Which is more important for heritage, its conservation or interpretation?

introduction
The study of heritage is a broad subject and includes many facets of natural, cultural, chronological, and social histories. The main factors of heritage can be split into three groups: tangible and intangible heritage, and natural heritage. Tangible heritage is defined by material artefacts and monuments, while intangible heritage is defined by traditions, customs, and practices passed down through generations. Natural heritage refers to natural features or spaces in the environment, which have a scientific or natural beauty element that is deemed important and worthy of conservation (UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2009).  
The conservation of heritage is the process of managing and maintaining collections and traditional practices and relates heavily to preservation. Conservation and preservation exist to prolong the lifespan of items that have a historical or cultural value to any group of people (Historic England, 2008). The interpretation of heritage is centred on imparting knowledge as exactly and factually possible and pertains to how objects or practices are presented to the public by the informant. Public opinion of a heritage space is significantly influenced by how organisations interpret their information. Exhibiting information appropriately is one of the most essential components of heritage spaces, like museums, which serve as locations where people can visit and learn about previous civilizations and artefacts that are often foreign subjects to them. A reliable source of learning or instruction would not contain inaccurate or incorrect material. 
This essay will examine conservation and interpretation, analyse how they are crucial components of heritage, and attempt to determine which one could be more important than the other. Both interpretation and conservation are integral parts of heritage and heritage management, as without the proper conservation and preservation, problems can arise, and irreversible damage can occur. All of the information offered in this introduction may appear ambiguous because of the breath the concept of heritage is, but as the essay goes continues, it will provide more context for these definitions and illustrate with examples. The main body of this essay will consist of pertinent heritage topics, and each one will discuss why interpretation and conservation is important to that specific topic. The conclusion will bring together all of these points to try and determine an overall answer to the given question. 

Difficult heritage 
Difficult heritage is a topic that concentrates on elements of the past that are directly linked to depraved human experiences that are unsettling to most people (Macdonald, 2009, pg 1). Some of the more notable examples of themes in difficult heritage is the trans-Atlantic slave trade and colonialism. In terms of heritage spaces that are difficult the most prominent are the many concentration camps constructed in fascist Europe during the 1930’s and 1940’s (Macdonald, 2009, pg 19). Due to the challenging nature of these topics, they can be difficult to approach, and this need to be done so with as much respect and integrity as possible. 
The Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku Dome), which is the only remaining original structure from the region where the first atomic bomb detonated on August 6, 1945, is another illustration of a difficult heritage. It is situated in Hiroshima, Japan. It was given a UNESCO status in 1996 under selection criteria iv, which, described by UNESCO is:
“to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history;” 
(UNESCO, no date, a)
The building has been preserved exactly how it was left after the atomic bombing of the area in 1945 through the help of many people, including the residents of Hiroshima (UNESCO, no date, b). due to the conservation and reinforcements made on the Genbaku Dome there was no further damage to the site after a 6.4 magnitude earthquake in 2001 (ABC News, 2006. UNESCO, no date, b). It stands as just a fraction of what the building once was and serves as a grim reminder of what humanity can be capable of, especially in times of war. For of this reason the people of Hiroshima, and all over the world, want to see the eradication of all atomic and nuclear weapons, thus an organisation was created called Hiroshima for Global Peace (Hiroshima for Global Peace, 2012, pg 2).

Heritage in difficult spaces
It is important to discuss the topics of interpretation and conservation within unstable environments whether or not they are classified as difficult heritage this may also include politically unstable or threated by natural events. It can be challenging to preserve and maintain historic sites when events occur that are beyond any one person or organization's control.
A strategy for reducing risks associated with man-made and natural disasters can be developed by site management with the use of information in UNESCO's world heritage disaster risk management manual (UNESCO, 2010, pg 8). Throughout the manual, it is emphasised that protecting the community, offering shelter, and providing emotional support is a crucial part of the risk management plan as the community are the living representation of the cultural places they seek to maintain (UNESCO, 2010, pg 3).

Dark tourism 
The phenomenon of dark tourism arises from tourists visiting locations of disasters and death (Yuil, 2003, pg 12). Although separate from difficult heritage, they overlap. If locations of disasters and death choose to commemorate the site, this provides a way for the public to be informed about what happened there in an educational setting. The ethics of dark tourism is an expensive debate, specifically the implications of the commodification of an area ravaged by its past, or present, but it seems that conversations about those implications of dark tourism started to slow down near the end of the 2000’s (Light, 2017).
Problems with dark tourism can arise when these locations cater to the tourist gaze too much, seemingly to trivialize the disasters that happened and can blatantly exploit the suffering of humans as the authenticity of the information comes into question (Lennon and Foley, 2000). Dark tourism relies on interpretation and any heritage site management can control what information is given out to the public, but it is up to the public to decide how they react to the given information (Garlick, 2022, pg 1). It is not unreasonable to assume that interpretations are being skewed by a displaced fascination with the macabre.
The conservation of specifically buildings associated with dark heritage, such as the plantation house in Charleston, can be complicated to navigate as on one hand the buildings are being taken care of and maintained but they are also the sites of human suffering. It should be mentioned that if they were not conserved or destroyed completely it could also be seen as an attempt to hide the truth and the history of the location (Lennon, 2017).

