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There are continuous debates in international bodies on a global accepted definition of terrorism. Due to so many international agreements and disagreements, each state or county have decided to have their own opinion on the meaning of terrorism, therefore there is no global agreed definition of terrorism (Larkin, 2013). Terrorists attract the members of the public by continuously maintaining fear and violence in dramatic prominent attacks in the hope to pressure political leaders towards a political end. This may include hijackings, hostage takings, kidnappings, mass shootings, car bombings, and suicide bombings. These attacks are carefully located and target popular areas with large crowds who are familiar with the area and feel relaxed. For example, places such as schools, shopping centres, bus and train stations, restaurants and nightclubs are commonly targeted (Jenkins, 2021]. Most definitions have frequently applied violence or threat aiming to create fear to direct victims as well as the population. The Prevention of Terrorism Act 1989 believe
 “The use of violence for political ends, includes any use of violence for the purpose of putting the public or any section of the public in fear” (Home Department, 2007).
Similarly, the Crown Prosecution Service (2017) also states that terrorism must have the intention of improving a political, religious or racial cause, through threat of action towards international governments or to intimidate the public. 
The United States of America define terrorism under the Federal Criminal Code, in Section 2331 of Chapter 113 (B) as:
“…activities that involve violent… or life-threatening acts… that are a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any State and… appear to be intended (i) to intimidate or coerce a civilian population; (ii) to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or (iii) to affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or kidnapping; and…(C) occur primarily within the territorial jurisdiction of the United States…” (LawIn, 2017).
The United Kingdom’s Terrorism Act 2000 provides an official definition of the meaning of terrorism as well as the specific powers for situations which may involve terrorism, such as to stop, search and arrest. The Terrorism Act 2000 define terrorism as the act of a terrorist that involves the use or threat of violence, usually extreme, in an attempt to fear the public, for political reasons or extremist beliefs (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p.253). Under section 1 (2) of the Terrorism Act 2000 they also define Terrorism to include actions “designed seriously to interfere with or seriously disrupt an electronic system” (Terrorism Act 2000). This Act was later updated and reviewed by the Home Office in 2006 and changes have been made to the existing legislative framework. The Terrorism Act 2006 defines terrorism exact to the Terrorism Act 2000 however section 34 amends that definition slightly. It has been updated to include specific types of actions against international governmental organisations such as the United Nations (GOV.UK, 2006). This assignment will carry out research of a terrorist group discussing their ideology, structure, and methods. As well as highlining some of the attacks for discussion around whether they should correctly be labelled as a 'terrorist' group or not.
Al-Qaeda, Arabic for “the base”, is a militant Islamic organization led by Osama Bin Laden which was created in the late 1980s, according to History (2019) he consolidated the international network and established during the Afghan war. However, Ayman Al-Zawahiri is the current leader of Al-Qaeda due to Osama Bin Laden being captured and killed in Pakistan in May 2011 (Knox, 2019). The organization inflict a strict and violent interpretation of Shari’a law on a mainly secular Sunni tribal culture. Shari’s law is the most intrusive and unpleasant law which prioritizes punishment over rehabilitation and chooses corporal and capital punishments over incarceration (Mansoor, 2013).
[bookmark: _Hlk65241204]During the war in America, Iraq and Afghanistan, Al-Qaeda was responsible for many of the terror attacks caused throughout the war. During the Soviet war in Afghanistan, leader Osama Bin Laden provided wealth, weapons and troops to Muslim insurgents referred to as Mujahideen (Byman, 2015a, p.3), which eventually resulted in the Soviets withdrawing from the ten-year war in 1989 (Hughes, 2008, p. 326-350). Al-Qaeda created a large financial network during the war which is when the group of terrorists was created to contribute to future wars.
The beliefs of bin Laden are a large motive to the violent actions between Al-Qaeda and global countries such as America. Bin Laden is known for his beliefs in the teachings of Sayyid Qutb, an Egyptian thinker which impacts Jihadist beliefs in the way of living (Brenner, 2017). Osama took his leadership as control over the Middle East after its boundaries were created by France and Britain due to the Ottoman Empire collapsing. Conflict was caused with America and Osama’s network of terrorists due to their history and religious ideology (Gunaratna, 2005). Osama looked up to Qutb and his research of American culture in the 1940s. American cultures angered Osama as he believed that there should only be one belief being Islam. This was due to the influence of Qutb, he argued that “all Muslims should take arms on non-believers” (History, 2018). Following on Osama and America have had a continued revelry which has lasted decades. Qutb was also an inspiration to other powerful leaders such as Aymen Al-Zawahiri, who would later become Osama bin Laden’s right-hand man (Burke, 2004, p.142). Zawahiri led a faction of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad during the Soviet war in Afghanistan with the goal of establishing a theoretical Islamic state in Egypt. With the contribution of Osama’s wealth, weapons and troops the Soviets withdrew from the war after being pressured by the Mujahedeen (Byman, 2015b, p.6). After the remaining Russians fled from Afghanistan the Soviets claimed victory while Osama and Islamic Scholar Abdullah Azzam officially began the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. Further attacks continued when Saddam Hussain the Iranian president invaded Kuwait (Real Clear History, 2019). The United States invaded their allies Saudi Arabia with soldiers, which angered Bin Laden once he was aware of the Christian troops in Saudi Arabia. These troops were home to Islam’s holiest sites of mecca and medina, which was his motivation for the further 9/11 attacks in New York City (History Collection, 2017). During the following decade bin Laden and Zawahiri worked closely together eventually merging their two terrorist networks. Zawahiri and Bin Laden both took a hatred to the regimes in the Middle East, which failed to succeed his goal of a fully ruled Islamic government. To attempt to eliminate these regimes bin Laden looked to attack the United States directly in belief that violence would force the Americans to retreat from the Middle East entirely and allow Al-Qaeda to take control as a dictatorship (History, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk65078045]Since declaring a holy war on the United States, Jews and their allies, Al Qaeda has been found responsible for a numerous of deadly terror attacks around the world, in 1998 the group claimed responsibility for attacks on U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, in 2000, for the suicide bombings against the U.S.S. Cole in Yemen, in which 17 American sailors were killed, and 39 injured (Lotha, 2019). Al Qaeda also took credit for the attacks on the 9/11 World Trade Centre twin towers in New York on September 11th 2001 and the Pentagon, killing nearly 3000 people. They were also responsible for the Madrid train bombings in March 2004 (History, 2019).
