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Donna Young - HPCA7003 – Essay 2
The Greek contribution to astrology in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries
2763 words
INTRODUCTION
The foundations for Western astrology are rooted in Greek mythology, theory, and application. Greek astrology is broadly defined as the astrology that was in practice from the 1st Century BCE to the 6th century CE.[footnoteRef:1]  This essay will explore some of the techniques from the Greek or Hellenistic period that have survived or been rediscovered in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.  [1:  Benjamin Dykes, Traditional Astrology for Today, Minneapolis, MN: Cazimi Press, 2011. p. 4. ] 

The Greeks had refined the astrology of the Babylonians, adding elements, the mythologies of the gods, gender, sign rulership, planetary speed, decan rulers, planetary hours, houses, sect, aspects, lots and terms. Horoscopic astrology included natal astrology, as well as horary, electional, and mundane.[footnoteRef:2] Like today, not all astrologers agreed on the focus of astrology. In his exploration of Greek astrology in A History of Western Astrology Vol 1, Nicholas Campion writes: [2:  James Herschel Holden, James,  A History of Horoscopic Astrology, (Tempe, AZ: AFA, 1996), pp. 13-15.] 

The Corpus Hermeticum was concerned with the soul’s ascent to the stars, Valens with the meticulous detail of daily life, Manilius with the inner divine, and Ptolemy with the natural world. If there is a common thread running through Greek astrology...it is of the universe itself as an organizing principle.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Campion, A History of Western Astrology Vol. I The Ancient World, 2008) p. 223. ] 

The organizing principles - the use of planets, signs and houses to construct a chart, and the aspect relationships between them - haven’t changed in these 2000 years. Nor have the concerns of the soul, daily life, the inner divine and the natural world. And even though Copernicus suggested the heliocentric model in 1543, most astrologers continue to use the geocentric model. There have been, however, some changes since the early beginnings of Greek astrology. 
THE SOUL’S ASCENT TO THE STARS (Corpus Hermeticum)
Hermeticism is ‘a philosophical theology whose basic impulse was the gnostic conviction that human salvation depends on revealed knowledge (gnōsis) of God and of the human and natural creations’. Texts ascribed to Hermes Trismegistus may have appeared as early as the fourth century BCE, but the surviving Corpus Hermeticum in Greek and Latin is a product of the second and third centuries CE.[footnoteRef:4] The Corpus Hermeticum is more thelogical than astrological, but discusses elements and spheres of influence:   [4:  Copenhaver, 1999, p. 378] 

‘Around the sun are the eight spheres that depend from it: the sphere of the fixed stars, the six of the planets, and the one that surrounds the earth, from these spheres depend the demons, and then, from the demons, humans. And thus all things and all persons are dependent from god’.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Brian Copenhaver, Hermetica, (B. Copenhaver, Trans.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992 p. 61.] 

Though the model in these early writings isn’t the same as the model of the universe we now understand, there does seem to be a belief that the sun is the centre of the cosmos.[footnoteRef:6] There is also a belief that we are influenced by good and evil, that we are possessed by demons at the moment of our birth when we receive a soul, but that positive rays from the sun are shining on us the effect of the demons is nullified.[footnoteRef:7] ‘The father of all is god; their craftsman is the sun; and the cosmos is the instrument of craftsmanship’[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  (Copenhaver B. , 1992) p. 59]  [7:  (Copenhaver B. , 1992) p. 60-61]  [8:  (Trismegistus, 1992)] 

Brian Copenhaver writes in his introduction to the translation of the Corpus Hermeticum that initiatory Hermetic texts described ‘various lower stages in the progress toward wisdom that the initiate must acquire before enjoying the rebirth offered’.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  (Copenhaver B. , 1992)] 

