CSEN 6016 MODERNISM 

TIMED ESSAY 

Friday 13/01/2012

LAMPETER ~ Arts Hall

2.00 p.m

TIME: 1 & 1/2  HOURS

Answer ONE of the following, 

Refer to at least TWO essential texts at least ONE of which must be taken from the second half of the semester:
1. ‘Illuminate the mind within rather than the world without’ (Virginia Woolf). What formal and linguistic techniques are employed by Modernist texts in order to represent the workings of individual consciousness?

2. ‘These fragments I have shored against my ruin’ (T.S. Eliot). How did Modernist writers respond to the First World War and its aftermath?

3. Discuss the aesthetic importance of symbol and metaphor in Modernist texts.

4. ‘Autonomy became impossible and the individual was relegated to a mutilated, perpetually catastrophic state.’ How relevant are  Theodor Adorno’s comments on Kafka  for modernism as a whole? 
5. Explore the significance of Marianne Dekoven’s claim that modernists  ‘saw art as the only remaining avenue to truth, meaning, value and transcendence in the otherwise bankrupt twentieth century.' 
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