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	For completion by the first marker: Dawn Collins
Comments:
This dissertation is well written with clear expression an excellent abstract outlining its central thesis and findings. The work would have benefitted, however, by the clarity of the abstract continuing on into the introduction. It is always best, when writing academically, to include an introduction that outlines what you intend to do in your study and how you intend to do it. The dissertation moves straightaway from the abstract to descriptive sections that read like a literature review, some of which (the section on Spretnak) is presented in note form rather than academic prose. This being said, if the abstract is taken to function somewhat as an introduction, your intention for the piece and what you did within it is evident from that. Also, it is clear from the contents page that the dissertation is very well structured. 
Your discussion of the literature is relevant and appropriate for your topic. You also provide the reader with helpful explanations of key concepts, such as ‘Paganism’ and ‘animism’. Your review explores a number of themes pertinent to your topic, contrasting tropes found in ‘Western’ and ‘Indigenous’ worldviews and exploring differing approaches to the natural world, problematising elements within these and proffering pagan and animist worldviews as aligned with a more indigenous approach. Your development of this argument is clearly expressed and supported by the literature you have chosen to underpin it. 
You use a good range of primary and secondary sources, and your referencing is mostly consistent, however, there seem to be some issues with the formatting of the references. For example, in your first two footnotes you leave no space between the bracketed publication terms and the page numbers, and these should be expressed ‘pp.’ rather than ‘.pp’. These kinds of discrepancies continue throughout so, in the case that you were to develop this work for publication, you might want to iron out these minor errors. There are also some issues with citations. You sometimes indent them, sometimes put them in a separate, footnoted paragraph, and sometimes keep them inline text in quotation marks. It would be better to always place them in quotation marks so that it is very clear for the reader what is directly quoted from previously published works and what is original to this particular piece of writing. You could also further improve your presentation of secondary literature by briefly introducing the studies you describe in order to contextualise them for the reader. For example, when mentioning Kirner’s study (p. 21), you give percentages for the findings without first providing context such as the location of the study and its respondents. 
You open your methodology section by outlining your three primary research questions, continuing to give an academic rationale for your methodological approach. This is a good section, well supported by literature on doing research, and you position yourself as ‘insider’. You consider reflexively your position in relation to the respondents and take measures to mitigate possible bias. The section following this is neatly divided into three, addressing three core research questions (‘Is contemporary Paganism inherently earth-centered? Do these conceptualisations translate into environmental actions?’ And ‘How does Paganism interact with a capitalist society?’). This lends a good structure to the data analysis. The two surveys you conducted were on an impressively ambitious level, spanning the globe through the use of social media and followed up by a wealth of material from semi-structured interviews. You include this in lengthy appendices. It is likely that you have more material here you could develop in further research if you so wished, since your data collection went beyond the usual amounts for a 15,000-word research project. You clearly went to considerable lengths to analyse the data, giving careful thought as to how to do this appropriately, and your presentation of the findings is detailed. Your discussion of your findings uses the direct voice of the respondents to support your analysis, which is very good, and you make some interesting observations. In particular, the section on ritual meanings for pagan groups and the ensuing argument for the effectiveness of ritual as a component of real-world environmental action is very convincing. 
The dissertation concludes with a nuanced and insightful discussion of its findings that is very well structured and argued, giving an overview of the research’s core questions and surmising your findings. You make a compelling case for the relevance of such research and of Pagan practice to global imperatives in responding to the environmental crisis. Overall, this is an extremely good piece of research—well done!
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	For completion by the second marker: Dr. Jack Hunter

Comments:

This dissertation is a critical qualitative investigation into the eco-spiritual dimensions of contemporary paganism. You begin with a good abstract that summarises the main themes of the paper. You then move into your introduction section with provides context and rationale for the research in light of global ecological crises.

You then move into your literature review, which is split into thematic sections. You begin with definitions of paganism, dark green religion and so on. This is useful, though sometimes the definitions become mixed up, e.g. are they definitions of paganism, dark green spirituality, deep ecology, etc.? You then discuss demographic data relating to the practice of pagan spiritualities in the general population. You suggest that they represent a powerful group with potential for ecological action and pro-environmental behaviour. The next section considers literature related to nature connection/disconnection, covering key theorists, such as Lynn White Jr., Robin Wall Kimmerer, and others. Next you turn to consider animism as an anthropological category and later as a relational ontology.  This leads into a discussion of recent efforts to legislate for the personhood of natural environments in India and New Zealand. You then discuss environmentalist and animist tendency within Pagan activism. You also discuss ecological magical ritual, drawing parallels between pagan/magical ritual and practices such as the Council of All Beings. You raise some important points of critique in relation to the environmental benefits of contemporary pagan practices. This is a thorough review of pertinent literature, that builds a solid base for your research.

The next section deals with your research methodology. You give a good justification for the use of qualitative methods, and include a discussion of your own reflexive position as a researcher and practicing pagan, and approaches to mitigation. You lay out some key research questions, before outlining your approach to data collection (surveys , interviews and participant observation). Ethical considerations are discussed, and you evaluate your research methodology. This is good. 

You then move on to present your findings. This is logically separated into thematic sections dealing with key research questions. You make good use of both quantitative and qualitative data (statistics and narrative survey responses). You relate observations back to theoretical literature/observations discussed in the literature review. You are able to challenge assumptions and raise points of critique, as well as probing into the attitudes and ecological behaviours of magical /pagan practitioners, as well as into specific magico-ritual practices. There is lots of rich material in this section.

You then have a relatively short conclusion that summarises the key findings of research. Overall, this is a well written and very interesting piece of research that has real-world benefits in understanding how belief mediates environmental behaviour. It is based on a thorough survey of relevant literature, and a solid methodology. You have collected some very insightful qualitative and quantitative data. In general it is fluently written. Keep an eye out for minor typos, and grammatical errors, which are scattered here and there. It is well structured with a logical flow and argument.
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