Portfolio of Activities
Part 1:
In Wales, there are many policies and important documents that inform us about youth work, such as; what it is and where it happens. These are useful when you are a youth work student to help you alongside your learning. These documents are also helpful to those already working in youth work. According to ‘Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes’ (2018), the voluntary relationship between the young people and the youth worker is important as a principle of youth work practice. All young people can engage in youth work, but ‘youth’ usually refers to young people aged eleven to twenty-five. This emphasis on the voluntary relationship between young people and youth workers, you can observe from various books and other materials. For example, according to Jeffs and Smith (2019), the voluntary principle means that the young people can choose to enter the relationship with the youth worker and therefore meaning that a young person could also choose to end it. The ‘Youth Work Strategy for Wales’ (2019) indicates how youth work is based on the voluntary participation between the young people and the youth workers, and therefore, this helps the young people to feel like empowered partners. 
Adapted from: 
Youth Work in Wales Review Group. (2018) Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes, Cardiff: Youth Work in Wales Review Group. 
Welsh Government. (2019) Youth Work Strategy for Wales, Cardiff: Welsh Government.
Part 2a:
[bookmark: _Int_68eI1Qdj]This essay will discuss Youth Work. A definition of the purpose of Youth Work has been made by the CLD Standards Council Scotland (2019). They suggest that youth work should: 
[bookmark: _Int_zBlIJocR]“enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social, and educational development, to enable then to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential.” (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019)
[bookmark: _Int_se8LnsRr]One important aspect of being a youth worker is to be able to build a relationship with young people. This is something that many have written about, such as Blacker (2010), who indicated that “a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people.” Jolly (2010, pg.6) suggests, similarly to Blacker, that “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker.” Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn in a non-formal and informal format. The activities that youth workers use are tools; according to Harte (2020, pg.20), “they provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place.” They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning. 
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Part 2b:
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
[bookmark: _Int_phOCG02z]Plagiarism. It is important for students to avoid this because it is an act of academic misconduct and can have serious consequences; including being disqualified from your course. 
· [bookmark: _Int_ckqoQcG8]You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
False. If you directly quote or refer to someone else’s piece of work, one needs to use references to avoid plagiarism and the consequences of academic misconduct. 
· Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
False, because Wikipedia is not a secure website, and anyone can edit the information it provides. 
· [bookmark: _Int_tNRTx9Du][bookmark: _Int_wtP5VsBY]Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
· For a quotation longer than two lines, firstly leave a line between the paragraph and the start of the quote. 
· Then in italics, write the quotation. 
· Once the quotation is written, turn off the italics and write the reference in brackets at the end.
· Then, leave another line and go back to writing in paragraphs. 

· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
[bookmark: _Int_zfSjbhzt]Using academic journals, books, articles, and other texts, either printed or on the internet, written by professionals, preferably from the industry in question. Some examples of reliable sources are government entities, county councils, academic research facilities (e.g., Oxford Research Encyclopedia) amongst many others. While researching for an academic assignment, a student should look for the reliability, purpose, author, amount of detail, possible bias, amongst many other factors. However, CityU Library Research Guidelines (2023) puts this into five main categories, which are; Accuracy, Authority, Objectivity, Currency (if applicable) and Coverage. NMSU Library (2023) gives several examples of sources that could be used in an academic assignment and they are Scholarly publications like articles or journals that are usually refereed or peer reviewed, Trade publications although they are usually used for practitioners and are focused but often not necessarily scholarly, Academic books or book chapters, Government published documents, and lastly Theses or Dissertations, however they are not considered peer reviewed. 
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Part 3:
To begin, the title of the journal article is “Students’ Perspectives on Cyber Bullying,” and the authors are Patricia W. Agaston PhD, Robin Kowalski PhD and Susan Limber PhD. Furthermore, the aim of the journal is to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students, and to investigate into the possible need for “prevention messages,” targeting students, educators, and parents. 
