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                        Social Inclusion, Victimisation, and Welfare
                                              BMCP5002
Choose a UK case where someone with personal factors of vulnerability has been a victim of crime. Critically evaluate how the criminal justice supported or failed them.













[bookmark: _Hlk134047862]The Children Act 2004 was introduced in 2004 to underline that it is the duty of all individuals and organisations that work with children to protect them and promote their well-being (Foster D, 2020). The act was first passed in 1989 and amended in 2004 in the following areas as placing responsibility on local authorities in England and Wales to set up plans to promote collaborations with important partners and local agencies, with the goal of improving the security of the children in the authority’s area. Secondly, placing responsibility on a range of agencies, which involves the local authorities, the police, and health services, to make sure that they take into consideration the need of safeguarding and promoting the well-being of the children when carrying out their functions (Foster D, 2020). Lastly, establishing the roles and duties of safeguarding partners, which include the police, local authorities, and NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups. These partners are in charge of deciding how safeguarding procedures should be implemented in their region (Foster D, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Hlk134053541]The criminal justice system in the UK is designed to protect vulnerable individuals from becoming victims of crime. However, in some cases, the system has failed to provide adequate protection and support to those who need it the most. This essay will critically evaluate how the criminal justice system supported or failed Ayeeshia-Jane Smith. A 21-month-old infant, unfortunately, tragically became a victim of a crime as a result of her own personal vulnerabilities (BBC,2017). Her case raised serious concerns about the criminal justice system's capacity to safeguard and protect vulnerable young children. Ayeeshia-Jayne was killed by her mother after suffering a series of injuries despite being known to social services and having a history of health issues (BBC,2017). This essay will critically assess how Ayeeshia-Jayne Smith was treated by the criminal justice system and suggest ways that the protection and support of vulnerable children in the UK might be improved.
Social services were aware of Ayeeshia-Jane since she was born prematurely and suffered from health problems, including a fractured leg that required hospitalisation. Her mother, Kathryn Smith, had a history of drug misuse and mental health issues. Just days before she was discovered dead and a post-mortem revealed she had suffered a series of horrific injuries, Ayeeshia was overheard by neighbours saying, "Stop mummy, stop daddy."(Wheatstone R,2016)
[bookmark: _Hlk134140414]Ayeeshia-Jane was taken in and placed with foster parents when she was a year old because her mother was having an abusive relationship with her new partner. She was given back to her mother four months later, who had just begun dating Mathew Rigby. She was subsequently diagnosed with having a seizure at Queens Hospital and released (BBC,2017).  Due to an anonymous call claiming a domestic incident at Ayeeshia-Jane's residence at the time, the police went to her home. Her mother took her to the hospital after stating that she had cut her lip after hitting her mouth against the bath's side. There have reportedly been other domestic violence occurrences on the site where Ayeeshia-Jayne stayed. There is concern by professionals that Kathryn Smith might be minimising the level of violence and her child may be at risk. Later she was announced dead (BBC,2017).


