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HPHI 5902 
BRITAIN AND THE GREAT WAR
Level Five - Distance Learning (Lampeter)
20 credits
2023-2024 (Semester Two  commencing w/c Monday 5th February 2024)

Teaching Sessions, via Teams: Tuesdays 2-4pm (First Session 6th February 2024)
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Module Handbook
Tutor: Doctor Lester Mason

lestermason@uwtsd.ac.uk
TEACHING SESSION:

1.  Introduction followed by ‘August 1914 – The Lamps Go Out…’- Why did Britain go to war so readily in 1914, and what was the extent of the enthusiasm among the British people to challenge German military aggression and expansion?

2.  The War Years – Patriotism and Protest. - Between August 1914 and December 1915, 2.5 million men enlisted in the British Army, surely a reflection of undoubted willingness to challenge Germany. Did attitudes change, and what was the extent of anti-war feeling and protest in Britain?

3.  Keep the Home Fires Burning – Women at War. How did the war impact upon the lives of women in Britain, and did any changes survive the post-war years? 

4.  Running the War – The Role of Politicians. A series of crises throughout 1915-1916 brought major changes to the political scene in Britain. These will be examined in detail, as well as assessing their long-term impact. This session will also include an examination of events in Ireland

5.  War Experience – Men at the Front. The experiences of men on the front line have been well documented. The work of literary figures and the accounts of the ordinary soldier will be looked at, many written during the conflict. This seminar will also examine changing military tactics on the Western Front. 
6.   Denouement (the Outcome). What did peace mean for the people of Britain, and what were the changes brought about by four years of ‘Total War’? This session will also assess the impact of the Treaty of Versailles.

7. ‘A War Imagined’ – Looking Back and the Nature of War Memory. Through the work of major writers on the Great War, such as Paul Fussell, Samuel Hynes, Jay Winter, et al, the different approaches to the subject of ‘war memory’ will be examined, to see how people in Britain looked back and attempted to make sense of the conflict

8. ‘The Glorious Dead’ – Commemoration of the Great War. ‘The decades after 1914 were probably the most intensive period of mass grieving in British history, unusual both in scale and because the old were left to mourn the young’. (Cannadine in Heffernan, ‘The Western Front and the Politics of Remembrance’, Ecumene II No 3, 1995, p.293). This session will look at commemoration of the war in Britain, at both a national and local level.

  9.  War at a Local Level – West Wales, the War and Aftermath. How did the war impact upon the villages and towns of west Wales? Including how these communities tried to make sense of the loss of loved ones, and how they remembered the men and women who did not return.

10. Review. Including a discussion on how the Great War has been commemorated in Britain, 100 years on, and the lasting legacy of the conflict in Britain.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS:
Course Work: Portfolio (weighting 100%)
Due on Turnitin : TBA

Portfolio Part One (worth 50%) – 2500 words covering book review(s)/journal article; document analysis; bibliographic exercise.

Guidelines:

1. At least two of the three options must be present in the portfolio; for example a, 

·   1500 word book review/journal article, and  1000 word document report, or a

·   1000 word book review/journal article, 1000 word document report, and 500 word annotated bibliographies, or a

·   1500 word annotated bibliographies, and 1000 word book review/journal or document report

2. Annotated bibliographies should be between 250-350 words each. How to complete an annotated bibliography will be explained early in the module.
3.   You can choose more than one book/journal/document to analyse; but caution, choosing, for example, three books over 1500 words, leaves you only 500 words each, not enough to cover all points. So it is advisable to choose one or two book review(s)/journal article(s)/document report(s).

Portfolio Part Two: Written assignment (worth 50%) – 2500 words taken from the following essay titles: 
Choose an Essay from the following titles: 

1. A closer analysis of the mood of Britons in the summer of 1914 suggests a less than enthusiastic response to the impending conflict. Discuss. 

2. Far from being persecuted and the subject of hostility, Conscientious Objectors in Britain were given a sympathetic hearing by the civil authorities during World War One. How accurate is this statement? 
3. The political map of Britain was transformed as a result of fighting World War One. Discuss.
4. For many British soldiers life in the trenches proved a positive experience. Discuss. 

5. The process of remembrance and commemoration in Britain was an agent for political order and stability following 1914-18. Discuss.

