How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police?
In this essay I will be exploring, using academic resources, how the code of ethics might reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in policing practices and the organisation as a whole. To assist in my answer, I will be explaining the function and application of the code of ethics in the context of policing and reviewing academic studies on the benefits of having a code of ethics at the core of the police service as an organisation, and the potential consequences that may occur as a result of not adhering to the code of ethics. 
The code of ethics was implemented in 2014 by the College of Policing in an effort to set a clear expectation of the standards of behaviour expected from Police officers and staff. The expectations laid out by the code of ethics consist of honesty and integrity, use of force and confidentiality to name just a few. The code of ethics not only sets out the behaviour expected of officers and staff but also sits at the heart of the National Decision Model to ensure that all decisions made by police officer and staff are ethical and will hold up to scrutiny of the public (College of Policing, 2023).
Prior to the conception of the Code of Ethics in 2014 it was believed by some academics that police officers and staff adhered to the so called “Blue code”. The Blue Code is the idea that police officers would not report any criminal or ethical wrongdoing by their colleagues out of a sense of kinship or interorganisational loyalty (Skolnick, 2002). The practice of the Blue Code as well as a history of poor police conduct prior to the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence act (PACE) resulted in a strained relationship between the police and the public. Surveys conducted showed that public satisfaction of the police as an organisation has polled consistently low, with only 25% of those surveyed rating the police service as very good (Skogan, 1996).
The introduction of the code of ethics was brought in to combat the prevalence of the blue code by setting a statutory requirement to report behaviour that does not align with the code of ethics. In some cases, failure to adhere to the code of ethics in favour of the blue code could be seen as a criminal offence or gross misconduct, this behaviour is likely to result in the involved officer’s dismissal from the police service (Westmarland and Conway, 2020). By implementing these requirements, it reinforces to police officers and staff that a high degree of professionalism in not only expected but demanded and therefore may assist in reducing examples of police misconduct.
The trust and confidence of the public is vastly important to policing in almost all capacities. The significance of public contentment with the police lies in its potential impact on the effectiveness of law enforcement endeavours. Criticism of the police could diminish the probability of members of the public collaborating with the police service in their efforts to investigate and solve crime (Bridenball and Jesilow, 2008).
As I have touched on earlier in this essay, the police and the public have had a complex relationship in recent history and the introduction of the code of ethics was introduced as one of a handful of methods to boost public perception and confidence in the police. Whether or not this has worked is up for debate. The difficulty in measuring public opinion of policing is attributed to the fact that society is made up of many different subsections, all of which have their own wants, needs and opinions when it comes to law and order, these subsections include age, race, class and whether they reside in a deprived or affluent area (Weitzer 2002). 
It is not just societal factors that impact public opinion and trust of the police, high profile cases, police methods of investigating them and media coverage of the cases can all have extreme impacts on the opinion of the public. The kidnapping, rape, and murder of Sarah Everard resulted in the metropolitan police service being labelled as rotten to the core and the policing profession being accused of institutionalised misogyny as well as corrupt, homophobic, and racist (Basu 2022). The prevalence of social media has made it easier than ever not only to learn of cases of police misconduct or wrongdoing but also express one’s opinion and share experiences of your own interactions in regards to the police service which in turn can either improve or damage others opinions of the police, depending on the nature of the experience.
In this essay I have explored how the code of ethics may be used to help reduce incidences of police misconduct and improve the trust and confidence of the public when it comes to the police service. Throughout the essay I have highlighted how many factors must be taken into account when attempting to determine how to improve these issues. These factors include the different socioeconomic groups that make up society as well as the use of media and social media to monitor police actions. Overall, it is nearly impossible to determine what measures will work to improve public perception and trust in the police service as an institution and caution should be taken when attempting to measure the effectiveness of any policy that is put into place to boost public perception and reduce police misconduct.
WORD COUNT: 905



















How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders?
