5VzrSAnxGRBIUBm7wjvwwBqxvP50c55xo4Lc9j834aPBpBeCtJXe_s9wBARTmKtP1ZhutlSH_Q]
Resources used:
The resources used within the project are very minimal which are mentioned in here along with their costing:
· Books, journals, subscription to e-materials, newspapers: £30
· Computer software and Internet: £20
· Printing process: £20
· Transportation: £15
· Miscellaneous: £15
· The total cost of the resources: £100
Research Strategy:
The quantitative research strategy is taken for describing and analyzing the numerical or mathematical data where the qualitative research strategy is used for the descriptive information. In this research project, out of the 10 questions used within the questionnaire, 7 of them are quantitative by which the statistical view and analysis are generated and 3 of which are qualitative in forms that ask the respondents about the different elements and impacts of VLE. 
Research type:
The primary and secondary data are the two types of research data used where the primary data refers to the fresh and first-hand information and the secondary data means the information which is collected from various other sources. In this research project, both the primary and secondary types of research data will be utilized. The primary data will be collected from the answers given by the students in the developed questionnaire and the secondary data will be collected from the different literary sources like books, journals, websites and newspapers in relation to the subject topic. 
Data analysis:
For data analysis, different analytical tools and techniques will be utilized such as the MS Office applications including MS Excel and MS Word. The analysis is based on in-depth interpretation of collected data. 
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The population of research refers to the overall source of information where the sampling means the selection of a few numbers of research participants from the total population. 
The population in this research is the overall student number of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
The sampling number of this project is 20 which are randomly selected students who will be the participants within the survey process. 
[bookmark: _Toc28199414]Data Collection Process
A survey questionnaire will be developed for gathering the necessary primary data from the students which will include both of the close-ended referring to the quantitative research and open-ended questions referring to the qualitative research strategy. Other than that, the secondary data will also be utilized within the literature review in this project from the collection of information used in different literary sources by other authors and researchers. 
[bookmark: _Toc28199415]Ethics consideratiOn in Data Collection
In this research project, the reliability, validity, and authenticity are maintained throughout the research process. The personal information and the answers given by the individual participants are kept secure. The literature review has been properly cited by using the Harvard Referencing style. Various data gathered will only be accessed by the researcher. 
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 Q1. Do you know what is a virtual learning environment?

Amongst the 20 respondents, only 16 knew about the virtual learning environment and the rest did not know the details of it. 








Q2. Do you know how to use VLE?

While 15 of the respondents knew how to use the VLE system, the other 5 answered negatively. 
Q3. How do you motivate learning in an online class or slides after classes?1. Using online resources besides the VEL
2. Need for better marks
3.
4.






Most of the students answered that they motivate themselves for learning to gain competitive marks in the subjects, some of them also answered that they want to gain deeper knowledge about the subject matter. 

Q4. What can improve motivation in an instructional learning environment?
1. Better online information with diagrams
2-
3-
4-




Most of them could not answer properly and provided the N/A or not applicable in their answers. But some of them included the usage of graphical interpretation and other attractive learning experience can improve motivation within instructional learning. 
Q5. What are the benefits of a virtual learning environment?
1) Easy to access
2) Quick
3)
4)





The respondents thought that the VLE improved their interconnection and intercommunication, while some of them also included the easy learning facilities of VLE as the benefits. The information online is easy to access form anywhere.





Q6. Do you think VLE have an impact on your academic performance?

Most of the students (9 out of 20) strongly think that VLE has impacted their academic performance. But this was not half of the respondents and 4 of them somewhat agreeing to this. 30% of them were negative and the rest were neutral.








Q7. How quickly and easily you can access in your VLE studies on your Moodle?

7 respondents can quickly and easily access their VLE studies on Moodle most of the time while 6 can access straight away. Amongst the rest 4 can access sometimes and 3 can access never. 








Q8. VLE allows students to studies on their own spaces

30% of the respondents strongly agreed to this statement while 5 amongst 20 were only agreeing. Within the rest 3 were neutral and the other 30% answered negatively. 









Q9. Does VLE provide unlimited access to your Moodle?

11 of the respondents answered positively to the benefits of VLE to access unlimitedly to their individual Moodle while the rest 9 of them answered in negative. 









Q10. Do you think VLE helps students understand their Moodle better?

Most of the respondents (12 students) think that VLE actually helps students in understanding their Moodle in a better way while 8 of them (40%) do not think so. 









[bookmark: _Toc28199417]Summary of the Finding 
The virtual learning system is very well known to the enrolled students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus where most of them also know how to properly utilize the system for their learning activities. Where most of the motivation for online learning comes from the marking criteria of the students, some of them also enjoy the interactive nature of VLE. The usage of graphical integration such as images, videos and audios can motivate further in the process of engaging nature. The interconnection and availability of the resources along with the faster learning process are considered to be the benefits of VLE. Most of the students agreed that the system has impacted their academic performances while some of them have the inner capability to enhance their performances without the help of VLE. Most of the students also access the VLE quickly enough from their individual PC or other devices which refers to the availability of the system. The environment also creates the learning process in the own individual spaces of the students which refers to the flexibility and adaptability of the system. VLE also facilitate in understanding the individual learning Moodle and provides unlimited access to most of the students. 

[bookmark: _Toc28199418]Conclusion 
The virtual learning system has provided a faster, effective and efficient process of learning for the students. The students can communicate within themselves and the teachers in a convenient way, also the resources are shared more easily. While the impacts of VLE on the student’s learning processes are mostly positive, there are also some negative viewpoints within the students and researchers that need to be solved for the establishment of digital learning methods in this technological world. 
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Questionnaire
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Do you know how to use VLE?	Yes	No	15	5	

Do you think VLE have impact on your academic performance?	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	2	4	1	4	9	How quickly and easily you can access in your VLE studies on your Moodle?
How quickly and easily you can access in your VLE studies on your Moodle?	Straight away	Most of the time	Some time	Never	6	7	4	3	

VLE allow students to studies on their own spaces	Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral	Agree	Strongly Agree	2	4	3	5	6	Does VLE provide unlimited access to your Moodle?	Yes	No	11	9	

Do you think VLE help students understand their Moodle better?	Yes	No	12	8	 Do you know what is a virtual learning environment?
 Do you know what is virtual learning environment?	Yes	No	16	4	4
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Activities

Topic Selection
Data Collection
Liferature Review
Data Findings and Analysis
Conclusion and Recommendation
Checking the Report
Final Submission

1week 2 Weeks 3 weeks

Duration (Weeks)
4weeks 5weeks 6weeks 7weeks 8weeks 9weeks 10 weeks