In the 20th and 21st centuries, there isn’t much written about the relationship between astrology and god, but there is a growing interest in astrology and reincarnation. Pluto – The Evolutionary Journal of the Soul by Jeffrey Wolf Green is an example of an astrologer whose model is based on reincarnation and stages of evolution. He proposes that there are four evolutionary states: dimly or de-evolved, the herd state, the individuated state, and the spiritual state. How we react to evolution is an indication of our desire to return to source.[footnoteRef:10] The bulk of this particular premise is based on the position of Pluto in the chart. With Pluto (discovered in 1930) at the foundation of his work, Green would not have been responding to the Corpus Hermeticum.  He states that he has modernized a model that originated in ancient India and that he was inspired by a Buddhist monk that he had telepathic communication with.[footnoteRef:11] Nonetheless, this model of astrology seems to have some parallels in belief. Green uses the Porphyry house system, which was used by both Valens in the Hellenistic tradition. In India, this house system is known as the Sripathi house system[footnoteRef:12], though whether that was why he made this choice is not known to me.  [10:  Jeffrey Green, Pluto - The Evolutionary Journey of the Soul. St Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1985pp. 25-27]  [11:  (Green, 1985) p. 25]  [12:  Bruce Scofield,  Astrological Chart Calculations History, Conventions and Methodologies. Amherst, MA: One Reed Publications, 2018. p. 78] 

THE INNER DIVINE (Manilius)
Astronomica by Marcus Manillius deals primarily with signs, fixed stars and houses, without much mention of the planets. Manillius was a Stoic who believed that ‘since planetary motions were predictable, the course of events in a human life should also be predictable’.[footnoteRef:13] Written circa 9-15 CE, Astronomica is a poem written in five parts, and is one of the first surviving major works on Hellenistic astrology. The first book is an introduction to astronomy ‘describing the circles of the tropics and equator, the arctic and antarctic, the horizon and the meridian’ as well as the Milky Way and comets.[footnoteRef:14] Like others of this time, he classifies the signs by their ‘natures and qualities, as masculine and feminine, human or bestial, simple or multiform’.[footnoteRef:15]He differs from other astrologers of this period in a few areas: he has determined that masculine signs are odd and female are even, leading with Aries as a feminine sign. His division of the signs is based on posture rather than nature. He ‘classifies Aries, Leo and Sagittarius as running, Gemini, Virgo and Aquarius as standing, Taurus, Libra and Capricorn as sitting, and Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces as lying down’. [footnoteRef:16] Although most astrologers align the start of spring with Aries, Manilius puts Aries in the middle of the trio of Pisces, Aries and Taurus. The gods and goddesses he relates to the signs, as follows: Aries – Minerva, Taurus – Venus, Gemini – Apollo, Cancer – Mercury, Leo – Jupiter, Virgo – Ceres, Libra – Volcanus, Scorpio – Mars, Sagittarius – Diana, Capricorn – Vesta, Aquarius – Juno, Pisces – Neptune.[footnoteRef:17] In A History of Western Astrology, Tester notes here that there is evidence of these rulerships in other places, but he doesn’t mention where.  Other terms appear exclusive to Manilius, such as amantia and insidiantia, and the enmities between signs. His scheme for the houses is not based on numerical order, but on aspect and geometrical relationships.[footnoteRef:18]  [13:  (Herschel Holden, 1996) p. 22. ]  [14:  Tester, Jim, A History of Western Astrology, Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell Press, 1987, p. 31.]  [15:  (Tester, 1987) p. 33. ]  [16:  (Tester, 1987) p. 33]  [17:  (Manilius, 1977) p. 117-118.]  [18:  (Tester, 1987) p. 37.] 

Although some of the more unusual ideas stated above never gained traction, it’s interesting to see that a couple of the god/goddess rulerships of the signs have returned to popular view. A quick google search of Virgo and Ceres will find several examples of people who hold the belief that Ceres is the ruler of that sign. According to the Kepler College website, this designation first appeared upon the discovery of Ceres in the 1800’s and the idea has increased in popularity since Ceres was re-assigned as a dwarf planet.[footnoteRef:19] Neptune was discovered in 1846, and as the god of the sea, was adopted as ruler of Pisces as indicated by Manilius.  [19:  (Newberg, 2020)] 

