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[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim of Andrew Gowler’s dissertation is to evaluate the problem of evil, viewed through the lens of evolution by natural selection. In other words, it is to answer the question, is evolution by natural selection the best way for an all good God to create human beings? Moreover, is natural selection necessary to create free beings, separate from God, with a choice to do either ‘the good’ – that which is in line with God’s being and, or, ‘the bad’ – that which is fundamentally against God’s nature. 
A six-point philosophical argument will be presented to show that for God to create other than God, a mechanism must be perfectly created to create imperfectly i.e. evolution by natural selection. Once formulated an explanation of the points will be expanded to explain their veracity.
The aim will then be to utilise the free will argument to demonstrate why free will is a greater good than the evils caused by evolutionary process, and how it works to enable a freely chosen relationship between humanity and God. A trinitarian view of God will be assumed throughout in order show that relationship is what God wills, as God is by nature relationship.
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