6. Why has the First World War cast such a long shadow over the history of the British Isles, even eclipsing the legacy of World War Two? 
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READING LIST

(where known, the Lampeter library reference follows the publication)

The Reading List is arranged as follows:

Primary sources

General Histories

Attitudes to war, public opinion and patriotism

Politics and the war

Experiences of war

Women at war 

Culture and society


Looking back and remembrance

Wales and the Great War

PRIMARY SOURCES

Asquith, H.H. ‘Moments of Memory’ 942.08 ASQ
Brittain, Vera, ‘Testament of Youth’ 942.082 BRI
Morrell, Ottoline, ‘The Early Memoir of Lady Ottoline’

Morrell (Bloomsbury Group) 820.99 MOR

Owen, Wilfred, ‘Collected Letters’ 821.99 OWE

and ‘Collected Poems’ 821.99 OWE 

Clarke, Tom, ‘My Northcliffe Diary’ 942.083 HAR
Morgan, K.O. (ed) ‘Lloyd George: Family Letters’ 942.08 LLO
Churchill, R. ‘Winston Churchill Vol II 1900-14’ 942.08 CHU
Blunden, Edmund, ‘Undertones of War’ 821.99 BLU

Sherriff, R.C. ‘Journeys End’ 822.99

Sassoon Siegfried, ‘Memoirs of an Infantry Officer’ 821.99

Aldington, Richard, ‘Death of a Hero’ 823.99 ALD

Graves, Robert, ‘Goodbye to All That’ 821.99 GRA

Silkin, Jon, (ed) ‘Penguin Book of First World War Poetry’ 821.9 PEN or 940.481 PEN

GENERAL HISTORIES

Bourne, J. M. ‘Britain and the Great War’ 940.3 BOU

Degroot, G. ‘Blighty: British Society in the Era of the Great War’ 942.083 DEG

James, Joll, ‘Origins of the First World War’ 940.311 JOL

Ferguson, Niall, ‘The Pity of War’

Ferguson,   Niall ‘The War of the World – History’s Age of Hatred’

Ferro, M. ‘The Great War’ 940.3 FERRO

Gregory, Adrian, ‘The Last Great War’ (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008).
Keegan, John, ‘First World War’ 940.3 KEE

Marwick, Arthur, ‘The Deluge : British Society and the First World War’ 942.083 MAR

Robbins, Keith, ‘First World War’ 940.3 ROB

Robson, Stuart, ‘First World War’ 940.3 ROB

Strachan, Hew, ‘The First World War’
Taylor, A. J. P. ‘First World War’ 940.3 TAY

Terraine, John, ‘First World War’ 940.3 TER

Turner, John, (ed) ‘ Britain and the First World War’ 940.342.BRI

Winter, Jay, ‘The Great War and the British People’ 940.83 WIN

ATTITUDES TO THE WAR, PUBLIC OPINION AND PATRIOTISM

Buitenhuis, P. ‘The Great War of Words’ 940.488 BUI

Ceadel, M. ‘Pacifism in Britain’ 327.1720942 CEA

Hopkins, D. ‘Patriots and Pacifists in Wales 1914-18’ Llafur (1974) PER 331.09429

Jones, Graham, J. ‘W.Llewellyn Williams M.P. and the First World War’ The Carmarthen Antiquary, Vol XLII (2006), PER 942.98   
Koch, H. W. (ed)  ‘The Origins of the First World War’ 940.311 KOC

Messenger, G. S. ‘Propaganda and the State in the First World War’ 940.488 MES

O’Brien, T. ‘Patriotism on Trial, the Strike of the South Wales Miners’ Welsh History Review (1984) PER 942

Robbins, K. ‘The Abolition of War’ 940.3162 ROB

Sanders, M. ‘British Propaganda in the First World War’ 940.488 SAN

Steiner, Z. ‘Britain and the Origins of the First World War’ 940.311 STE

Weinroth, H. ‘Norman Angell and the Great Illusion’ Historical Journal (1973) PER 905

Wohl, R. ‘The Generation of 1914’ A.940.51 WHO

POLITICS AND THE WAR

Adams, R. J. Q. ‘Asquith’s Choice, the May Coalition and the Coming of Conscription 1915-16’ Journal of British Studies (1986) PER 942

Burk, K. (ed) ‘War and the State’ 941.31 WAR

Constantine, S. ‘Lloyd George’ 942.08 LLO

Dewey, P. ‘The Impact of the War on the British Political System’ in Turner (ed) Britain and the Great War 940.342 BRI

and ‘Military Recruiting and the British Labour force during the First World War’ Historical Journal (1983) PER 905