In this essay I will be evaluating how effective a multi-agency approach is when managing violent and sexual offenders, I will first explore what is meant by a “multi-agency” approach and how this relates to the profession of policing. I will then be explaining the risks that come with violent and sexual offenders and how poor management of these offenders could result in negative outcomes. I will also be highlighting the current measures that are being used in managing these offenders and analysing the effectiveness of these measures. To assist me in writing this essay I will be using academic studies and papers that have explored similar topics.







A multi-agency approach can be defined simply as cooperation between agencies, utilising a multi-agency approach is effective in its ability to assist in early risk identification, information sharing, joint decision making and coordinated effort to assess, manage and reduce risk (College of Policing, 2023). One example of a multi-agency approach that is commonly used within policing is a multi-agency risk assessment conference, more commonly referred to as MARAC. The main function of a MARAC meeting is to provide up to date information regarding risk and to put together a complete assessment of a victim’s needs, as the attendees for these meetings consist of police, health, probation, and housing services, to name just a few, it provides the ability to link the people involved in domestic violence situations to the relevant services that they need in an efficient way (A Robinson, 2013).
When assessing the risks that come with managing violent and sexual offenders, we must first look at the different kinds of risk assessments, as I am trying to establish the effectiveness of current practices it is important to note that different risk assessment methods come with their own flaws which can affect the results of the assessments. There are two common approaches to risk assessments, clinical and actuarial. Clinical methods have a lower accuracy and can be impacted by the bias of the assessor however this method is good at assessing behaviours and environmental impacts as well as assisting in developing management strategies. Actuarial methods are more accurate than clinical however can be affected by statistical misconception, for example, low incidents of violent behaviour in the general population can skew the statistics when attempting to use these statistics when managing violent offenders (H Kemshall, 2002). As both of these risk assessments have their own benefits and flaws it is good practice to use both in the context of managing violent and sexual offenders, using both practices will help professionals make informed judgements and decisions based on statistical data and clinical expertise. 
There are a wide range of risks that come with managing and mis managing violent and sexual offenders however the main risk is the offender’s potential for recidivism following the cessation of previously robust counter measures, for example a prison sentence. 
For simplicity I will be using the averages of recidivism rates amongst violent and sexual offenders going forward. On average the recidivism rate for sexual offenders is 13.4%, the recidivism rate for non-sexual violent offenders is 12.2%, caution, however, must be applied when using averages to calculate these rates as the rates for certain sexual offences differ from one another, for example the recidivism rate for paedophiles is 36.9% (Hanson and Bussiere, 1998). 
To reduce the risk of managing these offenders a multi-agency approach is considered best practice and has been implemented across the UK. As previously explained MARAC meetings are regularly held to discuss and implement plans to deal with violent offenders, most commonly engaging in domestic offences, however, there are also the similarly named multi agency public protection meetings which seek to consider individual cases, classify offenders into specific groups and develop, implement, and monitor individual risk management plans, these meetings consist of police, probation, social services, and other agencies. The risk management plans that are implemented are specifically targeted with the aim of reducing the risk of recidivism in these offenders, these plans can consist of various different methods such as home surveillance, home visits, restrictions on the offender and the dissemination of information to any at risk parties, in the case of sexual offenders that specifically target children, schools may be informed that a specific offender may be living in the area (Kemshall and Maguire 2021). 
The results that followed the implementation of a multi-agency approach to the management of violent and sexual offenders are by no means clear cut, the measures put in place can act as a deterrent from further deviant behaviour however they can also work to uncover further crimes that may have gone otherwise unreported which may skew the results when referring to reoffending rates in these offenders. In either case preventing reoffending or detecting these crimes shows that a multi-agency approach, while not perfect, is adequate when it comes to protecting the public from the possible risks posed by these offenders (Christensen et al, 2022).
In this essay I have explained what is meant by “multi-agency approach”, explained the risks that come with the management of violent and sexual offenders and explained and evaluated the current measures that are in place to manage these offenders. By doing this I have come to the conclusion that utilising a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders is an effective course of action, it enables emergency and social services to communicate clearly with one another and put in place plans to prevent reoffending in the best case scenario and to detect further offences in the worst case.
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To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime?
