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Dissertation Proposal

Male victims of Domestic Abuse: Has society perceptions had an impact on the reporting of domestic abuse.

Introduction
This dissertation will look at the difficulties that affect male victims of domestic abuse. It will discuss the potential reasons for the lack of reporting by male victims and explore whether society has created a social injustice through the stigmas attached to male victims of domestic abuse.
Research suggests that services available to victims of domestic abuse are lop-sided towards female victims. The purpose of this research is to determine whether male victims feel that they are being treated fairly by police and third-party organisations, and whether there is enough publicity and support around the issue.
This subject was chosen by the researcher as it is something that they have had first-hand experience of. It is an important subject and one in which they believe more awareness is needed in identifying and supporting male victims. Domestic abuse is not gender specific and does not discriminate, it affects all persons, regardless of age or gender.
Furthermore, domestic abuse is a significant component of everyday policing. It would be extremely beneficial for serving police officers to be able to recognise victims of domestic abuse and guide them in the correct path for after-care support. It is intended that by doing so, early intervention would be implemented, providing greater protection for male victims whilst encouraging them and others to seek help.

Background/Literature review
Unfortunately, Domestic violence is not a new phenomenon. Domestic violence refers to a wide range of acts of violence and abuse which is committed by one family member against another (Shipway, 2004). In the early 1900’s, domestic violence was considered a private matter, and discussing it in public was not deemed acceptable or a social concern (Kronenberg, 2013). 
Back then, patriarchal societies existed and it was considered normal and reasonable for women to be subordinate family members while males were dominant and in control. As a result, males often used violent acts and behaviours as a means to keep the family in line (Kennedy, 2011). Even more distressing is the fact that laws up until the 1970’s frequently disregarded, or even condoned, this type of violence.
Domestic violence established a categorisation and societal construction that victims of domestic abuse are exclusively female (Tsui, 2014) and therefore an ideal victim. Ideal crime victims are considered to be weak, innocent, and faultless personalities who are empowered by someone physically stronger than them (Strobl,2010; Tsui, 2014). As a result, whereas female victims of domestic violence already struggle to acquire victim status, the stigma surrounding domestic abuse makes male victims suffer much more (Tsui, 2014).
During the 1970’s, feminist movements such as the Woman’s Liberation Movement (WLM) achieved substantial accomplishments and helped change the social landscape, including the equality and the personal dynamics between men and women. The movement was one of the first to address previously unseen crimes such as ‘battered wives’ as a serious issue. It saw the arrival of safe houses and refuges, opened by women-centred charities such as Rape Crisis and Woman’s Aid. These charities helped women who were suffering from abuse and violence in an intimate relationship as they had no help or protection (Harne and Radford, 2008).
Since the feminism movements in the 1970’s, domestic abuse has been increasingly recognised as a serious social problem. The Police and local authorities across the world made it a priority in an attempt to eradicate it. (Mooney, 2000). Domestic violence does not discriminate, it happens across all cultures and age groups (Flink et al, 2008), it is a problem that spans borders and countries; it is a global concern.
The public pressure generated by these women’s rights protests prompted the UK to pass its very first piece of domestic violence legislation, the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976, which established civil protection orders for victims (Bradley, 1978).
The pressure has grown and grown over the years which has prompted the UK government to pass laws which offer better protection for victims of domestic violence. The Home Office definition of domestic violence changed in 2012 to include 16 and 17 year-olds and the phrasing altered to comprise coercive control (Home office, 2013). The Government definition of domestic violence and abuse is:
‘Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. This can encompass, but is not limited to, the following types of abuse: psychological, physical, sexual, financial, and emotional’ (Home Office, 2013).
Despite new laws being introduced and domestic violence now being viewed as unacceptable it is still a common occurrence in practically every society. Today, it is estimated by the Crime Survey for England and Wales that in the year ending March 2020, approximately 5.5 percent of adults aged 16 to 74 years (2.3 million) experienced domestic abuse in the previous year (ONS, 2020). On average police receive an emergency call in relation to domestic abuse every 30 seconds (HMIC, 2014).
However, in South Wales it is even more prevalent. According to Alun Michael, South Wales Police Crime Commissioner, South Wales Police receive a call relating to Domestic Violence every 15 minutes. This figure equates to 93 calls every day and accounts for a third of all crime recorded (Lewis, 2019). 
In reality, these statistics show that a police officer is likely to respond to a domestic call numerous times throughout their shift. As a result, it is critical that police recognise DV victims so that they may intervene and provide them assistance and support, as well as referring them to the appropriate support agencies.

Methodology
The term ‘Methodology’ refers to the specific procedures or techniques used to find, select, process and analyse information about a topic (Creswell, 2017).The methodology portion of a research article helps the reader to objectively examine the overall validity and reliability of the study. 
The primary research for this study will comprise of surveys to Police officers, third party agencies/charities and adult males. The data from the survey will then depend on qualitative and quantitative research to critically examine this topic matter in depth. This type of research is known as triangulation. Triangulation refers to the various ways to collect and evaluate data on the same issue. By combining different types or sources of data, the validity of your findings can be strengthened (Bekhet & Zauszniewski, 2012).
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Fig 1. Triangulation Methodology (Bramble et al, 2008).

The primary findings will then be displayed in various graphs and charts and compared to existing secondary findings to identify any patterns or gaps where recommendations can be made. It is critical that the survey be completed to a standard in which the questions are neither leading or subject to interpretation and are geared to produce an accurate response to the issue being questioned.


Aims and Objectives
The aims of the study are;
1. To identify if male victims of domestic abuse are under-reporting and the potential reasons for not reporting.
2. To establish if social stigmas still exist around domestic abuse.
3. Is there a lack of empathy from Police and other third party services?
4. Are there enough support services out there for male victims of domestic abuse?
5. Is there enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic abuse. 
The aims of the research will be met by the following objectives
1. Review the literature surrounding domestic violence and male victimisation
2. To identify and evaluate secondary data and services for males who are victims of domestic violence 
3. To conduct primary surveys with friends, family, Police officers, third party charities/organisations to ascertain their thoughts, ideas and recommendations on where help and support can be improved.
4. To collate, analyse and display both primary and secondary data to establish trends and identify areas for improvement.

Limitations
As with any study, there are always limitations or potential weaknesses which are outside of the researcher’s control. There is no ‘gold model’ when conducting research methods and analysing data. Most methodologies cannot be truly replicated and therefore are unable to be verified per se. 
For this study, it is envisaged that it will be limited in scope due to the set limit of 10,000 words.  Also, time restraints/deadlines could have an impact on participation numbers and research findings. Furthermore, it is apparent that there is clearly not enough studies/papers in relation to male victims of domestic abuse, so identifying trends could prove difficult. Furthermore, ethical issues will have an impact on the true reasons why male victims of domestic abuse do not report domestic violence, as they cannot be included in the study. However, males will be included in the study albeit not victims so the reasons will not be a true reflection but an indication as to the reason why. All of the above may have an impact on results and it is important to acknowledge them.  

Ethical issues
They will be no significant ethical restraints as victims will not be included in this study. Permission will be requested from participants to utilise anonymised information, the questions themselves will be ethical, and, as previously stated, all personal details will be excluded, guaranteeing no individuals or locations can be identified.
Time frame/Gantt Chart
The current timeframes are set out by the submission deadlines determined by the university. These are as follows: 
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Fig 2. Time frame for submissions.

I aim to complete all work far ahead of the submission dates, allowing me adequate opportunity to communicate with my designated supervisor and make recommended changes to my academic work as the project advances. I aim to keep in frequent communication with him to ensure that my project stays on schedule.
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