Intangible cultural heritage 
Intangible cultural heritage, also called living heritage, consists of traditional practices and generations of knowledge that have been passed down to the living members of a specific culture (UNESCO, 2019. Torra, 2013). The conservation and interpretation of intangible cultural heritages in more recent years are interpreted and looked after by the same people who exist inside of each shared culture, this is extremely valuable as it allows people from outside of the culture to learn from a lived experience. Intergenerational transmission is a valuable resource for the education not only for the public but also for people who a part of a culture but have lost connections for one reason or another (UNESCO, 2019). 
Cultural heritage conservation and the whole concept of cultural heritage is relatively new, as it only started to evolve in the 1960’s, when long prevalent social issues started to be addressed publicly, such as racism, sexism, and homophobia (Glendinning, 2003). Many marginalized groups of people wanted to see themselves represented and wanted to feel, and have their cultures seen and validated by the rest of society (Torra, 2013). 
Education is a valuable tool to communicate information to members of a culture, or possibly people outside of the culture who want to learn, it relies heavily on interpretation, especially in the county of origin. In some parts of Wales, it is not uncommon for people to feel disconnected from Welsh culture in everyday life. For many a child's first interaction with Welsh culture will be in school, not in their household, either through activities on St David’s day or in the Eisteddfod, both of which are celebrations of Welsh culture linked to history and heritage (Nguyen, et al, 2015, pg, 10). 
[bookmark: _Hlk125030338]The education of the Welsh language is compulsory to learn in schools up until the age of 16 (Welsh Government, 2017, pg, 8), in a Welsh Government plan to have over 1 million Welsh speakers by the year 2050. This education is not only happening in school, but the Welsh Government is creating more accessible spaces and free resources for the language to be learnt as an adult (Welsh Government, no date). There are many reasons why the Welsh language is becoming more commonly spoken the main reason being that it was a dying language and for the first time in 2000 years, in 1911, it became a minority language with only 43.5% of the population who had the ability of speak it (BBC Wales, 2015). Then in 1981 the population of Welsh speakers in Wales decreased to 19% which is the lowest recorded (Stanulewicz and Skrzypiec, 2010, pg 268). There are many reasons why the Welsh Language had declined, one example is migration from England (Somers, 2018) and another example is the fact that in the late eighth century and early nineteenth century it became impossible to speak Welsh in most schools and if a child was to speak Welsh, they would receive the Welsh not which was usually followed by physical punishment (Evans, 2022). The information about the Welsh not on the official Museum Wales website says that the use of the Welsh not has been exaggerated (Museums Wales, no date), but this is not the case and had long term effects on the Welsh speaking population. There are many examples of parents in the early to mid-nineteenth century not teaching or speaking Welsh to their children in their homes.
Language is the backbone of any culture or any society, a language belonging to a culture will have words no other language or culture does so therefore specific to them. For example, the word Hiraeth, it has no English alternative and relates solely to the felling of homesickness, and grief inflicted by the loss of Welsh culture an identity as well as a longingness of a Wales that once was (Boynton, 2005. University of Wales Trinity Saint David, no date).

Cultural heritage and identity 
Cultural heritage and identity are intertwined. People gain a sense of identity from the culture that is passed down, whether this is though language, food, clothing, tattoos and cultural markings, social class, and religion (Sablonnière, 2014). When it comes to cultural heritage and identity, Wales will be used as an example again because of its familiarity.  
More and more Welsh people are attempting to connect to their roots and one way people are doing this is celebrating traditional Welsh holidays such a Dydd Dantes Dwynwen and Calan Gaeaf. Dydd Santes Dwynwen (English: Saint Dwynwens Day) is the equivalent of a Welsh Valentine’s Day and is becoming more of a popular holiday both within Welsh speaking communities and with people who identify as Welsh (Pay, 2019). Calan Gaeaf is the Welsh equivalent of Halloween, it is also becoming more popular but with Welsh pagans (Fairychamber, 2020). Despite these holidays, St David’s day and the Eisteddfod is probably the most iconic public displays of Welsh Culture. People dress in traditional Welsh clothing, singing and reciting Welsh poetry. The conservation of heritage and identity in Wales consists of theses celebrations as well as education. The rise of celebrations of Welshness relates to the fact that many Welsh people want to reclaim their Welsh identities shows the shifting of attitudes in a post colonist county.  