Al-Qaeda are well known for the deadliest terror attack ever in America, the bombing of the World Trade Centre twin towers on September 11th 2001 at 8:45am in New York City (History, 2018). 19 militants hijacked four planes which were entering America, they carried out a suicide attack killing nearly 3000 people, many of whom were key workers who arrived shortly after the devastating disaster. Three boeing 767 jets were fuelled with 20,000 gallons of fuel, knowing that the result of this would create a massive explosive (Newsd, 2020). The first plane hit 80th floor of North tower and then a second plane went into the other tower eighteen minutes later and then the third plane struck the Pentagon in Washington DC killing 184 people (BBC,2011). All nineteen militants lived in America at the time and had been for some years before this act of destruction was carried out. The precise planning of this attack by Al-Qaeda had consisted of years recruiting suicide operatives from around the Middle East which were then moved to America to live and it is believed that there were money transfers from Dubai. Khalid Sheikh Mohammed was the key operational planner of the 9/11 attacks (Berge, 2020)..
According to The Age (2004) the US government intelligence named Bulletin reveals Al-Qaeda’s most common techniques for their deadly attacks. Bulletin say that “They focus on maximising the destructive and killing power of an attack”. In the planning of their potential targets, this organization uses constructive and lethal methods to attack. They use the power of shattering glass in building so that each piece of millions of glass becomes a slicing weapon, injuring and killing victims. Al-Qaeda also uses the powerful reaction of kerosene and tyres with fire as an effective arson attack, they park vehicles loaded with explosives near confined areas killing thousands of people (Security Service MI5, 2021). This method of attack strikes their victims at a large distance and has a devastating impact, the organisers are then nowhere to be seen when it goes off (Pointon, 2003).
The original idea was to support Muslims who were fighting against the Soviet Union during the Afghanistan War as a logistical network however it soon developed into a brutal terrorist organisation (Lotha, 2019). To maintain their powerful control, they grew strong relationships with other like-minded groups who shared similar ideology (Barber, 2015, p.12). Al-Qaeda’s goal was to encourage and incite Islamist and Muslim people globally to attack those perceived to be the enemies of Islam (Gunaratna, 2005). However, many Muslims were against Al-Qaeda, which is why they consistently manipulated and angered the Muslims to go against the United States and its allies (Blanchard, 2007). Al-Qaeda fought and created war to demand his religious ideology and demand political requests, he removed all foreign forces and influences from Islamic societies and created an Islamic state ruled by Sharia law (Blanchard, 2007). 
Al-Qaeda share similar views to other terrorist groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq, also known as ISIS. This organization is a jihadists militant terrorist group which was formed in 1999 by leader Abu-Bakr al Baghadadi (History, 2017). Now called IS, this organization caused an international scene in 2014 when they took attempt of territory in Syria and Iraq. IS is well known for their brutality acts including mass killings, abductions and beheadings (BBC NEWS, 2015). Compared to Al-Qaeda, IS are known as a fighting force attracting attention, they invade whole cities with the use of tanks and an army of troops using brutal force (NBC NEWS, 2014). Whereas Al-Qaeda use one off bombing to attack popular areas within cities and carefully and secretly plan their move against their victims. Al-Qaeda mainly concentrate on the western and anti-west culture in their me methodology whereas ISIS is conservative towards Sunni Muslims (Between Difference, 2017). Although the rivalry between both terrorist groups involves the competition for members to join and spread their name (Byman, 2015), they both have similarities. Both organizations follow Sharia’s law to establish an Islamic caliphate, it all primarily comes down to fighting overpower and territory. 
Brining this assignment to a close, the decades of violence and extremism perpetrated by Al-Qaeda is clear that the power and control they have as an organisation is distinctive of the actions of a terrorist group. The research carried out within this assignment conclude that there is no accepted global definition of terrorism which is why each state and country have their own explanation. However, many of the definitions characterise terrorism through their use of violence, fearing the public and using explosives resulting in mass brutalities with the belief and ideology of religion. Al-Qaeda’s global network has been classed under the term ‘terrorist’ due to their precise and well organised methods behind their attacks. The wealth and power that Al-Qaeda has established throughout the years has enabled them to gain control over its members to build on their religious fanaticism and hate towards Western countries and the United States of America.
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