Fry, M. ‘Political Change in Britain’ August 1914 – December 1916 Historical Journal (1988) PER 905

Fraser, P. ‘British War Policy and the Crisis of Liberalism in May 1915’ Journal of Modern History (1982) PER 905

Jenkins, Roy, ‘Asquith’ 942.08 ASQ

Grigg, J. ‘Lloyd George’ 942.08 LLO

McEwan, J. M. ‘The Press and the Fall of Asquith’ Historical Journal (1978),

also ‘Northcliffe and Lloyd George at War’ (1981) PER 905

Morgan, K. O. ‘Lloyd George’ 942.08 LLO

Morgan, K. O. ‘Age of Lloyd George’ 942.08 MOR

Pugh, Martin, ‘Lloyd George’ 942.08 LLO

Turner, John, (ed) ‘British Politics and the Great War’ 940.342 BRI

Woodward, David, ‘Did Lloyd George Starve the British Army of Men prior to the German offensive of 21 March 1918’ Historical Journal (1984) PER 905

EXPERIENCES OF WAR

Bourke, J. ‘Intimate History of Killing’ 355.02 BOU

Fussell, P. ‘Great War and Modern Memory, 820.99 FUS

Keegan, John, ‘The Face of Battle’ 355.48 KEE

Leese, P. ‘Problems Returning Home: British Psychological Casualties of the Great War’ Historical Journal (1997) PER 905

Phillips, E. ‘Dai Bach Y Soldiwr: Welsh Soldiers in the British Army 1914-18’ Llafur (1983) PER. 331. 09429

Roberts, G. D. ‘Witness These Letters: Letters from the Western Front’ 940.481.ROB

Travers, T. ‘The Killing Ground: The British Army, the Western Front and the Emergence of Modern Warfare’ 355.942.08 TRA

Veitch, Colin, ‘Play up, Play up and win the war: Football, the Nation and the First World War 1914-15’ Journal of Contemporary History (1985) PER 940.5

Wilson, Trevor, ‘The Myriad Faces of War’ 940.3WIL

Winter, Denis, ‘Deaths Men’ 940.483 WIN


also, ‘Haig’s Command’ 940.4144 HAI

See also the Journal of Contemporary History Vol 35 (2000) PER 940.5.  Special issue on shell shock including contributions by Jay Winter, Joanne Bourke, Annette Becker, Eric Leed and George Mosse.

WOMEN AT WAR

Beddoe, Deirdre, ‘Back to Home and Duty’ 301.412 0942 083 BED

Braydon, Gail, ‘Women Workers in the First World War’ 301.40942083 BRA

Gould, Jenny, ‘Women’s Military Service in First World War Britain’ in Higonnet et al (eds) ‘Behind the Lines’ 301.41209403 HIG

Gullace, N. ‘White Feathers and Wounded Men: Female patriotism and the memory of the Great War’, Journal of British Studies (1997) PER 942

Macdonald, Lyn, ‘The Roses of No Mans Land’ 940.475 MAC
Marwick, A. ‘Women at War 1914-18’ 940.315043 MAR

Tylee, ‘The Great War and Women’s Consciousness’ 820.99 TYL

Woollacott, ‘Khaki Fever and its Control: Gender, Class, Age and Sexual Morality on the British Home Front in the First World War’, Journal of Contemporary History (1994) PER 840.5

CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Hynes, Samuel, ‘A War Imagined: The First World War and English Culture’ 

820.99 HYN

Mommsen, W, ‘Society and War’ Journal of Modern History (1978) PER 905

Petter, M. ‘Temporary Gentlemen in the Aftermath of the Great War: Rank, Status and the ex-officer problem’ Historical Journal (1994) PER 905

Waites, B. ‘The Impact of the First World War on Class and Status in England’ Journal of Contemporary History (1976) PER 940.5

Whiteside, N. ‘British Population at War’ in Turner (ed) ‘Britain and the First World War’ 940.342 BRI

Winter, Jay, ‘The Impact of the First World War on Civilian Health in Britain’ Economic History Review PER 330.9

and ‘Aspects of the Impact of the First World War on Infant Mortality in Britain’ Journal of European Economic History (1982) PER 330.94

also, ‘The Great War and the British People’ 940.083 WIN

LOOKING BACK AND REMEMBRANCE 

Bushaway, B, ‘Name upon name…’ In Porter (ed) ‘Myths of the English’ 301.2942 MYT

