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Contained in this academic essay is the benefits of children being bilingual/multilingual, children speaking English/Welsh as an additional language, brain development within children who are bilingual/multilingual, the use of divergent thinking and relevant links with the Foundation Phase (2015) and Curriculum Cymreig (2003). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are surrounded by language everywhere we go, and it is important to have a good understanding of the benefits and barriers of being able to speak more than one language (Shook, A. 2012). Bilingualism is when somebody can speak two languages and can use them effectively. Multilingualism is when somebody can speak three or more languages and use them effectively. Being bilingual helps people have a sense of belonging within a community or culture. It is said that more than half of people in the word are either bilingual or multilingual: "56% of Europeans are bilingual, while 38% of the population in Great Britain, 35% in Canada, and 17% in the United States are bilingual" (Multicultural America: A Multimedia Encyclopaedia, 2013). 
 In Wales, 1.8 million people identify as Welsh and 218,000 identify their national identity as Welsh and British. Census data (2011) informs us that people who ‘can speak Welsh’ are more likely to report a single Welsh national identity (77%) than those who do not speak Welsh (53%) (JRF, 2014)
The benefits of being able to speak more than one language are endless and helping a child to become bilingual or multilingual can begin from the time they are in the womb, from 4 months a foetus can begin to hear, from 6 months a foetus can begin to respond to voices by kicking or quickening pulse, from 7 months foetus responds to visual and audible stimulation and from 8 months  the brain continues to develop; foetus is then able to see. Evidence suggests that the foetus within the last ten weeks of pregnancy, is not only able to listen but able remember what they have heard (Moon, C., Lagercrantz, H. and Kuhl, P,K.,2012). According to the research, being able to speak more than one language means you are more likely to have a longer attention span and can multi task better than someone who is only able to speak one language. According to Baker, C. (2011) there is also evidence that shows that being bilingual can lower your chances from suffering from a stroke. Knowing more than one language means you’re more likely able to learn other languages quicker and more effectively compared to someone that is monolinguistic, this is because language skills reinforce each other. Another benefit would be for children, that grow up in a bilingual/multilingual family can communicate fully with the people within their social environment in more than one language. This would help them choose which language to speak to certain people depending on how fluent the other person is in a certain language. It would also develop their ability to differentiate between various appropriate vocabulary, swapping between not only the relevant language but between age groups.  Children that are bilingual or even multilingual can enter nursery/ school that can strengthen their language skills and help them become more competent so that they can not only verbally communicate in different languages but read and write in them too. Curriculum Cymreig (2003) was developed to help children celebrate their language and ensure they felt a sense of belonging when speaking Welsh. It can also benefit them in the way that they are more multicultural and be less prejudice towards others that speak a different language to themselves. The Welsh Government brought in the ‘Cymraeg 2050- A million Welsh speakers’ (2017) project after discovering through a survey that there are over 2 million people living in Wales that are unable to speak Welsh. The project aims to get a million Welsh speakers in Wales by 2050. The project is being carried out in a series of phases, the first phase includes looking at the following:  Increasing the number of Welsh speakers, language transmission in the family, the early years, statutory education, post-compulsory education, the education workforce, resources and qualifications. 
Learning an additional language can be daunting and for some children when they enter a new setting such as a nursery or school they are surrounded by other children and staff that are speaking a different language, which they do not understand, this can lead to children feeling less confident in the classroom and not want to build relationships with others. According to the UNCRC (1989) Article 30 - If you come from a minority group you have the right to enjoy your own culture, practice your own religion and use your own language, therefore children who are able to communicate either through English as an additional language or Welsh as an additional language, should be allowed to do so. Having a second language can cause problems for some children, they may not feel confident enough to speak Welsh in front of people as much as they would English, this could cause problems when it comes to taking part in games and activities in school or answering questions in the classroom. Help should be put in place for children who feel like this about their second language, such as resources within the setting to prompt them when speaking their additional language, this is supported by Curriculum Cymreig (2003) as they claim that in order for a child to be able to extend on their Welsh language vocabulary they must have the correct recourses available to them. Modelling and repetition are vital to help children learn an additional language, there should be routine put in place so that children get used to what type of conversations they’ll be having and to increase the use of vocabulary they need. Working with families can be an excellent way of ensuring children are receiving all the support possible to learn their additional language, guidance for parents should be given out regularly. This is supported by Vygotsky (1978) as he believes children learn through their peers therefore, by listening to others speak an additional language, they can pick up on new vocabulary and put it in to use. According to NALDIC (2009) children that have entered the country with limited English or Welsh may have come from a country that does not require schooling until an older age and therefore is not used to routines of the school day, having to socialise with others and even sitting and listening to a teacher, this can make a child feel isolated and they are therefore unable to reach their full potential. Estyn (2013) made a statement about schools needing to ensure they are dedicating enough time and effort in to the use of Welsh language being used in their settings and spoke about the importance of young children being helped to access the language as much as possible. Schools should be ensuring children are given enough opportunities to speak, write and read in Welsh. 

Vygotsky (1978) believed in peer learning or through their ‘more knowledgeable other’, where children learn from those around and within their community but, Chomsky (1965) did not agree with this, he believed that children are born with the ability to learn different languages and it is something they inherit from their parents. Skinner (1938) on the other hand, didn’t agree with either of these theories and believed that children learnt language through listening, repeating and learning, he called this ‘operant conditioning’. 

The Foundation Phase (2015) states that children should learn the Welsh language gradually and naturally through first-hand experiences. It should be taught with fun and enthusiasm to engage children, this would be done in the classroom through peer learning and by learning from their teacher who in this case would be ‘the more knowledgeable other’, according to Vygotsky (1978) this is the most effective way for children to learn language. The Curriculum Cymreig (2003) speaks about the use of repetition when teaching children, the Welsh language, Skinner (1938) believed this was the most effective way for children to learn language as he believed that language was a habit and learnt through conditioning. The Foundation Phase emphasises the importance of practitioners promoting ways to guide children through the process of learning a new language by giving them first hand experiences. The guidance also states the importance of praising children who are making significant effort to speak Welsh within and outside the classroom. The Foundation Phase also clarifies the significance of supporting children to learn Welsh and respect the needs of the child.  ‘Children in the Foundation Phase should acquire and absorb Welsh through a holistic curriculum, through structured play, and through having a specific structured developmental and progressive programme. Language skills learned in one language should support their development of knowledge and skills in another.’ (Welsh Language Development, 2008:7)
Gillford, J.P. (1956) was the first person who coined the terms of convergent thinking. Divergent thinking is linked with bilingualism and multilingualism as it is all about thinking of something in multiple ways. Therefore, a person that is bilingual/multilingual can broaden their vocabulary base and opens their thought process to include more than one cultural idea. 
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