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Part 1 
In Iceland and other western European countries, they believe that it is important for children to play outdoors. Undergoing research into government papers suggests that spending time outdoors is beneficial for children. In the curriculum guidelines there is a big emphasis on the benefits of outdoor play, providing a safe learning environment for children to have the opportunity to think positively about the world around them and to explore the importance of exercising and healthy living. This view is supported by Noro Dahl and Johannsson (2013).  
The emphasis on outdoor play has played an important role in their curriculum guidelines for children aged 1 to 6 for many years. But now children are encouraged to play outside every day in schools and for children age 6 to 16 years this is the only opportunity in which children have to socialise with their friends. There is little evidence to suggest how exactly the teacher’s role contributes to the support in this learning technique, but my view is that every teacher is individual. This includes their views and the way in which they teach, therefor their perception and understanding will provide children with different learning experiences. The Ethos of each individual school will also influence teaching and desirable outcomes. There is growing evidence to suggest that teachers in Iceland are using outdoor play more often and in Iceland’s capital city Reykjavík, 70% of schools are stating that there has been an increase in the level of the children’s learning and education being outdoor based. Oladottir (2008). 
Adapted from: Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I.A. (2014) ‘Let's go outside’: Icelandic teachers' views of using the outdoors, Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education, Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, p391-406
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Part 2a
Forest Schools
A definition of a ‘Forest School’ has been made by the Forest School Network. It explains that “a forest school is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” Murray and O’Brien (2006). 
Today, there is growing concern that young children in school no longer have the opportunity to visit woodlands and green pastures as much as the older generation did, simply because they are anxious that something will happen to them, choosing to believe that children can be just as well stimulated indoors. This is the view of O’Brian and Murray (2006).
There is also research that suggests, if children do not explore the greater outdoors whilst they are young, that they are less likely to do so as an adult and according to Aspinall, Bell, Ward Thompson and et al (2004) “we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature”. Learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to incorporate forest school activities into their own schools, especially in the foundation phase where children are encouraged to learn through outdoor hands on play.  
Reference List:  
Welsh assembly government (2009) ‘Outdoor Learning Handbook’, Cardiff, WAG
Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Travlou, P., Ward Thompson, C. and Wherrett, J. (2004) ‘Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland’, Edinburgh, Forestry commission
Murray, R and O'Brien, E. (2006). ‘A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales’, Farnham: Forest Research.
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Part 2b 
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid this because it is an academic offence and there will be consequences for the student. Such penalties often leading to deducted percentage, unmarked papers and even dismissal.  

· During academic writing it is important to reference any sources you have used during your assignments that have helped you with your knowledge and understanding. This is because it is the work of others and their understanding, not your own. If you do not reference where needed you could be accused of plagiarism.

· I believe Wikipedia is an unreliable source of which to gather information for your academic writing because not all the information gathered is legitimate. Therefore, the points and arguments that you can be discussing during your work could be incorrect causing you to fail your assignment.

· During your academic writing you may require including a very long quotation. This will need to be presented in a specific way. Firstly, leave a one-line space before the quote. Indent the quotation by 1cm on the left and 1cm on the right margins so that it is clearly identified as a quotation and separate from your own piece of work. Finish with writing the author of the book, comma, open brackets, date of publish, close brackets and finally leaving another space before continuing with your own written work.
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· Firstly, it is essential that you fully understand the requirements for your academic assignment before you begin your research, therefore you know what is expected and you can prepare a plan. One way in which you can do this is by using a thought shower, writing down any ideas, keywords and places for research. You could also split your thought shower into 3 sections; Firstly the ‘Introduction’, to clarify to the reader what will be included within the text. ‘Main body’, which should be informative/descriptive and finally the ‘Conclusion’, using the opportunity to pull everything together, summarise your key points and draw your assignment to a close. When you have established a plan, you have a good starting point and can begin your research using sources such as; books, internet, articles, videos and government documents. 
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Part 3 
For this assignment I have chosen to write a critical response to the chapter ‘Working with others’ taken from “The study skills handbook” Stella Cottrell (2013).
This chapter is written with the aim to promote collaborative study. Cottrell’s main objective is to make the reader aware of the advantages of working with others, showing how working effectively within a team can improve communication skills, boost confidence and develop academic knowledge and understanding. 
The writer encourages the reader to explore working with others, showing how it can be beneficial to their educational studies and suggesting that skills developed within this method can also become valuable in other aspects of life. Cottrell recognises that working with others can be challenging and daunting, therefore provides strategies to help develop new skills. Her purpose throughout is to encourage the reader to take part in collaborative study and has chosen to include plenty learning opportunities, with intentions for the reader gaining their own concept of how working with others can support individual development and academic studies.
A variety of methods have been explored within her writing to suit all learning styles, such as short paragraphs, colours and illustrations, activities and opportunities for reflection. Throughout the chapter the reader is encouraged to become more aware of their strengths and weakness, emphasizing that understanding the concept of working with others is an important aspect of collaborative study. It is re-enforced within the chapter that working with others is increasing being included in higher education, but isn’t always easy. She explains that by following the advice that is given within this chapter, working with others can be an effective way of learning and can have a positive effect on educational studies. 
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Cottrell’s writing is aimed toward students in higher education, therefor she has used a formal yet grounded approach and breaks everything down into short segments, making it easy to follow. The use of colours, bold text, sub headings, bullet points and illustrations contribute to easy reading and the use of questions within her writing cleverly encourages the reader to explore their own knowledge and understanding. She presents her work constructively and uses positive language, backing up any negative comment with a positive outcome. This is to persuade the reader to take part in collaborative study, showing that with the right mindset, the right tools and understanding of group work, it can be beneficial to everyone involved. 
Whilst analysing this chapter, I have found that on page 247, Cottrell presents ‘statements’ from students sharing their experiences of collaborative working. The writer presents these claims are made by those who have taken part in group study. My argument is, ARE these true examples of positive feedback? In my opinion this is not hard evidence and is not a reliable source of information provided, there is no solid proof that students have said this. Only positive comments are provided, no negative comments are made. Thinking critically, this it is not a realistic approach, although I do understand the logic behind the writer’s choice to include this as it becomes personal to the reader. This is effective persuasive writing and encourages the reader to explore group work, therefor arguing her point consistently throughout, showing that working with others in higher education can encourage you to grow individually and academically.   
In conclusion, I believe that Cottrell has been consistent from start to finish, by re-enforcing that having “a range of people skills will help you as a student” (p.242) Collaborative study and higher education go hand in hand, most courses are increasingly using group work within their criteria, therefore it is important to understand how to work with others effectively. Overall, I think this would make appropriate academic reading for anyone who feels open to explore new ways of learning and developing new skills, willing to be self-critical, evaluate their own understanding of communicating with others and strive for success in higher education.
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Reference list:
Cottrell, S. (2013) ‘The study skills handbook’. 4th edn, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan.
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