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1. Introduction

Reflection gives us millions of opportunities to understand the sense and porpoises of our real needs and wishes. Reflecting, we can understand ourselves better. We analyze the past and plan the future plans. Every stage in our life was started with reasonings. People spend a lot of time, thinking and planning before taking serious decisions. But even after a decision has been made, we continue to analyze. Reflection is a way to move from one place and space in time, to connect to another place and space in time so it happens more purposefully as opposed to haphazardly or by luck. Rose (2013)
All my life I have been reflecting about different things. This is not surprising, because I am a very curios person and in every situation I want to understand the meaning and find the logic. I always try to think over all possible scenarios, in order to avoid unplanned situations. Of course, force majeure circumstances can happen, and it is impossible to predict everything, but if things go as usual, then reflection will help to find an optimal problem solution and create a real plan of actions.


2. Taking a decision to go to the university 

Last 5 years I was very busy with my lovely son. I could not even imagine that a child needs so much attention and time. That 5 years I was trying to plan something, but having a baby it became more difficult. But when my son became older and more independent, I got more time for myself. I started to think about future plans more responsible and more detailed. I thought about finding a job that will be interesting for me, but when I went deeper into the search, I realized that without the university studies, I have no chance to find a work which I would like. I started to think about the education that will help me for my future work. 
All my relatives tried to convince me that there is no any need to think about work or another occupation. Many of my friends were skeptical about my plans to go to the university, explaining this by the fact that it is quiet late to start to study. All this did not allow me to feel confident in the correctness of my decision. At some point I began to doubt myself. My thoughts about the university lasted about half a year until I finally decided that I will go to study anyway. And about here began a new chapter in my life.

I already had an idea which faculty to choose, but still did not know which university to choose. I had to take into account all the nuances. I was looking for a university with a good reputation and good reviews. Nowadays probably everyone is trying to find as many reviews, as possible. At the same time, I was thinking about the university’s location, timetable, entry exams and so on and so on…. Yes, it was not easy at all to choose the right option for me. Another problem was that after so many years in my comfort zone, I got used of it and I worried that something will go wrong. I felt insecure in my own abilities. But then I remembered many inspiring stories of people, who decided to change their lives for the better and decided that I can do the same. Oh, this decision was really difficult for me. It is always difficult to change the direction of life and leave the comfort zone. But the main thing is that I did it. In the end, the university was chosen in accordance with all my wishes and needs, I was even surprised that so many factors could coincide at once. So, the application form was sent, I received an invitation for an interview and was looking forward to when it happens. To be honest, I was ready for any turn of events. I even thought about what I will do if I will not pass the interview. 


3. First impressions about the university 

And here I am at the UWTSD Admission Office. Sincerely, I thought that I will be in a very big building and will struggle to find examination class. But I was pleasantly surprised that everything was very thought out for the convenience of students. All the people I met along the way, were very friendly and tried to help me. 
	Examination started… I had to write a retelling of the text and after I did this, I passed the first stage of examination. Later I was interviewed. My subconscious mind suggested that everything is not so simple and something may go wrong, but everything went just fine. After several hours in the university building, leaving I was almost a student. 
	A few weeks later I started to attend the university. The first day was very exciting. I knew only basic details like when the class start time, number of my group and subject that I will study on that day. Everything was new. But very fast I began to navigate what was happening around me. And this is a great merit of all university staff. I received very detailed and useful information during the inductions and even after, I could ask any question of everyone around me. It was a new practice, because in my country the process of providing information to students is not so simple and is not encouraged. Students try to get the necessary information themselves so as not to feel in an uncomfortable situation. 
	Gradually everything began to improve and questions became less and less. During the week I was busy with ordinary activities, but on the weekend I was planning only to study. Every weekend I learned a lot of interesting information. It seemed to me that assessments are very far away and I should not even worry about them, but this turned out to be not quite so, because literally after a month of classes at the university, the topics of assessments began to be discussed. It seemed to me that this discussions started too early and it was ahead of time. Of course, now I understand that everything was timely and students needed enough time to prepare for the assessments. 




4. Online learning during Coronavirus pandemic 

Student life seemed well-established and understandable , but in one moment everything had changed. All the headlines were about a new virus that is more dangerous than all the previous. This days we have a lot of information about the Coronavirus, but then, when pandemic just started, everyone was confused and scared. No one knew how the situation could turn out. 
At the end of March a lockdown began. I did not know how I will continue the classes. I just remember that one evening I received an email about the closure of the university. Everything was was absolutely unclear and I was waiting for further details.
The situation with Coronavirus was unprecedented, but university management had to respond very quickly and make important decisions about learning process. Soon I received a new email about plans for online learning. 
After a week break, online classes started.  This practice was new and unusual. At the beginning there were a lot of technical issues. During the first online classes funny things could happen. Someone did not know how to connect online meeting, others could not understand how to switch of their microphones or had internet connection issues. Students and lectures just were not ready to switch to online learning so quickly, but there was no another choice, we had to study. 
Yes, there is a big plus in this kind of learning. Such like that thing, that we do not have to travel in the morning and we can have online classes ,wearing pajamas, but extracting the same quantity of knowledge, but… There is no live communication and it is impossible to see the reactions of people. Although possible in the future, online learning may be the only way to gain knowledge. Maybe rehearsal is happening now. Who knows? 
So, speaking about the advantages, it is impossible to forget about the disadvantages that online learning provokes. It is a well knows fact that not everyone has the same opportunities, even when we speak about online learning. Some students can have their own difficult housing situations that can affect studying. Or that fact that this days many students from low income families already face problems like lack of basic technology they need to study online. This students do not have even laptop and a reliable broadband connection, along with a quiet place in which to work and complete assessments. The Guardian (2020) 
Anyway, online learning is very important now. I cannot even imagine how I would write my assessments without that online classes that I had during the Coronavirus lockdown. Personally for me, it was a good experience and it is totally clear that online learning gives the same opportunity of receiving knowledge as actual attendance in the university. I want t add that a student, who wants to study, will be able to gain the information even from an online course. And those students, who are not really interested, will not be attentive even in the university classes. 


5. Analyzing experience in the university 

Analyzing my university experience, I can tell that now I am absolutely sure that I did the right decision to become a student. Yes, sometimes it is stressful, because now I have much more responsibilities. Yes, I sacrifice my weekends and have to write assessments, but I think it is worth it. I am proud that I was not afraid of changes and difficulties and I know that all I do now is for my better future. 
Going back mentally, I do not even understand why I was not confident in my own abilities? I have an assumption that I was too accustomed to the routine and that made me afraid of any changes in life. And now, after I started the changes, I feel more power to change many other things. Perhaps, I should have started acting earlier, but it is my own life experience that makes me wiser every day. 
It is very interesting how one decision can change the development of further actions and can mentally change a person. Now I have my own plans and will try do my best to archive the goal. Attending university classes, I get knowledge which will definitely help in my future work. I am learning to be more disciplined and to do everything on time. All this factors make me better and more confident with myself. I still have questions about writing the assessments, but it is normal, giving the fact that I am doing this for the first time in my life.

 6. Conclusion 

Reflecting about the studies in the university, I can make a conclusion that I feel myself much more pleasant since I started to study. Even now, I am already sure that this period of my life will help me in future. Of course, it is just a beginning, but this is a good begging. I know that everything depends on me and I will do everything possible to archive the goal in getting knowledge and become a competent professional manager. 
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