CLCS4007: Athens and Rome – Seminar 1 (Week 2) – 08/10/12

This week’s in-lecture seminar will be about the “Third Servile War” which was a major slave rebellion occurring in Italy from 73-71 BC. You may be most familiar with it through the historical figure Spartacus who was one of the leaders of this rebellion. For this seminar you will be required to read some extracts from Plutarch’s Life of Crassus and from Appian’s Civil Wars and to write short answers (a paragraph or two) to the questions I have set below. These tasks you not take you more than an hour. Bring your prepared answers along to this session and be prepared to discuss the question with your colleagues in the lecture room on Monday 8th of October.

Plutarch Life of Crassus 8.1-11.8.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D8%3Asection%3D1

Appian Civil Wars Book 1.14.116-121.
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0232%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D14%3Asection%3D116

1) Briefly describe who Plutarch and Appian were, when they were writing, and what there works are about? (If you are stuck on this look up the Oxford Classical Dictionary). 

2) According to the sources what events initiated the Third Servile War (otherwise known as the rebellion of Spartacus)?

3) What was Spartacus’ intention and what were the actions of the rebel/slave army, do they differ?

4) What is the practice of decimation and why did Crassus revive it?

5) What tactics did Crassus and the Roman forces employ in order to defeat Spartacus?

6) Why did Crassus want to bring a speedy conclusion to the war?

7) Is there any discrepancy in the account of Plutarch and Appian and is this significant?

