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Social Worker script
Good afternoon, my name is Julie MacDonald, and I am the social worker working with Ronnie and his family. We are meeting today to discuss the recent changes in Ronnie and look for ways we can help the family. As there were recent concerns from the school regarding Ronnie’s well-being and after Ronnie’s uncle Phil dropped him at school smelling of alcohol the decision to make a referral was made which supports the best interests of the child in line with Article 3 of the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child, (UNCRC) UNICEF (2019) which affirms the best interest are the top priority. My colleagues and I carefully considered the case and within 24 hours the decision was made to instigate section 47 as part of the Children Act 1989, and as of section 3 part 2 of the Children Act 1989 this case is being held within 15 days of the referral. Following Social Care Wales (no date) advise it is our responsibility to be objective while analysing all relevant information from this committee.
The family unit is comprised of Mrs. Smith, Ronnie and Roxy’s mum, who unfortunately lost her partner and the children’s father 10 months ago, and according to the Children Act 1989, chapter 41 section 3 Mrs. Smith has parental responsibility which means, including others, she has the responsibilities and duties in relation to the child. She has no other family for support, but recently the father’s brother, Phil, has become more involved. They are both still grieving and are trying to support each other. Phil is struggling with the loss of his only brother and, also having no other family support, has turned to alcohol as a way of coping. As discussed by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (2011) there is clear evidence that adverse life events can lead to excessive drinking and potentially predispose individuals to alcohol dependence. This is especially noticeable in cases where alcohol dependence develops after stressful life situations, such as bereavement. As a committee we need to be mindful of the impact of Phil’s drinking on Ronnie’s future, while considering the support Phil also needs.
As we know, abuse takes many forms and as highlighted by NSPCC Learning (2020), includes emotional abuse, and can involve neglect. It is evident that there are occasions where Ronnie’s fundamental physical needs have not been met as highlighted by Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1954) , which raises the question if support for his psychological needs is also lacking which contrasts with article 19, to be protected from violence, abuse and neglect, of the UNCRC (NSPCC Learning 2020; UNICEF 2019). It is important to address this to limit Ronnie’s Adverse Childhood Experiences with the hope to reduce future illness and counteract the negative adult experiences, particularly mental health as discussed by Hughes et al (2018) for Public Health Wales. It is known that witnessing the aggression and verbal abuse of his uncle will add to the already experienced ACE of losing his father. As Hughes, Ford and Bellis (2018) share, the need to support individuals who have experienced adversity and limit further experiences is crucial for enhancing overall health. Helping to develop resilience may help mitigate the elevated health and social risks associated with ACEs.
As of section 47 part 5 of the Children Act 1989 and article 12, to respect the views of the child, of the UNCRC (UNICEF 2019), I have spoken to Ronnie about how he feels about the current situation, this is also in line with the child centred approach of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, part 2.6. Ronnie obviously loves his mother and uncle but did admit he is often scared and worries about what will happen when there is shouting, this is contradictory to article 19 of the UNCRC. As illustrated by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 allowing Ronnie to have a voice and early intervention will help him to maintain control over his daily life and accomplish what is important to him.
When considering the Well-Being of Future Generation (Wales) Act 2015 we as an official body have the obligation to ensure the safety of Ronnie and his sibling to be resilient, healthy, and prosperous in the future, to do this we need to be acting now. Not all conferences end in a protection plan but if that is what we decide to do it must support Ronnie and assist in raising his level of care. After this conference, there will be core group meetings within 10 days. A Core Group as defined by Denbighshire County Council (No date) consists of all relevant practitioners and family members collaborating to develop, implement, and review a Care and Support Protection plan. Each member is responsible for monitoring the plan to ensure it addresses the child's needs.
I would now like to hand over to Miss Thomas, Ronnie’s class teacher, thank you.

	
	
	



