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Introduction
 In this essay, I explore and study two buildings in my home area. After some thinking on the topic I have decided to look at the Anglican Church of St Elvan along with the Llwydcoed Crematorium. Both situated in/around the town of Aberdare.

Historical Background and ContextFigure 1 (Groundspeak, 2014)

[image: ]Anglican Church of St Elvan
The church of St Elvan’s was constructed in 1851-52 under the Architect Andrew Mosely. It is a classic example of Gothic Revivalism in the mid-18th century of which shows the main features and elements of the three periods of Gothic; from Lancet arches, decorated window spaces to a 55-metre tower with an octagonal spire at the front of the church. (Newman, 1995).
[image: ]The church is mounted on a hill that overlooks the entire town of Aberdare and can be seen for miles around. It is orientated in the typical westly facing façade in which contrasts to the immediate area. The building naturally has many constraints to both it’s external and internal design with the religious needs having the most influences, such as the nave and altar spaces along with the Lady chapel apse or the general Christian Cross shaped plan of the church.



[image: ]Figure 2 (Bilbo, 2017)







Figure 1 adapted from (Google, 2019)


Figure 2 (Dronez, 2017)

[image: ]Llwydcoed Crematorium  
Built in 1970, winning the RIBA award in 1971, this modernist structure sits secluded in the valley mountain of which overlooks Llwydcoed and can be seen from many places in the valley due to its brilliant-white appeal. This gives the building the sense of isolation but still stands out in the landscape, meaning there is plenty of symbolism involved in its design context. (RCAHMW, N/A)Figure 7 adapted from (Google, 2019)

The architect company involved in its design was H.M.R Burgess & Partners. (Hilling, 2018)
Plan and Section
Anglican Church of St Elvans
The plans of the church consist of several sections with pitched rafter rooves in each one. There are two entrances/exits to the building with a main entrance at the tower and a side entrance that going through to the northern wing.
The nave is the central part of the plan with extensions surrounding the church. The tower is about double to the height of the rest of the building, which makes it stands out as a sort of beacon to the rest of the town. 
Llwydcoed Crematorium
The llwydcoed Crematorium has two entrances which lead to the main room with conjoining areas surrounding it. The office and chapel are just inside the main entrance. There are three semi-open areas that are around the central room, with the remaining rooms are private such as the control room and cremation room.
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Figure 12 (Author, 2020)

[image: ]Figure 13 (Author, 2020)






[image: ][image: ]Light and Materiality
Anglican Church of St Elvan
There are several Large windows surrounding the church interior that provide some lighting to the spaces, but due to the exterior nature and surrounding buildings, the light passing through is mostly limited. However, the clear-story provides the most natural light with its repeating windows down the nave.Figure 5 (Michael, 2014)
Figure 6 (Michael, 2014)

The Church is constructed of traditional cut load-bearing masonry with supporting buttresses. The roof space is a series of timber rafters of which hold the new concrete slates. There is also use of stained glass for the window details.
Llwydcoed Crematorium
The main room of the building, in which funerals are held, is a large and spacious area with plenty of natural light filtering through the many timber elements of the walls. There is also a covered courtyard with a timber structure that achieves similar results. However, other parts of the building such as the chapel or offices are more dimly lit and use light from the windows instead.
The building consists of a red brick wall with a white painted concrete render of which is supported by a steel frame. However, some details of the building are timber such as the supporting roof structure and sections of the top of the walls. In addition, there are some uses of glass panels in sections of the building as well.
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Figure 11 (Beyond Ltd, 2019)









Buildings Use
Anglican Church of St Elvans
The building is used for an array of Religious practices; from mass to celebrations, all of which are conducted by the priest/deacon around the Altar with the public using the pews in the nave or side annexes for seating. For smaller services, they are conducted in the Lady Chapel at the back of the Church.
There is also a private section of the church, at the far east end where there is a small meeting room and changing room. In addition, there is an open room above the main entrance where the bells are operated.
Overall, these spaces are tailored for their specific uses and work well for both the public and operators.
Llwydcoed Crematorium
This building is used as a place to hold funerals for cremations and is used for both religious and non-religious ceremonies.
There are a variety of spaces for the public to use; the chapel, covered courtyard and main room along with some private spaces such as the office, control room and cremation/embalming room. 
The main room, where the service is held, is suitable for around 40-50 people which is good for the majority of ceremonies but it would struggle to hold large funerals. However, the other spaces on site are suited to their use.
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Figure 8 (Michael, 2014)




[image: ]Figure 9 (Peters, 2018)
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Figure 10 (Peters, 2018)




Comparison and Conclusion
Comparison
The Church of St Elvan is based off a completely different design philosophy to Llwydcoed Crematorium being the Gothic Revivalism compared to Modernism. These styles have their own interpretations and constraints that affect every element of the design and function of the building.
This naturally means that details that exist in the two buildings are vastly different such as how the structure is formed, the church being largely masonry loadbearing compared to the steel and concrete supports on the crematorium. 
There is also a common layout theme between the two, where there is a ‘main area’ surrounded by several rooms that make up the buildings.
Even though both buildings are very distinct, they still have some similarities but in its function as a public religious building and to act as a housing for religious activities.










Conclusion
In this study, I have learnt a lot more about the buildings in Aberdare, especially the two I analysed such as the fact that St Elvans church is Grade II* along with another 33. In addition, I have come to understand the different interpretations of design through the last couple of centuries and how religion played a role in the use and influences of these buildings in their times. 
Lastly, if I was to conduct a similar study in the future, I would definitely look at books/journals earlier on in the study as it proved more valuable that I had thought during this study. Also, I would try to plan a proper visit to the sites so that I can get a fresh understanding and feeling of the places as it was difficult visit with the buildings I chose at the time.
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