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Executive summary 
The below report has discussed different aspects of evidence-based policing with respect to a case study of Leon Hutchinson. A short summary of the respective case has been included and various facts and figures about the crimes in the UK. Moreover, some principles and differences between evidence-based policing and traditional policing have also been elaborated below. In addition to that, one model named NDM or National Decision Making Framework and the code of ethics has been evaluated with respect to the chosen case.  


Introduction 
The below report will focus on different aspects related to a crime or criminal activity based on a case study in the UK. The below sections will include a short summary of the respective case study and along with that, there will be some principles of the respective evidence-based policing components. Moreover, some differences between evidence-based policing and traditional policing techniques will be addressed below. In addition to that, there are multiple theories that can be related to these kinds of aspects. Some of those models will also be assessed in the below section. 


Background information related to the criminal cases in the UK 
Highlighting some facts and figures 
According to a source, the number of cases in the UK, especially in England and Wales was higher during the pandemic, compared to recent times. The number of homicides in the UK decreased by about 10% in the last year 2023 compared to the previous year in 2022. The cases of murder or homicides decreased to 602 cases in the year 2023 compared to the number of cases in the year 2022. Moreover, the number of cases that included sharp instruments and objects and also knives was increased by 3% which accounts for a number of cases of about 50833 compared to the previous year’s records which is about 49435 (ONS, 2024). 
Summary of the respective case study: Leon Hutchinson
The murder: 
The case study is about the brutal killing and murder of Damilola ‘Danny’ Wilson by stabbing with a sharp knife in his face and neck areas leading to severe blood loss. In this case, Leon Hutchinson was the prime suspect and Danny Wilson was the main victim who was also the flatmate of the suspect. Leon Hutchinson was also known to be a drug addict and well-known to the police department. He also had a long story of carrying sharp objects and knives in his pockets. After Leon was arrested, he repeatedly said that he acted in self-defence. On the other hand, Wilson was found to have severe injuries on his hands (Hundredfamilies, 2024). 
The Trial: 
During the trial, the prosecuting lawyer said that Danny Wilson was desperately trying to grab the knife from the suspect that had caused multiple serious injuries in his hands. Therefore, it can be said that the murder was a total intention and determined attack. It was also said in the court that the attack was done by a man who had irrational beliefs. After the case, Leon Hutchinson was sentenced to be detained for an indefinite period of time at Rampton High-Security Hospital. 
The inquiry: 
The inquiry of the case was started at that moment but there were no reports published till the case was ongoing in the court. Those inquiry reports were published after three years of the murder case by Yorkshire and Humberside Strategic Health Authority. Although there were names mentioned in the reports about the suspect or about the victim. The reports also did not cover any other details of the reports such as the location of the murder, no sentences or convictions about the case (Hundredfamilies, 2024). Moreover, the respective reports did not have any names of the medical professionals as well along with no details of the medications that Leon used to have. Other than that, despite having a huge term in drug abuse, the reports showed that there is toxicology in that particular man. 
The findings: 
There are various elements of his history such as mental illness, drug abuse, his plea towards the manslaughter case, his irrational view, Schizophrenia and lack of medications, the reports said that he was not under any medication during the murder and the mental illness of the Leon Hutchinson has no contribution in the murder. In the end, since no essential details were found and the case was not complex, no newspapers or other channels asked or made any questions about that case. 


Principles of evidence-based policing 
 There are multiple principles of evidence-based policing among which some of them will be discussed in the below sections. 
Research: 
One of the principles of the respective approaches is research and states that RBP or Evidence-based Policing mainly approaches the different guides in order to evaluate practitioners. Properly planned research can also help them in their evidence and also in their agency (Policinginstitute, 2024). 
Knowledge:
According to the knowledge principle, police officers should have knowledge about the respective law, accurate procedures and various defensive protections. Other than that, they should also have knowledge about the accurate tactics and strategies that can help them to solve a particular case. 
Evidence-based decision making: 
According to the evidence-based policing aspects, the officers of the respective departments always ensure and use the best available evidence for them in order to make any decisions (Policinginstitute, 2024). 
Refining practices: 
Ultimately, the respective authorities shape their practices with the best evidence they have in hand. 


Difference between evidence-based policing and traditional policing
There are multiple differences between the two above-mentioned policing techniques. Some of those differences will be highlighted in the below section. 
Some of the techniques traditional policing methods include are highlighted below. 
1. The traditional policing methods include responding to calls for service and assistance. 
2. They also tend to solve crimes and other criminal attacks in a manner that is reactive in nature. 
3. Respond rapidly to the calls on the helpline number during any criminal activity and other sudden assistance (Boulton et al., 2021). 
Some of the techniques of policing in terms of evidence-based policing aspects are highlighted in the below sections. 
1. They are seen to be following the SARA model that includes scanning, analysis, response, and assessments. 
2. Creating and using the best available evidence in order to solve any specific case or reach a conclusion (Lum and Koper, 2023). 
3. The officers who follow evidence-based policing techniques are always seen to be spreading awareness about the consequences that can occur if anyone fails to comply with the contracts. 


Evaluating some theories and models in relation to evidence-based policing and the chosen case 
There are multiple theories and models that can be evaluated with respect to policing techniques. Some of those models will be highlighted in the below sections. 
Explaining the NDM model or the National Decision Model 
The NDM model allows police departments to make their decisions much easier and in a standardised manner. It also helps the respective police departments to make informed decisions in their future cases. It has multiple stages that describe the process of the model or framework. 
Stage 1: This particular stage refers to the collection of specific data and information. It states that the officers should not only focus on the facts they know but also the facts and information about which they do not have any clue (Edwards, 2021). These decisions will generally be used in the later stages and in the whole process. In this case, the facts that were gathered are knowledge about medications of Leon, past drug abuse aspects, stabbing Wilson in the face and neck region and others. 
Stage 2: This specific stage highlights the importance of determining the actual threat or the crime that has occurred and also judging the severity of the case. In relation to the chosen case, the respective police department has taken the decision to take the case to court for trial and sentence the suspect to be detained in a high-security mental hospital for an indefinite period of time (Roach, 2023). 
Stage 3: In stage three, the police department will be able to determine which of their policies and powers they can actually use to contain the situation. In terms of the case, the respective department was able to proceed with the case to the court (Fenton-O’Creevy et al., 2022). 
Stage 4: This stage highlights the plans that the police department can make in order to focus on the case to be solved if it does not go as planned. 
Stage 5: In the last stage, the respective officers can start taking action after determining the accurate course of action. Therefore, after gathering all the information and analysing the case of the murder of Danny Wilson, they proceeded with the case to the court (Halford, 2023). 
Code of Ethics 
The code of ethics of evidence-based policing includes various kinds of aspects such as accountability, fairness, honesty, openness and multiple others. In this case, the respective police department has shown openness with the data and information they had in hand about the history of Leon Hutchinson and also fairness regarding the approaches they have taken such as by looking at the injuries Danny Wilson had in his hands, which might have been occurred due to the self-defence by Danny Wilson (Pepper and McGrath, 2020). 


Conclusion 
The above report has highlighted a case study of Leon Hutchinson murdering Danny Wilson by stabbing him in the face and neck. Various kinds of information about the case has been reflected in the report with a short summary of the overall case as well. Along with that, some specific principles of evidence-based policing have been elaborated and in addition to that, some differences between evidence-based policing and traditional policing. Moreover, some models have also been highlighted that show various stages in solving the cases by evidence-based policing and other than that some codes of ethics have also been included in the respective policing approaches and highlighted in the report. 
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