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Introduction

As technology advances, new ways of doing old things come along, and so, become more productive and efficient. Adapting to new environments and finding ways to overcome complicated situations got humanity to where it stands right now. From inventing the wheel to landing on the moon, technology has seen many innovations, all possible simply cause of humanity’s capability to learn. And that is through studying. Studying their surroundings or their own mistakes, but mainly, through studying what their ancestors left behind. Then adding their own individual knowledge to it and passing it on to their children. Thus, the cycle of passing down knowledge began and continues to this day.


Virtual Learning Environments.
Studying has seen many phases of evolution. Therefore, it’s probably fair to say that there is an uncertain number of studying methods that existed throughout the ages. To put it in a timelapse, humans went from scribbling stuff with very little meaning on the walls of caves, to the existence of Virtual Learning Environments. 
VLE as described by Melanie, E. (2020), is “a platform used in education to give access to educational content online”. A platform such as this is usually, an internet website that can be accessed by students at any time, which allows them to either, communicate with each other, get information and updates on their future classes, access literature provided on the platforms, get information about certain assignments and so on. A good example of such a platform is “Moodle”, which is the mainly used VLE by The University of Wales Trinity St. David. 
A Virtual Learning Environment can also be an online App used for educational purposes. These types of apps are what gave birth to the idea of online studying and a good example of a very popular one is “Zoom”. For context, studying in-person has been the main educational method for centuries till this day. That’s why the appearance of online studying methods has had such a big impact on society, as being one of the biggest technological advancement in education yet.
Online vs. In-person Education.
As mentioned before, the traditional in-person studying is the main educational method used today, as it is predominant in almost all schools, universities, and collages. To this, online education acts mostly as an addition, not necessarily as a change. But when comparing the two, some advantages and disadvantages can be identified. 
As mentioned by the Yellowdig Team (2021), a few pros of online studying can be: Ease of access, designed for people who lack the availability to attend face-to-face classes, who are offered the chance to undergo formal education. Costs, as online studying tends to be less expensive than traditional education. And pliability, where students can choose to learn at their own pace and timeframe.
Studying online also eliminates the idea of having to travel to and from school every day therefore wasting a lot of precious time. It allows you to have more time for yourself and outside of schoolwork.
On the other hand, in-person studying also has its benefits. It gives students an opportunity to be more socially active, build up relationships and connections. It also helps towards better discussions between the teacher and the students, where the lecturer has a better control over them. It’s also easier for the students to not get distracted and stay focused on the task at hand.
My Own Experience with VLE.
Throughout my time in school and university, I had many occasions to experience different Virtual Learning Environments, and now I can draw my own conclusions. As example, during Covid-19, there were many times when my class had to move to online studying for long periods of time due to quarantine restrictions. From that, I can state that studying in an online environment can be really tiring and it requires a lot of dedication to be able to keep up. At home, there are too many things that can divert your attention, making it incredibly easy to lose track of what is happening during the class. 
What regards the consumption of time, I realised that online studying is indeed less time consuming, making it easier to manage activities outside your classes. It allowed me to have more time to focus on my individual studying and still have time for my hobbies.
During my time studying at the University of Wales, I had the opportunity to use Moodle which is also a Virtual Learning Environment. Being my first time use such a platform for studying purposes, I was very unfamiliar with the results and effects it can have on your learning experience. At first, I found it confusing and complicated, having a really hard time finding the information that I needed. But after getting the hang of it, I started to see for myself how impactful it can really be. Stuff like, Its accessibility, complicated but well put together structure, and big amounts of helpful information make it such a helpful tool, and as for myself, I believe that Virtual Learning Environments are a great addition to the world of education.
My Questionnaire and the Purpose of One.
A part of my assignment, I had to establish and questionnaire and conduct a survey on the topic of VLE’s effects on student’s learning experience. But for starters I’d like to give a bit of information about questionnaires and what is the purpose of one.