Cannadine, D, ‘War, Death and Mourning in Modern Britain’ in Whaley (ed) ‘Mirrors of Mortality’ 301.154 MIR

Davies, Jon, ‘War Memorials’ in Clarke (ed) ‘Sociology of Death’ 301.154 SOC

Ecksteins, M, ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ Journal of Contemporary History (1980) PER 940.5

Ecksteins, M, ‘Rites of Spring : The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age’ 940.5

Fussell, P, ‘The Great War and Modern Memory’ 820.99 FUS

Gaffney, A, ‘Aftermath : Remembering the Great War in Wales’ 940.465429 GAF

Gregory, Adrian, The Silence of Memory: Armistice Day 1919-1946 (Oxford:Berg, 1998).
Heffernan, Michael, ‘Forever England, The Western Front and the Politics of Remembrance in Britain’ Ecumene II (1995) PER 306

King, Alex, ‘Memorials of the Great War in Britain’ 940.460942 KIN

Lloyd, David, Battlefield Tourism: Pigrimage and Commemoration of the Great War in Britain, Australia and Canada (Oxford: Berg, 1998).
Mansfield, N, ‘Class Conflict and Village War Memorials’ Rural History (1995) 

PER 301.35

Mason, L.J. ‘Communities in Mourning – Commemoration and Memorial Construction in West Wales following the Great War’ (Unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Lampeter, 2009) 
Moriaty, Catherine, ‘Private grief and Public Rememberance in Evans and Lunn (eds) ‘War Memory in the 20th Century’ 301.6334

Also, ‘The material culture of Great War Rememberance’ Journal of Contemporary History (1999) PER 946.5

Mosse, G, ‘Fallen Soldiers’ 301.6334 MOSS

Reynolds, D, ‘The Long Shadow: The Great War and the Twentieth Century (London: Simon and Schuster, 2013)

Tarlow, Sarah, ‘Bereavement and Commemoration’ 393.094112 TAR

Todman, D, ‘The Great War: Myth and Memory (London: Hambledon, 2005)  
Winter, J, ‘Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning’ 940.3 WIN

Winter, J, (ed) ‘War and Remembrance in the 20th Century’ 909.82 WAR

WALES AND THE GREAT WAR

Bartlett, J. and Ellis, K. M. ‘Remembering the Dead in Northop, First World War Memorials in a Welsh Parish’ Journal of Contemporary History (1999) PER 940.5

Barlow, Robin ‘Aspects of the Great War in Carmarthenshire’ (Unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Lampeter, 2000).
Beddoe, Deirdre, ‘Munitionettes, Maids and Mams: Women in Wales 1914-39’ in Angela John (ed) ‘Our Mothers Land’ 301.9429 OUR

and ‘Back to Home and Duty’ 301.412.9420 BED

also, ‘Women Between the Wars’ in Herbert and Jones (eds) ‘Wales Between the Wars’ 942 9082 WAL

Egan, David, ‘The Swansea Conference of the British Council of Soldiers and Workers, July 1917’ Llafur (1975) PER 331.09429

Eurig, Aled, ‘Aspects to the opposition to the First World War in Wales’ Llafur (1987) PER 331.09429

Gaffney, Angela, ‘Aftermath, Remembering the Great War in Wales’ (1998) 940.465429 GAF

Hopkin, D. ‘Patriots and Pacifists in Wales 1914-18’ Llafur (1974) PER 331.09429

Jones, G. ‘Wales and the Quest for Peace’ 327.429 JON

Lloyd, D. T. ‘Welsh Opinion and the First World War’ Planet (1972) PER 059.9166

Mason, L.J. ‘Communities in Mourning – Commemoration and Memorial Construction in West Wales following the Great War’ (Unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Lampeter, 2009) 

Morgan, K. O. ‘Peace Movements in Wales’ Welsh History Review (1981) PER 942.9

Mor-O’Brien, A. and Hughes Emrys, ‘Anti-War Feeling’ Welsh History Review Vol 12 No 1 (1987)  PER 942.9

Mor-O’Brien, A, ‘Patriotism on Trial – The Stroke of the South Wales Miners’ Welsh History Review Vol 13, Vol 12 No 1 PER 942.9

Phillips, G. ‘Dai Bach Y Soldiwr: Welsh Soldiers in the British Army 1914-18’ Llafur (1993) PER 331.09429

