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[bookmark: _GoBack]This study will ultimately answer this question: Should the 80 million Lutherans of today distance themselves from the content and tone of Martin Luther’s writings concerning Islam? And further, is the answer different if one believes Luther’s words should prevail, or who believes a Lutheran spirit should prevail? These two rifts – one between religions and one between synods – put liberal Lutherans in between two groups who do not see the purpose in unifying with them: those who mistrust Christianity because of the words of their founder, and those who mistrust their version of Lutheranism. 
	The present paper begins with an examination of the view of Islam in the West when Luther was born in 1483. While analysing the primary sources of Luther’s writing on the Turks (his term for Muslims), this paper will develop a brief literature review of Luther qua Islam, according to Five Pillars of Luther/anism: Theology of the Cross, Confession and Absolution, Justification by Grace through Faith, Sola Scriptura, and the Two Kingdoms. In applying a theological hermeneutic to Luther’s polemics, this paper will bridge the chasm between the Lutheran bodies, uniting them in the act of distancing themselves from Luther’s writings on Islam.
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