The fifth book of Astronomica introduces myth related to the constellations outside of the zodiac.[footnoteRef:20] The exploration of myth is used in the contemporary world as a gateway to psychological astrology. This might be the best example of our quest to find the inner divine. Although Carl Jung himself used astrology in his work, it is astrologer Liz Greene who popularized the idea of applying astrological concepts with Jungian psychology. In her book Relating, An Astrological Guide to Living With Others on a Small Planet, Green writes of Jung’s psychological types that relate to the four elements used in Greek astrology.[footnoteRef:21] In her book Mythic Journey she uses the myths of many cultures to explore the psyche, including those of the Greco-Roman period. The Perseus myth is common to both Astronomica and Mythic Journey. Green describes it as ‘a tale of love and courage conquering hate and fear’[footnoteRef:22], reflecting the presence of the divine.  [20:  (Manilius, 1977) pp. 299-363.]  [21:  (Green L. , 1978) pp. 52-90]  [22:  (Green L. J.-B., 2000)] 

Although Greene is considered a modern psychological astrologer engaging all of the outer planets, she is firmly grounded in the study of the ancient Greeks. In her book The Astrology of Fate, she references the Tetrabiblos, the Corpus Hermeticum, and other ancient astrology authors and brings their perspective into a modern psychological context.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  (Green L. , The Astrology of Fate, 1984) pp. 122-160] 

DAILY LIFE (Valens)
Vettius Valens (120-175 CE) was one of the pre-eminent astrologers of the second century and contemporary Hellenistic astrology Chris Brennan considers his work to be ‘the single most important surviving source for studying the Hellenistic astrological traditions’.[footnoteRef:24] His book Anthology, consisting of nine books, was presumably written as a textbook for his students. Contents include interpretations for the natures of the planets and signs and their relationship to each other, terms, instructions for calculating the midheaven and rising sign, calculation of new and full moons, masculine and feminine degrees, visibility periods of the moon, how to find the ascending node, steps and winds of the moon, how to find the positions of the sun, moon and ascendant at conception as well as a detailed analysis about how to uncover information on children, length of life, marriage and happiness, injuries and diseases, moon phases, travel, parents, a lengthy list of lots.[footnoteRef:25] Anthology, for the most part, is written to teach astrologers how to predict the events for an individual.  [24:  Chris Brennan, Hellenistic Astrology A Study of Fate and Fortune, 2017 p. 105]  [25:  (Valens, Translated Mark Riley 2010)] 

Most current popular astrologers focus on the events of day to day life, although they might not do so by the means that Valens describes. One of the most popular authors of astrology in the 20th century was Linda Goodman (1925-1995). Goodman wrote Sun Signs (1968), Love Signs (1978) and Star Signs (1981) not for the student of astrology but for the general public, responding to the increased interest in astrology that occurred in the ’60s. Among the modern astrologers who wrote several volumes explaining the technical aspects to teach students of astrology are Ivy Goldstein Jacobson (1893 – 1990), who wrote 12 books on astrology and had a correspondence course for her students in the 60’s and 70’s. Between 1975 and 1994 Marion March and Joan McEvers wrote The Only Way To Learn About Astrology series between 1975 and 1994. These volumes included 1. Basic Principles, 2. Math and Interpretation Techniques, 3. Current Patterns Progressions, Directions, Solar and Lunar Returns, Transits 4. Horoscope Analysis 5. Synastry Techniques and 6. Horary and Election Astrology.[footnoteRef:26] The focus of these books was all about gleaning information from the natal chart to navigate our day-to-day lives.  [26:  (McEvers, 1975-1994)] 


THE NATURAL WORLD (Ptolemy)
Claudius Ptolemy (c. 100-178 CE) is considered one of the main contributors to astrology in the second century.[footnoteRef:27] His Tetrabiblos is an introduction to the basic concepts of astrology: The power of the planets – which discusses temperament; the beneficent and maleficient planets; masculine and feminine planets; diurnal and nocturnal planets; the power of the aspects to the sun; the power of the fixed stars; the effect of the seasons and of the four angles; solstitial, equinoctial, solid, and bicorporeal signs;  masculine and feminine signs; aspects of the signs; commanding and obeying signs; signs which behold each other and signs of equal power; disjunct signs; the houses of the several planets; triangles; exaltations; the disposition of terms; according to the Chaldaeans; places and degrees; faces, chariots and the like; applications and separations and the other powers. With these foundations in place, Book II shifts to mundane astrology where Ptolemy goes on to discuss the natural world: characteristics of people from different regions, the astrological division of the world by countries, and how to make predictions for those countries based on astrological and astronomical phenomena. [footnoteRef:28]  [27:  (Herschel Holden, 1996) p. 42]  [28:  (Ptolemy, 2001)] 

