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Script:
Introduction
Slide 1: Title Slide
‘Understanding the Extent and Impact of ALN’
Slide 2: Subtitle Slide
‘So... What is ALN?’
Slide 3: ALN Definition
‘Children and young people qualify as having an additional learning need when they have a learning condition or disability that requires additional learning/educational support (Packer et al., 2022).’
Slide 4: Subtitle Slide
‘What are some examples of additional learning needs?'
Slide 5: Cognition Difficulties
‘Firstly, cognitive difficulties involve issues with processing, comprehending, or applying learning (Antalek et al., 2025). Such as dyslexia or dyscalculia (Swansea Council, 2023)’.
Slide 6: Communication or Language Difficulties
‘Individuals with communication or language needs may struggle with speech and understanding or expressing language (Wieczorek et al., 2025). They can include speech and language difficulties, and developmental language disorder (Swansea Council, 2023).’
Slide 7: Social, Emotional, and Neurodevelopmental Needs
‘Social, emotional and neurodevelopmental needs affect behaviour, attention, social interaction or sensory experiences (Löytömäki et al., 2022). Like ASD or ADHD (Swansea Council, 2023).’
Slide 8: Sensory Impairments
‘Individuals with sensory impairments have difficulties with one or more senses, such as sight and hearing (Swansea Council, 2023).’
Slide 9: Physical and Motor Difficulties
‘Physical and motor difficulties affect movement, and coordination (NHS, 2023).’
Slide 10: Complex & Medical Needs
‘Or some may have multiple areas of need or medical conditions (NHS, 2025).’
Slide 11: Who is likely to be affected?
‘In Wales, you may be more likely to develop an ALN if you are male, white, from a deprived background, or if you have low school attendance (Keating et al., 2025; Knight et al., 2025). Also, if you are born later in the academic year, or if your parents have limited educational backgrounds, you may be more likely to develop an ALN (Keating et al., 2025; Knight et al., 2025). However, any child or young person can be affected by an additional learning need.’
Slide 12: How prevalent is ALN in Wales?
‘How prevalent are additional learning needs in Wales? Well, ALN affects around one in ten or 11 children and young people. This is around 9.5% (GOV Wales, 2025).’
Slide 13: What impact does this have?
‘Let’s discuss what impact additional learning needs have in and out of the classroom.’
Main Impact
Slide 14: Parent Perspective
‘Firstly, we’ll discuss the views of parents. Many parents of children with additional learning needs in Wales have mixed feelings about the support their child is given during their education. Some believe that the ALN system benefits them and their child, while others disagree. For instance, around 41% of parents believe that their child has the support they need, while 44% disagree (GOV Wales, 2025).’
Slide 15: Why is This?
‘Why is this? Well, this is due to a range of factors. Some parents feel schools lack the resources, staff and capacity to fully support their child, with large classes and limited funding making this more difficult (GOV Wales, 2025). Others report insufficient support, poor communication, limited school inclusivity, particularly in secondary schools, where needs may be less well understood (GOV Wales, 2025). Some may also find the assessment process slow or frustrating, or disagree with the decisions made (GOV Wales, 2025). However, many parents do have positive experiences, highlighting the importance of small groups, specialist support, and dedicated staff, even when resources are limited (GOV Wales, 2025).’
Slide 16: Impact on Parents
‘Raising a child with additional learning needs can be overwhelming for parents, often impacting their mental health and wellbeing (Heiman, 2021). Many face ongoing pressure to advocate for their child, which can be especially stressful if they feel unheard (GOV Wales, 2025). Constant worry about a child’s needs can also take a toll, affecting both emotional wellbeing and family relationships (Heiman, 2021). However, with the right support, understanding, and strong partnerships with schools, families may feel more confident, supported, and hopeful.’
Slide 17: Impact on Individual (with ALN)
‘What is the impact of the ALN system on individuals? It can be difficult for a child or young person with an ALN in school. The system can be beneficial for diagnosing and providing support and applying practical tools.  However, the additional learning needs system can cause labelling, and individuals may be devalued for belonging to a certain group (Greenway et al., 2023). Individuals may be treated differently, potentially leading to negative attitudes (Greenway et al., 2023) and therefore, social exclusion. Pupils with ASD or ADHD often experience less peer acceptance and more peer rejection (de Boer & Pijl, 2016; Symes & Humphrey, 2010). This can impact the emotional wellbeing of the individual. Yet, with the right educational support, social support, and respect, individuals with additional learning needs can thrive.’
