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A research critique is an analysis of a research undertaking that focuses on its strengths and limitations. Critiquing is a systematic process for evaluating research studies and the results reported. It is important to critique and review other peoples work by understanding the purpose and problem, while also determining if the methodology is properly applied. Another is assessing if outcomes and conclusions are believable and supported by findings.

Tullu, M (2019), states that a title is the “initial impression” of a research paper, and this is why they need to be “drafted correctly, accurately, carefully and meticulously.” The importance of it being accurately portrayed is so readers are not misled by a catchy but not quite accurate title. The title of this research paper is informative and clear in what it is going to touch upon. 

The purpose of this study is “to explore lay understanding and perceptions of schizophrenia in university students” (Cadge, C., Connor, C., Greenfield, S., 2019). This research paper intends too gain an understanding of what schizophrenia is what causes it and what treatments they have for the condition and see other peoples perceptions on schizophrenia by carrying out qualitative research through interviews with other students from their university.

An abstract is a short summary of a research paper. Usually the length of a paragraph. It lets the reader get an understanding of what the paper/article is about to see if they want to read the full paper (University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2021). This research paper is informative as it is longer than 100 words, and has results and a conclusion in the abstract. If it was a descriptive abstract it would be short and usually 50-100 words, it would  include the background, purpose of the work, and certain interests.

The researchers have reviewed  a lot of other relevant research studies that have been carried out that relate to mental health such as "Mental health literacy": a survey of the public’s ability to recognise mental disorders and their beliefs about the effectiveness of treatment.” And  “Public beliefs about and attitudes towards people with mental illness: a review of population studies.”. These studies are not up to date they vary from 1996 to 2016. It is important that the studies are up to date as there could be newer discussions on literature, meaning that sources used within this paper may not be credible of unreliable statistics. Therefore there could be room for improvement on some sources in which have been used. It is stated that “The most recent in-depth qualitative exploration of UK public perceptions of schizophrenia was published in 1999” so therefore they have done this study to have a more up to date research about schizophrenia. They have included all the research they can find on qualitative research on schizophrenia and compared the knowledge with the interviews the students took part in. 

A researches aim should entail the intended key points in which are going to be covered within the research itself. The aims and objectives of this research paper are set out in chronological order of how the paper aims to achieve the goal and is very clear and concise in how it intends to do so. 

All participants (20) were selected from a single university and are all highly educated. Having a small sample group Is ideal in a qualitative study as it would take a while to interview a lot of people for example and can also get more information from each person. Only UK students were allowed to participate. White British, Indian, Pakistani and African Caribbean students were selected. Participants were gathered through flyers around the university campus and also posts on a variety of different university of Birmingham facebook groups, so this made the type of sampling voluntary.

The data collection methods that were used within this research was face to face interviews. An interview is where the researcher will ask another person a series of questions to gain information (Collins, 2021). Interviews took part in a private room. The researcher knew none of the participants before hand. A topic guide using relevant literature was used to ensure all key points and study objectives were met. Some advantages of interview studies could be the flexibility it gives the interviewers, the interviewer can observe non verbal behaviour and also has control over the interview. Downfalls to an interview can be the cost along with how time consuming it can be and participants may have concern for anonymity.

Data analysis is a procedure of looking over all the data you have gathered and using analytical or statistical tools to find practical details within that data and can be presented as a summary, chart, or graph (Make use of, 2020). The researchers analysed the data by recording and listening back to them, to ensure the results being being taken were correct. Data was entered into a Microsoft excel spreadsheet for each participant to allow identifications and comparisons to be made. 
The purpose of a results section is to help understand what the problems are from all perspectives and to break them down into smaller sections (Sacred Heart University, 2020). In this research paper the results are presented within 3 different tables. In the first table it states the ethnicity, what gender, and the religion of all 20 students. In table 2 it shows what the students thought the cause of schizophrenia is. In the last table it shows what the students thought the signs and symptoms of schizophrenia are. These results are easy to interpret and follow. The main findings of this study are that there is a lack of knowledge and misconceptions about schizophrenia in connection with the students that were involved.

The researcher discusses the findings and takes into consideration the different aspects of each answer from the students. They do this by discussing them in separate sub headings which makes it very clear to read and understand. They do compare their findings with other research with previous studies and other students’ and the publics conceptions on schizophrenia. The researchers have answered their research question about the students’ knowledge on schizophrenia. There are a few limitations to the study as participants were recruited from the same university and are in a higher education and qualitative research doesn’t aim to be generalisable.  There could be a lower knowledge on schizophrenia in the wider population. Also as the study was advertised to looking at ‘mental health’, this could result in gaining students’ attention that had a big interest in this subject. Due to lack of knowledge from some participants it resulted in a limitation leaving some interviews being cut short.

The authors conclude by making recommendations that further research is critical to tackle the stigma that schizophrenia faces and how public health campaigns to wider peoples knowledge surrounding schizophrenia. This study was very well structured and organised therefore was easy to read and follow.
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