School context

For this assignment, I have decided not to use a real primary school name, creating an idea of a school. Even though these are all ideas, they are based on the experiences I have had in different schools.

Sunrise Primary school is situated in the Neath valleys. There are currently over 200 children on a learning journey here, aged between 3 and 11 years. There is a single class per year group, from Reception to Year 6, for nursery there are morning and afternoon sessions.
Sunrise aims to bring the best out of its children, laying out the foundations for each pupil to have a successful future. We provide plenty of new and exciting opportunities for pupils, with Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competency flowing through everything we do. 
The goal we set for our teachers is to produce unique individuals, who are happy, engaged, and are all special in their own way, 

40% of children attending this school receive free school meals, which for the area is roughly average. The school identifies 15% of pupils as having additional learning needs, there is an extra teaching assistant who specialises in working one to one with these individuals to give them the extra support that they need. Nearby there is a secondary school with approximately 750 pupils in attendance, this is the school that most of the primary school leavers go on to attend.












Script

Below is my script of a formal presentation by myself (the Year 6 teacher), given to the schools governing body.

Introduction:
Good evening all. I am Mr. Pavett, and I am currently the Year 6 teacher here at Sunrise Primary school. We currently have 30 pupils in my class, and each year we send them away to the nearby secondary school. I have received feedback from parents of children who have made the transition, that their children have found this transition difficult, and have had trouble adjusting to the new environment, making new friends, and taking on the extra responsibilities that they have taken on, such as following a timetable, travelling to school, choosing a healthy meal option at lunchtime, and having a variety of teachers. From this feedback I can see that we have many issues that need to be addressed, if we truly want to ensure every one of our pupils has a successful future then we need to better prepare them for this move in this year and moving forward. 

Research:
This issue is not to be taken lightly, that is why I have conducted my own research on the topic to look for solutions. I have looked to other schools who have had success in this field, along with independent articles and suggestions through different organisations.

I looked towards Estyn for examples of good transitions, they pointed me towards Porthcawl Comprehensive School, Bridgend. They work hard to make the transitions between primary and secondary as smooth as possible for their pupils. They work closely with feeder primary schools to identify children who may find the move difficult, from this I take away that we should have more communication with the secondary school. The “Education other than at school” service in Bridgend County Borough identified this transition as an area that needed improvement, the move to secondary school can negatively affect attendance and achievement. As a solution to this, the school works closely with the pupils and parents of individuals identified by their primary school who may struggle with the change of scenery, monitoring their emotional wellbeing, and the impact this can have on attendance and behaviour. To identify these children who may struggle with the move, the feeder primary schools use online questionnaires designed by the “National review of behaviour and attendance”, this is a possible solution we can see into implementing. Once the questionnaires are returned, the parents are encouraged to meet with the transition co-ordinator to have a conversation about the next steps. Throughout the summer term or year 6, and the autumn term of year 7, there will be a support programme run by the secondary school, but support staff from the feeder primary schools help with this, I see this as being very helpful in making the transition smooth and successful. Having familiar faces around while going through changes will help our pupils to feel comfortable, and more likely to open up about any concerns they may have. I support the way Porthcawl Comprehensive School have addressed this issue and see it as a possible route that we could take.

Even though the majority of children will settle into their new classes within the first couple of weeks, “box of ideas.org” state that children with living and learning difficulties may take two to three terms to adjust to their new surroundings. This is a long time, setting the child back significantly if this affects their school work. When moving to secondary school there are huge changes, especially in the social circle. Children will be expected to work with others that they did not previously know, and the first few weeks are crucial in developing the new peer group, poor preparation can result in lasting damage throughout the rest of those individuals’ educational journey. The main aspect of a child that is affected during this change is mental wellbeing. Anxiety over having less control over the surrounding environment can lead to pupils being put in a panicky position. For our children to be successful they need to be comfortable and happy but having these feelings may lead to them lashing out at others or become so introverted that they don’t open up to anyone. During secondary school, children are expected to make choices concerning their future, but if the transition causes them to lose their confidence, then the pupil may not be able to see the strengths that they have. “box of ideas.org” give many suggestions for tackling this issue, some of which are: information on all learners should be passed on from primary schools to the secondary. Visits to school should take place at least over two terms. Maps of the new school to be given in advance in a format that is easily understandable. Tutor to be introduced before year 7 begins, and many more.

