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Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
	I have addressed this in my work by using Google Scholar and the university library to find relevant books, articles, and other sources. 

	Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.



	I have addressed this in my work by including relevant information and arguments in my assignment when talking about a different area. 

	
Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.

	I have addressed this in my work by using opposing viewpoints in my assignment to strengthen my argument. 






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
Introduction 
Within my essay, I will be looking at the different ways in which the school makes use of its location and community to support pupil learning. In this assignment, my PTE1 school will be referred to as School X in regulation with the BERA guidelines (BERA, 2024). In this assignment, my PTE1 school will be referred to as School X in regulation with the BERA guidelines (BERA, 2024). Developing a strong community engagement within a primary school improves the educational experiences provided by the schools as they can use new resources and enrich the curriculum in different ways. This could help the school to play a vital and positive role within the community by developing strong social and community relationships (Welsh Government, 2023). Even so, parental engagement within schools is just as important as engaging with the community. This is because positive parental engagement can have a significant effect on a child’s academic achievements. In my essay, I will look further into the ways schools support student learning. 
Community Profile 
School X is situated within a residential area that combines both urban and rural elements within Bridgend. The area surrounding School X includes a mix of housing estates, public and community services and facilities, and green spaces which offer the school a variety of places and resources for learning both inside and outside the classroom. To engage with the community, School X is used as a community centre to host many different community events such as community fun day and after-school clubs (School X website, 2024). 
Within School X, there are around 500 pupils with a pupil-to-teacher ratio of around 25. School X’s budget per pupil is around £4000 which is similar to the average of other schools in the same area. The average attendance of School X is 90%. The percentage of free school meals within School X is around 9% which is lower than the average percentage of FSM within School X’s local authority (Welsh Government, n.d.). School X helps to promote the health and well-being of pupils by providing FSM, which will further improve academic achievement (Sahota et al., 2013). Additionally, as of 2024, no children in School X have been identified as having ALN or SEN, whereas local authority data for School X shows that around 1% of children have been identified as having ALN or SEN. As of 2024, there are around 2% of children with School X known to have English as an additional language, compared to approximately 3% of pupils in other schools located in the same local authority as School X. Moreover, around 10% of pupils at School X identify as Black, Asian, and minority ethnic. This corresponds to the average number of pupils in schools in the same local authority (Welsh Government, n.d.).
Within School X, there are 15 classes with around 30 pupils in each class. School X is committed to providing a safe, dynamic, and positive learning environment to achieve success, enhance student experience, and improve self-esteem and academic achievement. School X believes that it has many strengths including supporting opportunities and achievements, provision for all pupils, a broad and balanced curriculum, and high-quality creative teaching. As of 2024/2025, School X’s priorities for improvement include further improving the quality of well-being/health being provided, further enhancing the quality of provision and students’ core language, literacy, and communication skills, and further refining and improving the progression and evaluation plans for other AoLEs and cross-cutting topics (School X, 2024). 
At the end of 2024, School X’s latest Estyn report was released. This means that the information within the report is precise and up to date. School X did receive some positive remarks such as there is a strong working relationship between students and staff and almost all students love school and interact positively with others. In addition, the report did state that teaching is most beneficial when the teachers have a clear aim for what the students should achieve in that lesson and make sure that the learning builds purposefully on what the students have previously learned. Despite this, the report did mention that in some lessons teaching takes too long and the independent challenges are not always challenging enough for pupils to further progress in their learning. Additionally, Estyn made some recommendations to help the school continue to develop which were to review the school’s curriculum to ensure it reflects the Curriculum for Wales’s objectives and to improve student’s ability to speak the Welsh language (Estyn, 2024).
Suggestions for community engagement
Using School X’s local area to support pupil learning
One of the main benefits of the location of School X is its link with different community facilities and spaces. This could allow School X to use its immediate local area to support pupil learning. Situated around School X are many local parks and green spaces which allows for outdoor learning experiences. According to Mann et al., (2022) spending more time in natural settings is vital to improve a person’s well-being. Providing children with sufficient time in a natural setting is essential to their health and well-being. It's reported that the benefits of learning outdoors include higher student engagement, more independent learning, evidence of some academic improvement, and development of social and group-based skills (Mann et al., 2022). An opposing viewpoint is put forward by Rupert Knight who states that some parents won’t let their children participate in outdoor learning due to fears associated with traffic and stranger danger despite all the benefits outdoor learning has on children’s education (Knight, 2017). Regardless of this, according to Humberstone and Stan, (2011), outdoor learning allows pupils to try new activities and become more independent both in a school setting and outside the classroom. Outdoor learning gives more children an opportunity to make new friends, strengthen their existing relationships, and learn to work well in a team (Humberstone and Stan, 2011). The use of outdoor spaces located around School X could be incorporated into the learning of subjects such as geography, maths, science, and physical education. For example, children would be able to go on different nature walks to observe the animals around them, learn about different shapes, and track and learn the growth of different plants, and how that progression changes over different seasons. Allowing children to engage in these outdoor learning experiences would not only develop children’s hands-on learning but also allow them to appreciate what is around them and create a sense of connection to nature and the natural world.  