[bookmark: _Hlk134147937]There are numerous ways how the Criminal Justice has failed to support Ayeeshia-Jayne which are lack of communication and coordination. Lack of coordination and communication between the various organisations and different agencies involved in Ayeeshia's care was one of the major problems in her situation. Social services, professionals, and the police had been aware of Ayeeshia for several months before her death, but they failed to share information about her or take the necessary precautions to keep her safe. For instance, despite noticing numerous bruises on Ayeeshia's body days before she passed away, a health visitor did not alert social services about her concerns about Ayeeshia’s well-being which shows lack of professional curiosity (Carson G, 2017). As well as Poor assessments. There were concerns raised about the quality of assessments conducted by social workers and other professionals involved in Ayeeshia's case. These assessments failed to accurately identify the risks to Ayeeshia and her need for protection, which meant that she was left in a dangerous situation. For example, the social worker that visited Ayeeshia failed to alert anyone about the concerns and failed to recognise risk factors (Glasper, et al, 2021)
[bookmark: _Hlk134142299]Despite there being proof of abuse and neglect, Ayeeshia was not taken out of her mother's custody. This was partially brought on by a lack of foster parents and resources, but also reflected a failure to prioritize Ayeeshia's safety and well-being. For instance, social workers were aware of Kathryn Smith's history of drug use and domestic violence but failed to take decisive action to protect Ayeeshia from harm (Kreft H,2017). Ayeeshia's case also highlights the need for a more effective response to reports of abuse and neglect. There were several reports concerning worries for Ayeeshia's welfare made to social services and the police, but there was no clear procedure for following up on these reports or making sure that the appropriate action was taken. Ayeeshia was put in danger as a result of this lack of accountability, with no effective intervention to protect her (Kreft H,2017) .
Ayeeshia Jane, a 21-month-old baby girl who was killed by her mother in 2014, was sadly not properly supported by the criminal justice system. However, there were some instances where the criminal justice system tried to help Ayeeshia, even though these attempts ultimately failed. Here are a few instances of how the justice system tried to assist Ayeeshia’s legal representation. Guardian ad litem, a person chosen by the court to represent a child's interests in legal proceedings, was assigned to Ayeeshia. Despite the fact that Ayeeshia was unable to speak for herself, her guardian ad litem was able to make sure that her interests were represented in court.  They also provided Investigation and prosecution for Ayeeshia’s case, Following Ayeeshia's death, the police conducted a thorough investigation into the circumstances of her death. They were able to collect sufficient evidence to lead to Kathryn Smith, Ayeeshia's mother, being found guilty. Smith received a life sentence with a minimum of 24 years in jail for killing Ayeeshia (Eichler W, 2016). This indicates how the criminal justice system was able to make the offender answerable for her deeds and provide Ayeeshia with justice. As well as social services were involved in the case. Social services were aware of Ayeeshia and were working on her case before she passed away and set up a child protection plan, but eventually, they were more worried about the mother who could have been a victim of domestic abuse(Mullin G, 2017). It's important to remember that the criminal justice system tried to help Ayeeshia, even though their attempts were ultimately ineffective.
Unfortunately, these attempts at support were not enough to protect Ayeeshia from harm. There were significant failures within the criminal justice system, including a lack of communication and coordination between different agencies and professionals involved in her care, poor assessments, and a failure to remove Ayeeshia from her mother's care despite evidence of abuse and neglect. These failures ultimately led to Ayeeshia's tragic death. 
There were several missed opportunities to prevent the death of Ayeeshia Jayne, there were numerous things that could have been done to effectively protect her. The following actions could have been carried out to stop Ayeeshia's death. Which are effective communication and cooperation between agencies. This was one of the major issues in Ayeeshias’s case as there was a lack of communication between different agencies and experts that were involved in her case. This states that they have failed to engage with each other, lack of information about Ayeeshia’s concerns was shared due to which they couldn’t take the correct action to save her (Carson G, 2017). Better sharing of information and collaboration between social workers, health professionals, and the police could have helped to identify the risks to Ayeeshia and ensure that appropriate action was taken to protect her. There were serious concerns raised about the quality of assessments carried out by social workers and other professionals involved in Ayeeshia's case. Improved assessments that accurately identify risks and needs could have ensured that Ayeeshia was appropriately protected.
[bookmark: _Hlk134147342]Ayeeshia should have been taken out of her mother's custody even if there was evidence of abuse and neglect (HM Government,2016). This failure is indicative of a larger issue with the criminal justice system, which is that it gives priority to parental rights over the security and welfare of children. Ayeeshia's life might have been saved if necessary steps had been taken to remove her from her mother's care. Effectively responding to the report of abuse could have been a way to save Ayeeshia.  Ayeeshia's well-being was the subject of multiple reports to social services and the police, but there was no established procedure for following up on these reports or making sure the proper course of action was done. Ayeeshia could have been protected if there had been a more efficient response to abuse and neglect allegations (HM Government,2016). Finally, Ayeeshia's case highlights how a lack of resources affects the criminal justice system's capacity to safeguard vulnerable children. Social workers and other professionals working on Ayeeshia's case frequently had heavy caseloads, little resources, and no support (Tanner K,2003) . These experts could have been better equipped to safeguard Ayeeshia and other vulnerable children if they had access to appropriate resources and support. If the criminal justice system makes progress in all the areas where it fell short in Ayeeshia's case, as was previously indicated, they will be able to successfully save more innocent and vulnerable young children.



Overall, the criminal justice system and everyone that engaged in Ayeeshia-janes’s case, have failed to provide her with the right support. The case of Ayeeshia highlights the systemic failures that can occur within child protection services. It is evident that there were missed opportunities to interfere and safeguard Ayeeshia from any harm or danger. As stated, there were concerns that occurred about her welfare from the day she was born, yet again the criminal system and experts involved have failed to act upon the situation in an effective manner. It clearly shows that they were not trained enough to know how to manage cases like Ayeeshia’s. as it raises questions about the training and support provided to social workers and healthcare professionals. As well as the level of communication between different agencies and experts involved in child protection. Under The Children Act 2004 they have failed due to the fact that they didn’t meet the requirements as stated in the Children Act 2004. The tragic death of Ayeeshia should never have occurred. It serves as an important reminder of the value of efficient safeguards and the necessity of collaboration across all child protection authorities in order to maintain the safety and wellness of vulnerable children.  It is crucial that lessons are learned from this case, and that steps are taken to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
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