Primary schools offer more predictability than a secondary school, seeing as there is the same teacher and classroom throughout the year, ease into this we can use carousels of learning with other teachers to help children feel more comfortable, uncomfortable. This would not be permanent, just in some teaching blocks, possible once a week for a term. “Mental health.org.uk worked closely with the university of Cambridge, and the university of Northampton, meeting with pupils, school staff and parents to find out about their experiences with the transition. The result of this project was a fantastic resource that is included in my file, within the research section. The goal behind creating this pack was to help aid schools in planning successful transitions. Guides were specifically for pupils, parents and teachers to follow. The guide is called “Moving on…” and is designed with children with learning disabilities in mind as they are most likely to struggle with the changes. In the teachers pack, there is a transition map, laying out all the actions that should be completed be the primary school, secondary school and collaboratively. For primary some include identifying potential needs of pupils in year 5 and year 6. Conversing with the necessary secondary school staff about these needs. Get the children involved by planning visits to the new school. Involve parents/carers, giving them all the important information. Run catch up clubs to boost key skills. Some activities that the schools can work on collaboratively are running joint activities between year 6 and year 7. Having year 7 teachers come and teach year 6 for some lessons. Consider friendship groups when allocating tutor/class groups. To see the full transition map, please see the pack within my file. The pack for children is very easy going, it is written in a way that will put children at ease, while also giving them fun tasks that can help prepare for the bigger school. This pack is also in the file, named “Top tips for pupils moving on to secondary school. Some ideas I liked from this was asking the class teacher in Year 6 for a weekly timetable, so they can get used to using one. Paying for drinks or food in cafes to get used to handling money and exchanging it for goods. Joining clubs in school, because this will give children confidence to talk to new people and make new friends, and many more. There are checklists for the children to complete these tasks, giving these to children puts them in control of their transition, and therefore helping them to take on increasing responsibility. To see this idea in full, it is again included in the file.

Our plan moving forward:
Taking all this research into account, its clear that action is needed, to be successful we need a clear plan of attack. In this section of my presentation, I am going to state the approach I believe we should take for us to give these children a great transition to secondary school.

Firstly, preparation should take place from the beginning of Year 6. During the final year of Primary school, I am going to:
· Begin giving children timetables each week of what lessons they will have and at what times. From this, they will need to identify what they need at the beginning of each day, such as equipment and books, it will be up to them to gather the right resources when they walk into the classroom in the morning.
· I will ask the class what help they would want. I want to know what they think will be important to know while going through this transition. They will be involved in the planning and preparation process for the move. Involving children in their planning lets them choose a direction that is most interesting and valued to them, this has worked well for Ynystawe Primary School and we can learn this from them.
· Throughout this year lessons will be catered towards real life situations where applicable. For examples, maths lessons may be centred around using money to pay for lunches, or calculating the cost, distance and time of a trip to and from the new school using different methods of transport. Lessons on healthy eating will also be given, so children can hopefully make the right decisions when given the choice of what to eat.
· There will be regular opportunities for children to ask questions about the move, “circle time” sessions. These will be used to change the perception some children may have of secondary school, some may have heard stories that make it sound like a very daunting place, when they really should have no fear. Expectations will also be gone over in these sessions, as they are older and must take more responsibilities for their learning in the new school, we will try to ease them into that over year 6.
· Teachers and support staff that will be working with the children will be invited to the school for a variety of activities. Firstly, I would like them to observe our year 6 children for some lessons, mainly to see what strategies are currently implemented and working effectively with some of our children with additional learning needs, this will alert them of any needs and show them what to prepare for. Next I would like these staff members to run some ice breakers with the class, so they can get to know their new teacher and feel comfortable learning in their presence, just like in the circle time sessions, the teacher can explain more about what a typical day in secondary school is like, and how it’s nothing to be afraid of. And finally, the teacher can make another visit to run a lesson of their own, so the children can see if there are any differences between the style of teaching, they are used to, and what they will need to become accustomed to. 
· The next stage would be to plan visits to the secondary school, children who will need multiple visits should be identified as soon as possible and may even benefit from the transition starting in year 5. The pupils will be involved in the planning of these visits and taster sessions, by looking at maps and pictures of the school, also checking out the school website.
· Parents and carers will also be important if we are to ensure a successful transition, especially for those children with additional learning needs. Parents/carers will be informed of all plans and changes that are occurring during the school year, some of the skills practiced at school can also be used at home in some situations. An evening will be set up for parents to meet with the SENCOs of the secondary school, but in the familiar primary school, this will help the parents to understand the help and support that their child has available to them.
· I plan on giving the year 6 class an opportunity to work closely with others that they are not used to working with, by using lollipop sticks to place children into mixed ability groups for certain activities. I will also explore setting up an after-school club, but working collaboratively with a nearby primary school, giving children the chance to get to know each other before moving to secondary school. I see this as an innovative and new idea, but I can see the benefits of this approach. Children will learn names and faces of their new friends before going to the secondary school, easing them in and helping them become more familiar. Through this idea, we will also inform parents and carers of any out of school clubs nearby that their child could attend, at these clubs they may have the opportunity to meet others who will attend the same secondary school.
· During the summer term, year 6 will be taking a 5-day residential trip to Margam park. The reason for this is to focus on skills needed for the next stage of their life, for example, following a timetable, packing bags, choosing meals and working in a different environment.

Conclusion
As you can see, there is a lot we can work on, but its something that can be worked on every year. After each year, we will ask children and parents for feedback on the transition. Hopefully the experience they’ve had will have been a pleasant one, if not I would love to hear ideas and areas of improvement each year. Thank you all for your time, I hope you can see the reasons for why a smooth transition is necessary and understand why the ideas to implement are useful.





















Evaluation of the assignment

I have enjoyed this module so far, focusing on different transitions during the primary school has made me realise the importance on making these changes run smoothly, giving the children the best experience possible and maximising learning.
I did well in my research, I was able to find relevant documents that were important for my chosen transition and used them in my script well. I also believe my script to be well written too, full of good information with clear steps on how the issues should be tackled.
My video was not as creative as I would have liked, I see this as an area I could improve in, I possibly could have presented with a PowerPoint behind me, a with a voiceover.
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