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1.0  Executive Summary
This report aims to share my reasons for wishing to study Quantity Surveying in addition to sharing my understanding of the job role. This report will then conclude by examining the longevity of a career as a qualified Quantity Surveyor and the requirements for such roles. 



2.0 Terms of Reference
2.1 The principal focuses are:
2.1.1 To discuss my understanding of the role of a Quantity Surveyor. 
2.1.2 To share my reasoning for wishing to study Quantity Surveying at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
2.1.3 The report is due by the 31st of October 2022

3.0 Procedure
This section identifies the research sources used.
3.1 The research included sources about Quantity Surveying from websites and textbooks set out in the references and bibliography.
3.2 Research was also obtained by taking notes during lectures.



4.0 Findings

4.1 Quantity surveyors are responsible for estimating costs, quantity of materials required, projecting timelines and liaising with clients to identify and meet their needs. Additionally, quantity surveyors will be employed by clients to ensure that projects meet quality and legal standards whilst following building regulations and Health & Safety Act 1974, (Seeley,1997).

4.2 Quantity surveyors are also referred to as cost consultants or commercial managers, who are employed for their expert advice on construction costs to guide and ensure clients that their proposed projects are affordable and have a profitable return. Quantity surveyors 

4.3 will often liaise with other professionals such as architects and construction managers to consider alternative options, track variations, finances remain under control whilst the project progresses timely to completion dates (HSE.gov.uk, 2015).

4.4 My interest in studying quantity surveying began following employment as a mechanical operator on a building site. The site was to build affordable housing implemented by Carmarthenshire County Council. 

4.5 My previous employment on a building site allowed me to see the process from plans to buildings, in addition to considering the costings, quality and sustainability of materials used in addition to the needs of each client which I consider important given the current climate. To gain more understanding about quantity surveying and building regulations I have reflected on lessons learnt in tragedies such as the Grenfell Tower and how they should be avoided.

4.6  At the end of my comprehensive education, I enrolled in a motor mechanics course and have obtained extensive experience in this role. Whilst this job role remains a service the public require, I feel that I am now able to explore a different career that will provide me with job satisfaction and a fulfilling career. 

4.7 Whilst my current qualifications to date are obtained in automotive engineering, I believe that many of the skills achieved are transferable such as problem solving and time management. I feel that I have been committed to completing all tasks set in my workplace which has allowed me the opportunity to achieve my full potential whilst having the ability to work on my own initiative as part of an existing team.

4.8 To gain more understanding of the role of a quantity surveyor and further my knowledge I have been fortunate enough to shadow a family member employed in this sector. This opportunity provided me with a greater understanding of what the role requires and the crossover it has to my existing interests such as property development and applying critical thinking to my experiences and development.

4.9 My decision to apply to attend University was that I felt ready to challenge myself by fulfilling an ambition of honing my abilities in mathematical and logical problem solving which are key components of quantity surveying.

4.10 Quantity surveyors are currently in high demand.



5.0 Conclusion

5.1 To return to education as a mature student has been a daunting process.  However, I feel that being a mature student will hopefully provide me with resilience and interpersonal skills which I feel are added strengths to studying at university level. Being a mature student, I have considered employment and longevity. Mature students may have been overlooked several years ago in the employment sector but due to older persons living longer and retirement age increasing I feel that I would be considered an asset of an employee as someone of a younger age. 
Additionally, reports available have suggested that there is a global crisis in the surveying profession. In 2019, one report highlighted that the shortage of quantity surveyors had already reached a critical level which had yet to be resolved. Construction businesses in the United Kingdom reported that 50% of them were struggling to employ in this sector and it must be remembered that these surveys were pre Covid-19 crisis pandemic. (RICS Recruit, 2020).
Reasons for lack of quantity surveyors may be just a case of supply and demand as there has been an increase in construction firms receiving new projects, thus the growth in construction jobs outpacing the increase in other industries. ONS reported 29,000 vacancies in 2020, indicating an increase of 16% from the previous year. Such statistics may have been affected following the UK’s decision to exit the EU. Brexit led some professionals in the construction industry to return home to their native country hence a possible reason for shortages of skilled surveyors. Brexit has been identified as a complication to EU citizens not being able to enter the UK freely which would mean that there would be a bigger recruitment required for British persons. 
With the need in demand, incentives for people to consider a career in the role of a quantity surveyor has led to an increase in hiring and offering of more apprenticeships. Whilst the Department of Education (DoE, 2019), reported a significant increase of building and construction apprenticeships, it is still not enough to address the concerns identified such as the quantity surveyor crisis in the long-term. In 2011 chartered surveyors were at their peak of 63000 by 2018 this number had fallen to 55000 which only creates a demand for surveying professional along with above average salaries, (RICS Recruit, 2021). The UK Government has also to committed to build a further 300,000 homes by the mid 2020’s, (RICS Recruit, 2021).
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