Museums
Museums are institutions of learning, education, and conservation. They exist as a place for artifacts of scientific, cultural, historical, or artistic importance. Museums have been thought to have existed for thousands of years with the first museum dating to approximately 530 BCE and known to be in modern day Iraq, it is called Ennigaldi-Nanna's museum (Wilkins, 2015). There are hundred of examples of ancient museums (Buren, 1922), and that stands as a testament to how intrinsically infatuated people tend to be when confronted with artifacts hundreds, or thousands of years older than themselves. Anyone can read about an artifact such as the Elgin Marbles, or the Apocalypse Tapestries but to see them in person is a whole separate experience. 
Interpretation is integral to the existence of a museum or heritage space. Without the interpretation of historical artifacts there is that chance that no one who visits the museum will be able to understand the history of the item they are looking at. Conservation is just as important as interpretation inside of a museum space. The act of conservation preserves aspects of the past for the future generations. Conservation also provides knowledge on the specifics of an artifact from how it is made to what context it was used in (The British Museum, 2019). It is important for artifacts to be stored in the right conditions and museums allow for the delicate care that some artifacts will need. It is also important that when items need to be restored that this done correctly. If something was to go wrong during this process the item may be lost forever. 
Conservation pertains to any item that can deteriorate over time. Some kinds of materials are harder to maintain than others. Prehistoric stone tools, for instance, will be simpler to repair than delicate fabric artifacts, and even then, some textiles will be more brittle than others (Dover, 2016). The environment in which fabric goods are stored is crucial since some fibres, like silk, may be negatively impacted by the UV rays that sunlight emits and must thus be maintained in a room with lower lighting (Koussoulou, 1999, pg 75); temperature needs to be appropriate otherwise the fabrics may absorb the humidity or become so brittle that it can crumble (Dover, 2016). 
Museums house some of the world's oldest objects, which require the utmost care because they may be so old and come from cultures that have long since vanished from our contemporary world. Museums may aid in educating, informing and interpreting knowledge to people about both historical and contemporary cultures, allowing them to better understand one another.

Building Conservation
Open air museums, also known as living history museums, are museums that interact with the public in a different setting than a traditional museum. Open air museums are intrinsically entangled with living and cultural heritage as many of the exhibits in them consist of culturally important buildings (Tahseen and Aljumaily, 2020, pg 1). Many open-air museums may take a building of historical importance and move to it the location of the museum itself and place it within an environment where it can be closely observed and protected while still accessible to the public (Ali and Zawawi, 2010, pg 3). 
The Listed buildings status is given to structures inside of Wales or English that an architectural or historic significance (British Listed Buildings, no date). The building cannot be altered in any way or demolished without the given permission of a local authority to conserve the importance of the building. There are three grades to a listed building, grade I, grade II* or grade II with the grade I buildings being more significant, nationally, or internationally (British Listed Buildings, no date). Since there are probably not many instances of that type of building or architecture still standing, listed structures exist to preserve the original design and maintain it as authentically as possible. (Historic England, no date).
The introduction of the Venice Charter in 1964, was a set of guidelines for the conservation and restoration of historic monuments (ICOMOS, 1964). The Venice Charter is now considered particularly outdated and reflected the 18th and 19th century views specifically of Britain and France (Torre, 2013, pg 157). Article 9 of the Venice charter is one of the most argued parts of the charter; it is a guideline for how conservation and the rebuilding of structures should be completed. It proscribes that the new part of the build needs to be in a different style from the older parts of the building so that audience could tell them apart from looking at it (Torre, 2013, pg 157). This is now considered out dated and is thought to have cause significant damage to historical buildings around the world, because of this the Venice Charter was revised in 2006 under advisory by International Network for Traditional Building, Architecture & Urbanism (Labine, 2020). After the revision it was decided that is any historical building would need to be conservated or partially rebuilt under any circumstances it may be done so in a way that assimilates to the aesthetic of the surrounding and present architecture (Labine, 2020). 

Conclusion
The conservation and the interpretation of heritage are two of the most integral parts of the study, but it is impossible to compare something that has two separate functions. Whether interpretation or conservation is more important is situational and depends on the context of the topic which is being studied. For example, when it comes to difficult heritage, interpretation can be seen as more important as the written words and lived experience may be all that heritage experts have got for information. But when discussing historic structures, the conservation of that building is more important as it stands as a physical representation of all the historic events that may have happened in and around it. Personal opinion also matters because every person will have a differing opinion on each topic covered whether it is because of a lived experience or perspectives. It is difficult to make a definitive answer when a subconscious bias will always exist no matter the context.
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