


Fieldwork Report
	This fieldwork report is relating to the trip we took to Blaenavon on the 1st of March 2018. Blaenavon is a town in south-east Wales. It is situated in the couty of Monmouthshire, north of Pontypool. The landscape of Blaenavon was completely changed by the infrastructure such as the ironworks and the big pit. These sites were operational in the 18th-19th century and what is left today is a reminder of the history and industry which shaped the area. 
	The first place we visited upon arrival was the World Heritage centre where we acquired a map of the attractions. We were then shown a short video of a blast furnace and what it would have operated when the ironworks was operational. This is the next place we visited when leaving the World Heritage centre. The blast furnace was much like a large chimney and it was hard to imagine the fiery heat the workers experienced there as the cold dark place we entered was a contrast. This area was where the industry that would change the landscape of the area forever would begin. In 1787-89 Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt where three entrepreneurs that leased a large area of land off Lord Abergavenny to build their ironworks and mine the area for the minerals required to run the ironworks. Initially 3 blast furnaces like the one we saw were built and due to the success of the enterprise more and more blast furnaces would be built on the site to keep up with increasing demand. The iron produced at the Blaenavon ironworks was transported to market on Hill’s tramroad. This is still etched in the ground today but when steam trains came along this method become outdated. Trains were much more effective and with it created demand for steal for the tracks. A railway was built in the area to carry coal and did so up until 1980 but today only operated for tourism. (Some of the information I used here was provided by Ruth-Taylor Davies (Tour guide and industrial heritage and regeneration specialist)).
	Another place we visited while on the trip was the workman’s hall which was a large impressive structure in the town. The Hall was built from funds collected by deducting each worker pay by a halfpenny and was the centre of the community in the late 18th century. it would have provided the workers with recreational activities to entertain themselves with and still has activities for visitors today such as snooker, table tennis and a cinema. It is also used today to host meetings, conferences and even concerts. Broad Street in the town would have been a thriving area while the ironworks were operational and today still has a decent shopping strip. When the ironworks were operational the town would have been filled with the workers, therefore a young, working age population but most of the people we came across while walking in the town were elderly. This is probably down to people seeking work in my affluent areas. In it’s prime the area would have also been littered with pubs for the workers but there aren’t many left today but there are still plenty of places for the residents to go in the town. (Some of the information about the town and the workman’s hall was provided by a Volunteer worker at the Workmans’s Hall)
	When we visited the Workman’s hall we went into the Blaenavon community museum. This place had numerous displays about the history of the town, including obviously information on the ironworks workers but also about the schools and local war heroes as well as other exhibits. The thing I was most interested in was the information about the workers housing. Prior to the 1780’s when the ironworks were constructed the area was very sparsely populated so the Blaenavon company had to build housing for its workers, and some of these still make up the landscape of Blaenavon today. The settlements for ironworkers across south Wales were among the largest growing settlements of the industrial revolution. The houses were usually built near the works, mines or transport routes and were usually terraces, and often back to back. In the early 18th century, the population of Monmouthshire doubled in just ten years because of the influx of people coming to work in ironworks and mines such as in Blaenavon. The Blaenavon company tried to build its settlements in cheaper areas so they could afford to accommodate more people. (Some of information about the housing was provided by a volunteer worker in the Blaenavon community museum)
	The final place we visited was the Big Pit. Due to prior adverse weather conditions we weren’t allowed entry down into the pit itself, but we were able to see part of the museum above ground. The coal museum tells of how coal was used in the ironworks for smelting iron. Coal production was also vital in the industrial revolution as it was needed not just for the ironworks, but to power steam trains and for residential purposes to deal with the harsh climates of the area during the cold months. Coal mines such as this one were big places to work in the 18th-19th century and people from all over Wales and England came to work down the pit.
	To summarise my trip, I would have to say that by seeing all the historical sites, and imagining the workers that once filled the area, the mark the industry left on the area is still present even in today’s relatively quiet town. The town today wouldn’t exist without the opening of the ironworks and coal mines and the signs of the past are clearly still visible. With the absent of any big businesses present today the town is clearly not as affluent as it once was but has still managed to operate to this day. Tourism is quite a big part of the town today as people still like to come and see how this town was built and what was responsible for the landscape of the area today. 
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