In this essay I will be answering the question, to what extent is lifestyle theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of serious and organised crime. I will begin the essay explaining what lifestyle theory, serious crime and organised crime is, I will then assess the impact it has on a person’s vulnerability in the context of serious and organised crime. I will be using data recovered from academic resources to help me determine if lifestyle theory is an accurate reflection of what makes a person vulnerable. 
Serious crime is defined in section 93(4) of the Police Act 1997 as ‘conduct which involves the use of violence, results in substantial financial gain or is conducted by a large number of persons in pursuit of a common purpose or the offence or one of the offences is an offence for which a person who has attained the age of twenty-one and has no previous convictions could reasonably be expected to be sentenced to imprisonment for a term of three years or more.’ (The National Archives, 1999). Some examples of serious crime are rape, grievous bodily harm with intent and murder.
Organized crime refers to criminal activities that are carried out by a structured group or organisation. These groups often engage in illegal activities such as drug trafficking, as seen in the recent increase in county lines offences. These groups operate in a coordinated manner often across multiple areas and constabularies in the UK which can make it difficult to tackle (Britannica, 2007). Investigating and preventing serious crime in the UK has always been one of the top priorities of police constabularies and the government, so much so that in 2018 the UK Government implemented a new strategy to tackle serious and organised crime (Home Office, 2018).
To understand how lifestyle theory can make certain people vulnerable to these crimes we must first understand what lifestyle theory is. The basic premise of lifestyle theory is that a person who exhibits risky behaviour or makes risky choices is at a higher probability of being victimised than a person who does not exhibit these behaviours. An example of this could be a person who is a known drug dealer being subject to a violent robbery by another in order for this other to steal the money or product that the person is likely to have on them. Although any person can be the victim of a similar crime someone who is likely to be carrying high value items e.g., cash or drugs and unlikely to report it to the police due to not wanting to incriminate themselves is at a much higher risk of becoming a victim. A more nuanced example of risky behaviour could be drinking excessively on a night out which leaves the person unable to identify and protect themselves from risky decisions. It is important to note that lifestyle theory does not necessarily mean living a life of crime, however both examples are more common in areas of low socio-economic opportunities. (Pratt and Turanovic, 2016). 
As previously discussed lifestyle theory or engaging in risky behaviour can increase a persons vulnerability in the context of being a victim of crime, when specifically talking about serous and organised crime it is likely that lifestyle theory has a massive impact on whether or not a person will become a victim, this is regularly the underlying theme of many crime dramas in pop culture, for example in the 1998 crime comedy ‘Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels’ almost every character experiences a swing between committing crimes and becoming a victim at some point during the film, although the actions in the film are greatly exaggerated for entertainment purposes it clearly shows the link between the lifestyle that a person leads and the potential for being victimised (Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels, 1998). Due to the regular theme of lifestyle theory in popular culture crime dramas, it indicates that lifestyle theory is seen as an accurate reflection of what makes certain people a victim of serious and organised crime. Organised crime groups operate by way of inflicting harm, economic loss, or the impairment of rights of an individual or group. This is done with the purpose of facilitating or advancing their criminal endeavours (Langhorn, 2021). To follow on from the example used earlier in the essay the increase in county lines related crimes in recent years can be attributed to lifestyle theory, studies have shown from the year ending March 2017 to March 2019, a quarter of homicide victims were known drug users, with 13% being known drug dealers. With the numbers being even higher in identified suspects 42% of suspects were users and 24% were dealers, this shows a clear link between the lifestyle these people are living and their increased risk of becoming a victim of serious crime or organised crime, the same studies have shown that people from poor socio economic backgrounds are more likely to become involved in county lines as there are fewer opportunities in the context of employment and education which make certain people feel that engaging in a life of crime is one of their only options in securing financial security (O’Hagan and Edmundson, 2021). The figures stated above also show that lifestyle theory has a major impact on determining whether or not someone will become a victim of crime.
In this essay I have explained what is meant by serious crime, organised crime, and lifestyle theory, I have also assessed the impact lifestyle theory has on an individual’s risk of becoming a victim of crime using both academic resources and popular culture examples. Based on my findings I believe that lifestyle theory is, to a large extent, an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of serious and organised crime.