When it comes to obtaining data, there are a few different ways of doing it. You can either do your own research, and through the results that you get, make your one conclusion. This can be called primary data collection. You can also choose to use the information obtained my someone else’s research and draw your own conclusion over the results that they got, which can be called secondary data collection. Or you can collect data from and book or article in which the author, in their own words, is explaining their understanding of the topic. And that would be called tertiary data collection.
A questionnaire or a survey is considered primary data collection and the advantages of one when it comes to research are: that they allow you to get information fast and efficiently. The information is precise and straight from the source which makes it totally valid. They also allow you to compare the results from different periods of time to see how things have changed or progressed. It also gives you the opportunity to target bigger groups of people for better, more accurate and precise results. Through allowing you to use a large diversity of questions, you can obtain a larger variety of data, which can help towards drawing better conclusions. (Market Research 2022)
The point of mine was to pin-point people’s opinions and experiences with Virtual Learning Environments, to see if they generally find it as a good or bad addition to the world of education. For my questionnaire I used the following questions:
1. Have you ever used a VLE?
2. Have you ever used Moodle?
3. From your experience, was finding information on Moodle difficult?
4. From 1 to 5, how would you rate your experience with Moodle?
5. From 1 to 5, how much did using Moodle affect your studying?
6. In your opinion, is using a VLE more time-consuming or time-efficient?
7. In general, do you think VLE are a good or bad technological advancement?
For the first question, I had 5 people answer that they have used a VLE before, and 0 people that haven’t. As it is still a new thing, there are a lot of campuses that haven’t adapted to it yet. And some places where technology is not very developed, don’t even have the facilities to adapt to it. Regardless of that, the fact that many places already started the introduction of Virtual Learning Environments is true and very noticeable.
As for the second question, I received 3 positive answers and 2 negative answers. That is due to the fact that not all the people who participated in my survey, were students at the University of Wales, nor were they part of a university that uses Moodle.
For the third question, 3 people stated that finding information on Moodle wasn’t difficult in their experience. That just reinforces the idea that Virtual Learning Environments are a good addition to the educational systems, in terms of usability and finding information. As it can be quite complex and most of the times hard to understand for people that are not very knowledgeable with modern technology, a VLE can still be very useful especially when seen as an additional tool.
As for the fourth question, most people who used Moodle, would rate their experience with it highly, as I got one person rate it a 3 and two people rate it a 5. This shows that people have already started to see the benefits of VLE and that the downsides, are not as bad as some would anticipate. 
For the fifth question, I received kind of a mix of answers. One person answered with a 1 which could result from the way they used Moodle. If they used it simply to get information on their classes or their assignment, that means they didn’t fully take advantage of all the useful information there is provided. On the other hand, two of the other people answered with a 4 and a 5. What can be drawn from this is that, unlike the first person, these guys took full advantage of the useful information that’s laid out for students to use.
At the sixth question, as can be seen in Figure 1, 3 people considered that using a VLE is more time-efficient, where only one person disagreed. Traditionally, to find information you had to go look for it in person. You either had to physically go to the library and scour through many books until you found what you needed. That can most of the times take a very long time. But now, with the help of Virtual Learning Environments, you have the information that you need at the tip of your fingers. Finding it via a VLE can be very quick and efficient. 
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For the seventh and last question of my questionnaire, I wanted to see people’s general opinion on either the concept of Virtual Learning Environments is a good or a bad technological advancement. And although I anticipated to receive mixed answers, as generally people’s opinions on this topic are quite mixed, I got back only positive answers. To my surprise, people seem to be more optimistic about new ways of learning and managing their studies. This is also a great thing because it shows that people might not be as scared of the idea of technology advancing, at least as long as it shows good results. Which is also one of the most important things when it comes to introducing a new technology to the masses.


Conclusion

In conclusion, 	when it comes to technology, humans have improved significantly throughout the years, achieving some incredible milestones, making life easier and more complex, showing that humanity might have a future. But at the same time, some could say that these said improvements, might lead to humanity’s end. As for education, the implementation of Virtual Learning Environments looks like a promising one and most people that experience it tend to agree with that fact. There are many benefits to using one and the downsides are very unsignificant. It’s impact on education so far is hard not to take into consideration and all it does is raise our hopes higher.
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