[bookmark: _Int_q2BP8vLM][bookmark: _Int_faHAMxuB][bookmark: _Int_WMzDCRCl][bookmark: _Int_XOf8zESi]Firstly, the main findings of the journal are that in grade six to eight (roughly year seven to nine), 3767 students were involved in a former study which showed that; 78% have never experienced cyber bullying, 11% were victims, 7% were bullies and victims and 4% were bullies (Kowalski, Limber). The study taken place for this journal showed that the “majority” of female students agreed that cyber bullying is an issue and that it is rarely discussed in the school environment. However, male students were less likely to say the same. Each district has a schools district policy that parents and students need to sign. Schools are encouraged to adopt a prevention of bullying program, including cyber bullying, consisting of classroom lessons that aim to help students to understand cyber bullying and bullying in general and its impact. Furthermore, the program also aims to teach what a victim or bystander can do to report instances of cyber bullying. Additionally, the overall view of this article could be argued as one-sided, with a need to prove the severity of cyber bullying and the necessity to implement solutions quickly; especially with the lack of statistics for this particular study and the absence of much substantial evidence to support it. 
Regarding the use of language in the journal, firstly there are phrases like “prevention message” and “grade 6-8" which are not given clarification until much later in the text, even though they are first mentioned in the abstract. The references to “middle” and “high” school only makes sense in this context if you are American or know the American school system and yet, these are also not clarified. The definition of cyberbullying used to explain to young people what cyber bullying is could also be debated on its accuracy and authenticity. It could be argued that because of the vague nature of certain aspects of the language, some points become almost meaningless, since the lack of precision takes away the significance of the point, when the reader does not fully understand the language used. The article uses subjective language to its advantage as already mentioned and the article occasionally uses persuasive language, and emotive language, such as; “cruel,” harass,” “threatening,” and “victim,” which tend to bring readers or audiences to sympathise with something. 
In general, the structure of the journal is clear. There is an abstract, two paragraphs of introduction, a paragraph on Methods of their research, a paragraph on the Results and a paragraph on the Discussion. This use of paragraphs is an easy structure to read as they make it clear what is relevant to the different sections of the research and the overall study. However, it is notable that there is no independent conclusion. There is a lack of statistics from the study they are writing about, but they do use statistics from previous studies that two of the authors carried out. There are also no appendices used in this article either. The paragraphs are long but make sense and are not too long, although they may be difficult for some readers. The links between the paragraphs could flow better. However, it is straight to the point and does not interfere with the point of the text. 
In terms of detail and coverage, firstly there are no statistics or data provided in the journal article to support what the authors say they found; only estimations in phrases like “majority of female students” which gives no clarity to what they mean or what a majority is. This article was originally published in 2007 and a lot has changed from then until now, culturally, politically, socially, technologically, amongst others. The journal gives a generalised overview of their findings for “Cobb County School District of Marietta, Georgia.” There were four schools involved (two middle schools and two high schools), with one hundred and fifty participants across the four schools but as readers, we do not know the population of this area or even how many young people live in the area. Therefore, one hundred and fifty participants may be too small of a sample to generalise for an area. However, there are statistics for the socio-economic diversity in the four schools and they used both male and female participants which would give a better overview of how aspects like gender, living conditions, or areas, would affect cyber bullying. There are some recommendations made in the discussion section of the journal, including reinforced and robust strategy, aiming to protect students during the school day. 
Bergman (2023) concludes that cyberbullying can have long lasting effects on these four fundamental areas; psychological health, physical health, emotional health, and mental health. According to a publishing from the United States Government (stopbullying.gov, 2021), there are three ‘special concerns’ to identify cyberbullying which are; it is persistent, it is permanent, and it is hard to notice. At the time of this previously mentioned publishing, all states of the US had laws requiring schools to respond to bullying, and as technology has advanced, many states have now included or mention response to cyberbullying offences or threat under these laws. 
In conclusion, the aim of the article was to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students and the possible need for prevention messages targeting students, educators, and parents. The authors of the journal article make some valid arguments and further recommendations for the schools in question. However, the lack of explanation and precision around some of the references and language decreases the significance of the points being made. 
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