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Why is a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending?
In this essay I will be examining why a partnership approach is the most effective way of preventing reoffending, I will begin by explaining what is meant by a partnership approach in the context of policing and managing offenders, I will be exploring the use of lifestyle theory when coming up with a plan to prevent reoffending. I will then be reviewing how effective this method is at preventing reoffending by looking at alternative methods at attempting to reduce recidivism rates in both the UK and other countries, I will be using academic resources to assist me in validating my argument and writing this essay. 
To better answer this question, we must first understand what is meant by a partnership approach within the context of policing. Sometimes referred to as partnership policing the basic premise of ‘partnership approach’ is two or more parties, in this instance the police and another individual or group, working together to, in the most basic terms, prevent crime. Police often seek to create partnerships with a range of different communities and groups that often cannot be reached by other services, this approach can be especially useful in combatting hate crime (College of Policing, 2020). A partnership approach lends itself well to routine activity theory when trying to prevent offending and reoffending. Routine activity theory suggests that the opportunity for a crime to be committed can be attributed one or more of the following aspects:
· A motivated offender
· A valid target/victim
· A lack of a capable guardian 
The theory suggests that by removing one of these aspects the opportunity for a crime to be committed would be reduced or eliminated. A groups involved in a partnership approach to prevent reoffending can utilise this theory to prevent reoffending by understanding what motivates the specific offender and either removing that motivation or redirecting the offender to other means of acquiring the motivation, for example if the motivation is money as the offender is unable to find a job, assistance from probation services or social services may help them find employment and therefore eliminate the need to commit a crime in order to gain money, this also links in with the need for a capable guardian to help guide the potential reoffender on to more desirable paths. Services are also able to remove the validity of the potential target of the crime, in instances of reoccurring domestic violence services such as women’s aid or an independent domestic violence advisor can assist the victim in finding alternative accommodation and a wider support network which will assist in preventing reoffending (Miro, 2014). By implementing this theory alongside, the partnership approach, all involved agencies can maximise the likelihood of a positive result when trying to reduce reoffending rates. When using cases of domestic abuse/violence as an example, police can pass information to other services who can disseminate this information to the agencies or individuals that need it for safeguarding purposes. Domestic abuse aggressors will be highlighted to social services and other agencies so they can focus on safeguarding measures for any existing or new partners the offender could have, in extreme cases, children can be removed from the household to prevent them from becoming victims. Probation services can also be informed if an offender is breaching any conditions placed upon them when they have been released from prison, this along with a large number of other measures can act as a deterrent and also directly and indirectly remove a suitable target from the situation which aids in reducing the chances of another crime being committed (Kemshall and Maguire 2021). 
In the past, other methods have been used in an attempt to reduce reoffending rates, these different methods have been used across different countries and cultures all in an effort to deter crime or prevent reoffending, punishments like the death penalty and lengthy prison sentences while having some merit in terms of preventing reoffending by removing the offender’s capacity to commit crimes do not act as a deterrent. This realisation has led many criminologists to believe that punishment does not deter, and therefore does not reduce reoffending (Bailey, 1977). If we use and agree with the findings that punishment does not deter then another way of reforming offenders in a way that prevents them re offending must be used. It is obvious that for a great deal of serious crimes a custodial sentence should be used to mitigate the immediate risk that the offenders pose to society and individuals, however without utilising effective methods of re-education the likelihood is that the risk, while being mitigated whilst the offender is in prison, will still be present upon their release. By partner agencies working together and sharing information the offender will be less likely to reoffend as they will be monitored, supported, and given opportunities all in an effort to reduce their need to commit offences, this method is again supported by the lifestyle theory.
With all of the evidence I have collected I feel that I have established that a partnership approach is currently the most effective way of preventing reoffending.
In this essay I have attempted to answer the question, why is a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing reoffending. I have explained what a partnership approach is, and I have explored the use of lifestyle theory and how it can be used to predict crimes and prevent the opportunity for a crime to be committed. I have also explored other methods that have been used in an effort to prevent reoffending. 
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