Archaeology teaching us our past and destroying our future?
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Archaeology, is the practice of collecting, analysing and understanding the material remains of a previous life. From the beginning of the process to the end across the industry there is a level of damage made, this could be through the tourism element, academic side and others that are involved in it. However, when Environmental Organisations do not appear to have an interest in Archaeology.

Enviromental protection Companies are a common practice so why is nothing improving?
Global warming and the environment are not improving. With Scientists yet again warning people of the continued damage which is becoming increasingly possibly irreversible for us to come back from. With, Greenhouse Gases being the highest that they have been ever, and sea levels have now doubled since the start of satellite measurement began rising 5cm in 10 years from 2015-2024.

[image: ]One company that claims to be working for a brighter future for everyone is Friends of the Earth. 

This Uk based company which roots begin in the back room of a shop. Their aim for their first campaign at this much humbler time was to reduce the waste of glass bottles and utilise the resources better that was obtained from the earth and was promoted by the returning thousands of glass bottles to the doorstep of the HQ of Cadbury  Schweppes in London. 

As such over the past 50 years Friends of the Earth has continued to advocate for the environment and the people of the Uk.

The Big Plan.
The UK government set out an agenda in 2008 which was set out to fight Climate change with clear aims and targets.
· Charges on single use carrier bags.
· That any building built are made in a way that they must comply with energy efficiency levels.
· Reduce emissions.
These three aims are just some of many others set forward in 2008 by parliament. 
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One of these aims has been recently brought for which was the discontinuing of the production and sale of petrol and diesel vehicles. This aim has been brought forward to 2030 recently it has been announced with all new vehicles needing to be 100% Zero Emissions Vehicles.

The Campaigns of Which were made part of legislation. 

Since the conception of the organisation for a greener more renewable energy future in the UK. As such they utilise the use of a Law called ‘Enviromental Law’ according to Friends of the Earth, this law can be utilised in a way to create a voice for the populus in the building of anything that may affect them and the environment in which they live. 

In 2022 their Legal team saw themselves in London Crown Court having taken the UK government. This was due to failings in their own legislations to comply with them, these failing highlighted were the:
· The Net Zero Strategy (October 2021) - which was set to help with greener economic recovery post Covid-19.
· The Building and Heating Strategy (October 2021) - Set out in conjunction with the Net Zero Strategy saw an increase in greener jobs.
While these Strategies may have appeared to be beneficial, creating jobs and resources for the economy however their main failings which was observed by Friends of the Earth. These failings were seen as not being in line with the timeline of the Climate Change Act of 2008.

While this may be just one of their achievements the question of their actual effect is one for regard. Is Friends of the Earth Indicating their capabilities as advocates to our environment and the future of the planet?

[image: ]
This strain of questioning is not only limited to Friends of the Earth. Looking further afield at a much larger organisation such as Greenpeace.

Established in 1971 Greenpeace is nearly the same age as Friends of the Earth. However, a key element in their distinction is their target audience, while Friends of the Earth is a UK based environmental organisation designed to help those in the one country. Greenpeace is an international organisation, which does more than just the campaigning and advocating for the environment. 

However, Greenpeace is self-funded and due to this they do protest on a larger scale due to this. As they have then financial consequence from funding being withdrawn. Such as their most recent being in having poured 300 litres of red food dye, in a US embassy pond. This is not without consequence however as six were arrested. 
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But are Greenpeace making a difference?

Yes, in some ways Greenpeace bring attention to matters they believe are the most important. However, because of they are spread across so many countries and because of the level of while considered somewhat peaceful protest they are destructive to property at times. 

Because of this they are not getting the attention in a positive light that they are doing something beneficial. Titles that come up in the news media are painting them in a Negative light such as, ‘Oil giant Shell suing Greenpeace for £1.7m Damages’ and ‘Greenpeace UK boss arrested over US embassy red dye protest’.

Neither one of these companies or cooperations, actively advocate for the environment in Archaeology and the damages made through research and digs.

There is legislation in place to protect the environment coming into place.

Recent studies have seen that Archaeology affects the environment in potentially unseen ways. The following image shows a remarkable summary of the emissions made in the Heritage sector.
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With the Heritage sector there are large amounts of emissions produced regarding CO2 with the most significant part being as summarised being 
· End of Life impacts of sold heritage crafts or products within food and beverage of Heritage site – 1450 tonnes
· Visitor Transportation to and from Heritage Sites – 1350 tonnes
This is NOT limited to just tourist Heritage sites!

The supply of Heritage sites for Archaeological Material objects is however while not as high regarding the CO2 emissions. It is still high with the emissions for that still recorded as:
· The decarbonisation of archaeological excavations moving 75,000 tones of soil, with their owned vehicles – 217 tonnes.
· The decarbonisation of Marine Archaeology of their owned vehicles – 25 tonnes.
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The research brought forth has as such created an effect on the Archaeological and Heritage sector regarding how they affect the environment. These policies are put into place by the organisation CIfA (Chartered Institute for Archaeologist) so that Archaeologists minimise their effects and as such their behaviour and attitude must be in line with their policies. Such as:
· They must be conscientious of people and their environment.
· Encouraged awareness of an individuals or organisations emissions and effects on the environment.
· Must implement ways in which to lower emissions and employ ethical policies and procedures.

These guidelines provided by CIfa are written into their code of conduct and the expectancies that are to be upheld.

Is there more to be done?

This is the question. With all the environmental companies in the world are any actively working with archaeologist and advise them on ethical and realistic practises regarding the environment?

Equipment may typically include the commonly used digging equipment, lighting, and mapping equipment. But how are they being powered?

CIfa encourage the adaptation to a more environmentally aware future. This typical equipment is powered by batteries, fuel and generators powered by fossil fuels. Companies and items are slowly emerging that would provide that environmental change, like:

· Pro Power Solar Hybrid Generator: An outdoor generator advertised as ideal for charging electrical equipment, temporary cabins and offices, and generalised power.
· Eco Digger: A company that has designed diggers with the same capacity of a standard digger but made with Lithium Batteries and Electric Motors.
· Enviro Buses: Alexander Dennis a large range of electric buses.
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While not always a viable option financially for everyone, these progressive Equipements would be environmentally effective and conscious however, won't be necessarily possible without any additional funding given to or made accessible to Archaeologist. 

If there are no organisations other than CIfA who provide guidance, who is advocating and supporting those who teach future generations about our history and the story of the past. Without the support there may not be many future generations to teach to.
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