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Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Welsh book that I have chosen is ‘Pa Glwb?’ written by Mari Tudor. I chose this book as I am aware that it links to the pupils previous learning and I am confident that it is an engaging topic with lots of new vocabulary for the pupils to learn. I will be reading this book to a Year 6 class who attend an English medium school and learn Welsh as a second Language. The personal targets that I have set myself in order for the pupils to enjoy and participate in this lesson is to be confident when reading the book and speak loud and clear, projecting my voice. I aim to read part of the book and then choose pupils to perform a role play using the books content, I will develop their confidence speaking Welsh by asking questions and giving support where needed. The learning objectives for this lesson are for the pupils to learn new words and for them to engage with the story and the lesson as a whole class to show that they understand. Pupils must also be able to respond to questions, giving reasons to back up their opinion. According to Donaldson (2015, p.59) it is very important that young children are leaving school with a high standard of Welsh as it is a very useful skill to obtain in the workplace, the new curriculum aims to develop teacher’s ability to deliver Welsh lessons successfully and for Welsh to be taught to a high standard throughout the whole of Wales. The resources that I will use to ensure that this lesson is engaging for the pupils are the interactive whiteboard, I will use this to display the book ‘Pa Glwb’ for all of the pupils to be able to be able to follow along when I am reading, I will also use the randomiser tool on the dojo app to choose the pupils that are going to participate in the activity and answer the questions , this ensures all of the pupils are paying attention throughout the activity as they are aware they could be chosen. During this activity the pupils are developing their reading skills and their Oracy skills. The Welsh Curriculum (WG,2015, p.12) skills that are required to be met at the end of Foundation Phase in reading that link to this activity are reading others work confidently and with enjoyment and develop as independent readers. The Oracy skills in the Welsh Curriculum that link to this activity are ‘communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronunciation and intonation’ and ‘use accurate and clear language and words and patterns that are appropriate for the situation’. This activity links to the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF), (WG,2014) because it is stated that learners should ‘speak clearly, varying expression, tone and volume, to keep listeners interested’ this is the main link with this activity to the LNF.

Link for video
https://youtu.be/Y9ytuTI24zA  
































Feelings
During this activity I am aware that I spoke loud and clear and varied the tone and expression in my voice when reading the book. I was able to pronounce the Welsh words correctly and I knew exactly what I was teaching the pupils, due to my subject knowledge I was able to engage with the pupils using Welsh throughout the activity. I acknowledge that enabling pupils to become bilingual is important because The Welsh Language Commissioner reports that there is a substantial shortage of people who are bilingual in Wales. I am aware in Donaldson’s (2015, p.59) new curriculum Successful Futures, he is encouraging the quality of Welsh teaching to be improved to ensure pupils have a better understanding of Welsh as a second language, he aims increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales.

Remember and Understand 
I am delighted with how this activity went and I am confident that I pronounced the words correctly and I had a solid understanding of the book to ensure the best quality teaching could take place. All of the pupils were listening when I was speaking and to their class mates during the role play, this gave me confidence that I was delivering an engaging lesson. I confirmed the pupils understanding through involving them in the role play task and asking individuals questions. During this activity a barrier that I faced when teaching was, I did not have the remote for the interactive whiteboard, this meant I had to choose a pupil to sit at the computer and move the story on. I am disappointed that I had not planned better for this as it was harder to engage the pupil in the lesson. Another element of this lesson that I was disappointed with was my positioning throughout the whole activity, I feel that my teaching would have been more effective if I had moved around the class, this was hard to accomplish as the pupils were sat on the carpet with very little room for myself to change my positioning. I am confident that the pupils met the learning objective of the lesson, to learn new words, although I should have elaborated and spent longer on the new words learnt in order for the pupils to have a better understanding and to know when to use these words in their work. I was confident that the pupils understood the content of the book as we had spent time on the book in previous lessons, although in the future I will check their understanding throughout the activity to ensure the best quality teaching is taking place and any errors are addressed.

Evaluate and analyse 
I am pleased that I felt confident enough to read the story in front of the whole class. I included a role play activity into the lesson as I knew the pupils would enjoy participating, during my time on PTE I witnessed this class speaking Welsh in front of the whole school so I was confident that they would be comfortable with this activity. According to Estyn (2013, p.8) ‘children make the best progress in speaking and listening to Welsh’ and it is vital that schools give pupils the opportunity enjoy learning Welsh, this means that they need to experience different settings and be given opportunities to use Welsh in order to improve their confidence, self-belief and attitudes to learning Welsh. I could have projected my voice even more in order for my teaching to be more effective, although this is feedback that I gained from my PTE mentor at the start of my placement and I am happy with the progress I have made since then, but I am aware that I need to develop this even more in order for it to be a target from the past. I am confident that when I was reading, I did not read too fast and this enabled all of the pupils to be able to follow the book. I am confident in my own Welsh ability and I was comfortable when using Welsh throughout my time on PTE. I am aware that within the Welsh Second Language Area of Learning within the Welsh Curriculum (WG,2015, p.36) it aims to ‘develop pupils ability to become bilingual’, I feel that it is crucial that practitioners feel comfortable and are competent in using Welsh themselves in order for their pupils to meet this Welsh Curriculum requirement.

Conclusions and actions 
Upon reflection, the main barriers that I faced when delivering this lesson were that I should have challenged the pupils learning further when discussing new words, this would have been beneficial to the learners. Although the randomiser is a very successful and easy tool to use to develop questioning skills it is time consuming and I am aware that I was very reliant on this tool when asking pupils questions , I think that it would have been just as effective to choose pupils myself and this would have saved time. According to Grigg (2010, p.320) the quality of questioning is better than the quantity, it is more important to allow time for children to think and develop their answer than rush to have more responses from the class. It would have been helpful for the pupils if I gave them more guidance on how to expand their answer instead of just giving them praise. It is an area that I can develop with more practice.

If I had the opportunity to deliver this lesson again, I would project my voice even more and vary my expression and tone, elaborate on new words that are learnt and change my positioning when reading the book. I rewarded pupils with dojos as this is very motivational and throughout my time on PTE I saw how rewards improved behaviour and pupil’s participation in the lesson, I will continue this throughout my time as a teacher as I am aware that it encourages participation. Although, I am aware that studies have shown that rewarding pupils who are already engaged in the task can lead to a loss of interest and participation, so I will ensure that I continue to use rewards successfully as I know pupils’ reactions to rewards can differ (Pritchard, 2008, p.10).
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