Furthermore, located around School X are many local libraries that could provide the school with opportunities to develop relationships with local facilities and enhance children’s literacy and reading skills. According to the National Library Trust (2019) accessing libraries can positively influence children’s academic engagement and their overall well-being. The study showed that accessing libraries can increase children’s reading levels through guided reading activities and having the opportunity to read different and exciting books. Additionally, visiting a library can be related to higher reading and writing skills and greater overall academic achievement. Not only does accessing a library develop children’s reading and literacy skills, but it can also positively impact their well-being. The study demonstrated that visiting a library can help children build positive relationships with each other, allow them to access a safe and comfortable environment, promote self-independence and esteem, and allow children to develop appropriate behaviour skills. Being in a new environment, which children may not be used to, can be an important part of their growth (National Library Trust, 2019). A contrasting opinion is put forward by the Department of Education which states that many children only read in class or at home because they have to (Department for Education, 2012). This shows that some children don’t like reading for pleasure. However, by accessing local libraries, School X could encourage pupils to visit the library and borrow a book that they can read at home to further develop their literacy and communication skills and allow teachers to learn new reading activities that they could use in their classes. 
Engaging with the parent/carer and hard-to-reach members of the community
The overall environment in which School X is located is an important asset that can help enhance pupil learning. One of the most beneficial ways of doing this is by engaging and creating strong relationships with parents, carers, and hard-to-reach members of the community. A critical view is offered by Aronson who states that parental involvement in education has a genuine effect on a pupil’s ability to become a triumphant adult (Aronson, 1996). Ultimately, parents and carers are considered the first teachers of their children and even when their children do start school, they spend around 70% of their waking hours at home. A study was conducted by the Department for Education and Skills about the impact of parental engagement. Their research confirms that children’s achievements and learning are more affected by their education at home than by parental and carer engagement in school-related activities (Goodall, 2012). Complementing support is put forward by UCD Dublin which recognises that improved independence and self-control in children whose parents and carers are involved in their education and learning may be somewhat linked to positive behavioural results. In addition, their studies have highlighted that parental and carer engagement helps to promote effective academic outcomes (O’Toole et al., 2019). Therefore, through different activities such as homework sessions to help children with their learning, educational workshops, and volunteering opportunities both in and out of the classroom, School X could promote parental and carer engagement in their children's learning and education. This could allow parents and carers to take a greater and more active role in their children’s learning and in addition, establish a stronger relationship between school and home. 
Nonetheless, trying to engage with the hard-to-reach members of the community is just as important to children’s education. It is vital that schools, like School X, make every attempt to reach all families and hard-to-reach members of the community in order to help them in offering and providing that support for children’s learning, as support from families on learning could greatly affect children’s educational outcomes. This means that School X must aim for equity – a provision of various kinds and amounts of support for different families within the school and outer school community in order to provide every child equal and best chance of getting the support and help they need to learn at home. To achieve equity, School X may need to comprehend the diverse needs and challenges that families and hard-to-reach members of the community experience to alter their support strategies appropriately. Some barriers to engagement include time constraints linked to family life and family situations. Some parents and carers have stressful lifestyles. They could be working full or part-time jobs or raising a family alone. Attending meetings and parents' evenings can be challenging for parents and carers especially when they have children with different needs, work long hours, and are away from home or other responsibilities associated with their family life. Nonetheless, to help reach these families and hard-to-reach members School X could create different school communities and events with families’ requirements, needs, and priorities in mind, focus on family learning activities for minority members within the community, and hold specialised workshops for both parents and carers with children who have additional learning needs (Welsh Government, 2016).  This will help to ensure that hard-to-reach members of the community can engage with School X. 
Conclusion 
To conclude, School X is located in a community that provides a variety of different resources and opportunities to positively improve children’s education. By taking advantage of its local area School X is able to provide and deliver both meaningful and engaging experiences associated with pupil learning to further develop children's academic achievements. Through engaging with parents, carers, and hard-to-reach members of the community, School X has the ability to create and strengthen positive relationships that will ultimately help children reach their full educational potential. This approach not only improves academic success among pupils but also creates a strong sense of community and belonging. 
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