In the 20th and 21st centuries, the desire to make astrological predictions for countries and their people as a general population continued. Jim Lewis (1941-1995) developed a system he called Astro*Carto*Graphy (1976) which was a technique of locational astrology used to relocate the natal chart and understand the influences in different parts of the world. According to his biography on the Astro*carto*graphy website, Lewis followed the tradition of Ptolemy and the Chaldeans. They state that his handbook is apparently ‘the most successful astrological publication outside sun sign titles and the ephemerides’.[footnoteRef:29] Nick Campion, Charles Harvey and Michael Baigent co-authored a book called Mundane Astrology in 1984. In this volume Baigent writes that mundane predictions using astrology was the first type of astrology, and references Ptolemy’s writing on eclipse records in 747 BCE.[footnoteRef:30] Mundane Astrology illustrates planetary cycles, political theory, ingresses, lunations, eclipses, and their effect on the world, as well as the study of astrology and wars.  [29:  (Lewis, 2020)]  [30:  (Michael Baigent, 1984) p 19.] 

CONCLUSION
Either directly or indirectly, the foundations of astrology in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries is rooted in the astrology from ancient Greece. There were new developments and techniques, but fundamentally, the organizational principles of planets, signs, houses and aspects remained intact with a few exceptions. Only the seven visible planets were used until the discovery of Uranus in 1781, Neptune in 1846 and Pluto in 1930. Telescopes provided for the discovery of many asteroids, centaurs and dwarf planets that they added to the chart. Computers provided the ability to cast a chart in an instant, and with this technology, it was much easier for astrologers to play with new ideas and develop new techniques. There was a big upsurge in the popularity of astrology in the 60’s, and people wanted to learn techniques quickly. As a result of this desire a system called the Astrological Alphabet was developed by Zip Dobyns as a way to remember archetypes[footnoteRef:31]. In this system she equated first house to Aries and its ruler Mars, second house to Taurus and its ruler Venus, and so on through the houses. Although she never intended to suggest that planets, signs and houses were the same thing, this astrological alphabet took hold in the consciousness with the result that many astrologers will write about astrology in this way today, including some of the aforementioned astrologers Jeffrey Green and Liz Greene. Many astrologers were self taught, and the time period has been described as the wild wild west in astrology. These astrologers were considered modern astrologers as compared to those who continued to practice traditional astrology.  [31:  (Astrologyplace, 2010)] 

We can credit Olivia Barclay (1919-2001), in some part, for the revival of traditional astrology. With her hands on an original copy of William Lilly’s Christian Astrology, she arranged to have it reprinted in 1985. Lilly drew on the work of Ptolemy and Christian Astrology (1647) was the first English language astrology textbook Christian Astrology in 1647[footnoteRef:32] and it is ‘the prime modern sourcebook of horary astrology’.[footnoteRef:33] Lilly himself was largely influenced by Ptolemy.[footnoteRef:34]The interest in traditional astrology surged in the 80’s and began a movement to translate the remaining original texts from their ancient languages to uncover what had been lost in the multiple translations before astrology arrived in the English speaking world. This work by Robert Zoller, Robert Hand and Robert Schmidt operated under the umbrella of Project Hindsight for a few years, which created a curiosity and passion for traditional astrology among contemporary astrologers. A few of the astrologers still actively involved in this work are Chris Brennan who published Hellenistic Astrology, the Study of Faint and Fortune in 2017, Demetra George who wrote Ancient Astrology in 2019, and Benjamin Dykes who wrote Traditional Astrology for Today in 2011 and has translated the works of Guido Bonatti. These contemporary authors and others who follow this path will guarantee that the astrologers who follow will continue to be rooted in the works of the Greek astrologers of ancient times.  [32:  (Campion, A History of Western Astrology Vol II, 2009, p. p. 151.)]  [33:  (Herschel Holden, 1996) p. 177. ]  [34:  (Lilly, William Lilly's History of His Life and Times, From the Year 1602 to 1681, [1715] 2005) p. 89] 
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