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	NAME:  Joanna Heard

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031314

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Should Child Chastisement be a criminal offence in Wales?

INTRODUCTION:

The Welsh Government explains that child chastisement is illegal in Wales.  Any type of physical chastisement by any person whether it is a parent, carer or guardian of any sort could result in that person getting a criminal record.  This is to ensure that children’s rights are protected and that they are getting equal rights as any adult who is also assaulted.  This law also applies to any visitors to Wales as well.  Welsh Government (2023). 

This dissertation will look into whether it is the right thing to do in criminalising parents and the impacts that it could bring to them and the family or whether there is a better solution to aid parents through the journey of teaching their children the difference between right and wrong rather than physical chastisement. 

Shner (2018) suggests that children do not get their voices heard and can be at a disadvantage as they undergo injustice.  Children immensely depend on adults for most aspects of their life but should have rights like other human beings.  Shner (2018)

It should then be noted that Condry, et al (2021) argues that by a family member being imprisoned or criminalised, this can cause significant negative affects on the rest of the family including the children.  These could be things like disrupted education, reduced life chances, risk of suffering from mental health and employment issues for the parents which can also result in financial problems.  Condry, et al, (2021)




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


This dissertation will analyse figures of parents and police officers of if they are for or against this law and what impacts they believe could be an outcome for both parent and child. 

Explore other options other than criminalisation.  What impacts will these have on both parent and child and also the agencies dealing with the incidents. 

Identify the impacts of criminalising parents for both the parent and the child. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This dissertation will look at government websites that set out the law, charities who work alongside children, articles and journals where research has already been carried out. 

Children in Wales (No Date) believe that by ending all physical punishment on children in Wales and by removing the defence of reasonable punishment then this will allow children protection from assault.  This will also make it easier for parents and professionals to work together as this law makes it easier to understand with no room for confusion.  Children in Wales (No Date).

The Welsh Government (2021) believe that positive parenting is the way forward.  This involves actions such as praise for good behaviour, planning ahead when parents know certain routines of the day affect their children and to be a good role model in the sense of if a child witnesses adults behaving in a certain way, then they will mirror that behaviour.  Welsh Government (2021). 

Rogers et al (2022) suggest that by this law coming into place, this will indeed create extra pressures on the agencies and the police that deal with the incidents once they have been reported.  This is due to the law creating more incidents that are able to be reported.  Although overtime it is believed that once the legislation becomes more accepted then the amount of incidents will decrease. 

Rogers et al (2022) also add that there will be other negative affects of the law by parents being arrested, prosecuted and receiving a criminal record which will also have a negative affect on the child as the parents employment could be affected which could lead to the family getting into financial difficulties.  Rogers et al (2022). 

It would seem there is an argument that ending the physical punishment is a positive impact for children but could be at a price of other negative impacts on the children such as parents having a criminal record and the challenges that that will also bring to a child.  This law also appears to have an impact on the agencies involved.  This dissertation will look at these arguments.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This dissertation will carry out a questionnaire which will be distributed amongst Police Officers to gain their views from a police perspective.

This dissertation will also carry out some interviews on parents to see if they believe this law will have a positive or negative affect on a child.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This dissertation will look giving out a questionnaire to police officers.  The reason for this is because they will be able to look at it from a police perspective when they are attending the calls and whether they think it’s right to criminalise parents. 

There will then be some interviews conducted with parents to look at what they believe is right from their perspectives and the impacts it would have on them and their child if they were to be criminalised. 





	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be no momentous ethical issues during this dissertation as there will be no personal data gained from the participants and their approval will be gained to participate. 

There will be no involvement from any victims or offenders in the research. 

All questions will also be ethical. 


	TIME SCALE:

Proposal and ethics form will be completed by 28/08/2023. 

Literature review will then be completed by 06/11/2023.

Research and planning will be completed by 18/12/2023.

Analysis of results will be completed by 05/02/2024.

Findings and conclusion will be completed by 11/03/2024.

The final dissertation will be completed by 08/04/2024. 


These dates are all set out by the University which I plan to stay within to complete the dissertation. 
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