Slide 18: Impact on Teachers
‘What is the impact of additional learning needs on teachers? Teaching a full classroom whilst supporting learners with additional needs can be highly demanding, often leading to increased stress and workload. Teachers are not only delivering lessons but also adapting them to meet a wide range of needs, while ensuring that pupils are engaged and supported. In Wales, this can be more challenging due to limited staff and specialist support, particularly in Welsh-medium education (Davies, 2023). This can lead to teachers experiencing pressure, fatigue, and potential concerns about whether they are able to provide the best support to all pupils (Davies, 2023).’
Slide 19: Supporting Teachers
‘However, support from teaching assistants and others can make a significant difference, helping to share responsibility and provide more targeted support. Like, by providing one-on-one support to individuals with additional learning needs (Somerville et al., 2024). By ensuring that teachers are supported, they can continue to provide inclusive and effective learning environments for everyone.’
Slide 20: Impact on Class
‘Peer attitudes can sometimes be less positive towards pupils with additional needs, particularly those with behavioural differences, such as autism or ADHD (de Boer et al., 2012). However, inclusive classrooms can have a strong positive impact. Children learn to develop greater awareness, respect, and acceptance of others' needs (Roldán et al., 2021). They are also more likely to become more supportive and understanding, building important social and emotional skills (Roldán et al., 2021). When schools actively encourage friendships and inclusion, these positive attitudes can grow even further (Roldán et al., 2021). Importantly, research shows that inclusion does not negatively impact the learning or progress of pupils without additional learning needs (Ruijs et al., 2010). Overall, inclusive classrooms can help create a more understanding, respectful, and inclusive environment for everyone (Roldán et al., 2021). So, the ALN system clearly benefits the classroom.’
Slide 20: Impact on Whole School
[bookmark: _Int_7UmjDtQp][bookmark: _Int_20ju4oFf]‘In Wales, schools aim to ensure that all pupils make progress, including those with additional learning needs, by creating inclusive learning environments (Estyn, 2024). This means that every pupil should feel valued and supported, with strong partnerships between schools, families, and professionals (Estyn, 2024). Inclusive schools are led by staff who are committed to meeting the needs of all learners, with high expectations for each pupil (Estyn, 2024). Teachers should adapt their practice, as this ensures that learning is accessible and consistent across the school (Estyn, 2024). Pupil voice is also central, with learners encouraged to share their experiences and help shape the support they receive (Estyn, 2024). Many schools are also developing their environments, creating specialist spaces within mainstream settings to better support a wider range of needs (Estyn, 2024). Overall, the ALN system helps schools to become more inclusive, responsive, and supportive, benefiting all learners.’
Slide 21: Inclusive Schools
‘Inclusive schools don’t just support learners with additional needs – they create environments where every pupil can succeed.’
Conclusion
Slide 22: Conclusion
‘Throughout this video, we’ve seen that additional learning needs are more common than we might think, affecting around one in ten children or young people (GOV Wales, 2025). Their impact can be seen across the individual, the classroom, the families, the teachers, and the whole school. While there can be challenges, it is important to recognise that many individuals with additional learning needs go on to thrive and succeed in education, careers, and their daily life. Individuals with additional learning needs make valuable contributions to society, showing that with the right support, understanding, and opportunities, barriers can be overcome. People like Lee Byrne (British Dyslexia Association, 2020), Andrew Edwards (Andrew Edwards Autism, 2024), and Jake Sawyers (BBC News, 2022), alongside Rose Ayling-Ellis (BBC, n.d.), highlight the resilience and potential within the ALN community. Ultimately, understanding the extent and impact of ALN is not just about recognising challenges; it is about promoting inclusion, raising awareness, and ensuring that every learner feels valued and supported. Because, with the right environment, every learner can succeed.’
Slide 23: Title Slide
Understanding the Extent and Impact of ALN in Wales. (On screen).
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