Bilingualism 

Introduction 
Good morning, my name is Rhiannon Williams, student number 2203313 and module code is ECEY4004. Welcome to my presentation. Today I will be discussing bilingualism and multilingualism. While discussing these subjects I will be highlighting the benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism, discussing Welsh as an additional language and English as an additional language, how bilingualism effects brain development and divergent thinking and how bilingualism links with early years frameworks and programmes. 

Benefits of bilingualism
The question which asks if someone speaks two or more languages can be vague. Despite having the ability to be bilingual or multilingual, a person may only use one of these languages frequently. Furthermore, the person might frequently speak two languages or more but they might be far more proficient in one rather than the other (Baker and Wright, 2021).  
According to Espinosa (2015) the language processing abilities that come with being bilingual and multilingual benefit children in social, cognitive, and linguistic aspects. It is believed that early bilingualism and multilingualism has been linked to increased language skills as well as other capabilities, including memory recall, inhibiting control, and focusing on task indications that are relevant rather than unnecessary. 
Garcia (2009) states that children who are bilingual develop an analytical orientation to language, or a higher level of linguistic knowledge. Children that are bilingual may be capable of more advanced cognitive and linguistic processing.  The cognitive functioning of a bilingual child appears to have an impact on many elements of their education and lives in general, which includes their critical thinking and sociological development. 
Booton, Hoicka, O'Grady, Chan, and Murphy (2021) argue that divergent thinking is not one of the many benefits of bilingualism for children. Adults’ learning, recollection, metacognition, theory of mind and concentration are some of the cognitive abilities that bilingualism has been suggested to affect. 
Therefore, the importance of adults comprehending how bilingual education affects children’s overall cognitive development cannot be emphasised. 
According to studies, multilingual children tend to be better at multitasking than monolingual children. They are also more competent at maintaining their focus (Wein, 2012). 

WAL/EAL
Several children have a first language other than Welsh or English, this could be because they were born abroad or their parents speak and communicate in a different language to them at home. In education, these children will learn Welsh and English as a second language. Being multilingual improves performance, therefore parents should urge their children to speak their native tongue. Academic language takes more time to develop for children than social language does (Gov, 2022). 
On the other hand, the Welsh Government (2014) believe the circumstance that is referred to as Welsh as an additional language is when a student is seeking a Welsh-medium education but does not speak Welsh or English as their first language, they may need assistance to access the entire curriculum in the Welsh language. 
[bookmark: _Hlk131241413]According to Gorrara, Jenkins, Jepson, and Machin (2020) Wales has made major investments in the theory and practice of second-language development throughout education since the devolution in 1997, demonstrating the significance of the Welsh language for cultural identity as well as a feeling of belonging. 

Brain development 
Espinosa (2015) believes that children as early as six months old are capable of learning more than one language and are neurologically prepared to do so. Managing the verbal processing required to become bilingual or multilingual benefits a child’s cognitive development. 
As bilingualism improves cognitive abilities, it is possible that it will prevent age-related cognitive deficits and even delay the onset of dementia symptoms if practiced throughout a child’s life (Bialysok, Craik, and Luk, 2012). 

Divergent thinking 
It is believed that divergent thinking tests frequently challenge participants to develop a list of uses for a specific item or solutions to a specific issue (Garcia, 2009). Hoffman and Russ (2012) explain how divergent thinking, which is the capacity to produce a diversity of ideas, as well as storytelling, which displays creativity and imaginative skills in a less structured manner, are examples of cognitive abilities in play. Hoffman and Russ (2012) follow by explaining that divergent thinking and fantasy play have also been linked to negative effects, according to research. Compared to children who display fewer negative themes in their play, children who can display greater negative themes in play can discover more creative uses for specific objects. 

Links with early years frameworks. 
The new curriculum in Wales provides a chance to reconsider how current different languages are appreciated and taught to incorporate a holistic perspective to language acquisition that would be advantageous to Welsh and English as well as modern multiple languages. The new curriculum provides an opportunity to reconsider how language learning is thought and implemented across all three domains by combining Welsh, English, and other languages into an unified learning group. (Gorrara, Jenkins, Jepson, and Machin (2020). 
As stated by the Welsh Government (2020) the Welsh language use in the provision of public services is now governed by a more current legislative framework in accordance with the Welsh Language (Wales) Act of 2011. The Commissioner's main goal is to encourage and promote the use of the Welsh language. Among other things, the Commissioner should attempt to ensure that the Welsh language is represented fairly to the English language. 
Vygotsky proposes a link between how a child learns to speak and write and how sign systems are used in different cultures.
According to Vygotsky, a child imitates an adult and progressively gains the ability to complete specific tasks on their own without assistance. The difference between what a child can achieve without assistance and what he or she can do with assistance is the best way to understand the zone of proximal development (ZPD). I used the technique of Vygotsky’s scaffolding theory in my activity about different colours to support the use of Welsh and English language and to promote bilingualism by allowing the children to repeat the words I was saying bilingually. 

Conclusion
To conclude my presentation, it is clear that bilingualism can support a child’s ability to communicate and increase their language skills in a different language. (Espinosa 2015). A bilingual child’s cognitive development appears to have an impact on a variety of aspects of their education and can influence them to excel in their everyday lives (Garcia 2009). In other aspects by Garcia 2009 bilingual children acquire a deeper level of linguistic understanding and an intellectual approach to language. Given that bilingualism begins at a young age and continues throughout life, it is certain to enhance cognitive capacities and has the potential to defend against age-related cognitive impairments (Bialysok, Craik, and Luk, 2012). 
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