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1. Whilst the term ‘driving’ is not defined under the Road Traffic Act1988, as a general rule what are three elements that a court will take into consideration when determining whether a person is/was driving?: 

1. Control of the steering; AND
2. Control of the propulsion; AND
3. The actions of the person involved must fall within the normal everyday meaning of driving.




2. What is the definition of a ‘motor vehicle’ as defined by the Road Traffic Act 1988?

A mechanically propelled vehicle intended or adapted for use on the road




3. What is the definition of a ‘mechanically propelled vehicle’ and list how such a vehicle can be propelled as defined by the Road Traffic Act 1988.

A vehicle that is constructed so that it can be propelled mechanically.
Steam
Electricity
Petrol
Diesel
Oil 
Gas





4. A road is defined under Section 192(1) Road Traffic Act 1988 as being….?

Any highway, or any other road to which the public has access, and includes bridges over which the road passes.








5. True or False?.....‘Highways’ are defined under Section 5 of the Highways Act 1835 as ‘all roads, bridges, carriageways, cartways, horseways, bridleways, footways, causeways, churchways and pavements’.  
	
True 




6. What is the minimum age for riding a moped?

16 years





7. What is the date of birth of the driver who presents a licence with the number MAYNO612030AF9PT?

3 December 1960.




8. What restrictions apply to a 21-year-old provisional licence holder when driving a motorcar?

•	Display ‘L’ or ‘D’ plates to the front and rear of the vehicle
•	Be supervised by a person of at least 21 years of age who has held a full licence for that class of vehicle for a minimum of three years.

Note.  It will be a question of fact for the magistrates to decide as to whether a qualified driver was supervising a provisional licence holder.  In circumstances where it would appear that a provisional licence holder is not being supervised, for example where a supervisor is asleep, then you should report to consideration of prosecution.
•	Not tow a trailer.




9. What is the minimum legal cover required under Section 143 Road Traffic Act 1988?

Third party as per Part 6 of the Road Traffic Act 1988





10. List the legal minimum information you would expect to find on an insurance certificate.

Time of commencement and expiry, certificate number, insurance company name, vehicle(s) insured, use for which insured, policyholder name, drivers covered.




11. List any three forms of acceptable/alternative insurance other than a certificate of insurance.

Cover note, certificate of deposit, EU document of insurance, international insurance card (green card)





12. If a person produces a photocopy of a cover note to you, have they produced a valid 
certificate of insurance?

No.




13. You stop a lorry, which is being driven by Scott and is owned by him, carrying sand from a local builder’s merchant. The sand is for use by Scott in connection with his business. The lorry has defective tyres. In respect of use/cause/permit, what offences, if any, are committed and who commits them?

a)  Scott is using.
b)  Scott is permitting.
c)  Scott is causing.
d)  Scott commits no offence.




14. Hale owns a Ford Fiesta, which has defective windscreen wipers. He lends the car to Price so that he can go to the cash point to get cash for himself. Both are aware of the defect.  In respect of use/cause/permit, what offences, if any, are committed and who commits them?

a)  Hale and Price are both using.
b)  Hale is using, Price commits no offence.
c)  Hale is permitting, Price is using.
d)  Both commit no offence.






15. There are a number of circumstances when a Traffic Offence Report (TOR) should not be issued.  Please provide an example.

When the driver was not seen or if the offence involves an unattended motor vehicle.
When it cannot be confirmed that the driver of the vehicle concerned holds a valid driving licence
The offence concerned relates to driving without insurance.




16. In a situation where a number of offences are disclosed in the same situation, and with the same motorist, what are your options?

Issue one FPN for the most serious offence and verbally warn for the rest.
Report the offender for all the offences.
Verbally warn for all the offences.





17. State the three instances where you cannot issue a Fixed Penalty Notice. 

To a juvenile under 16 years.
Where the offence involves a road traffic accident.
When it is not possible to issue it at the time of the offence or immediately afterwards.





18. What number of penalty points may make a driver liable to disqualification?

Twelve.





19. If you propose to issue an Endorsable Fixed Penalty Notice, what are the maximum number of existing points that can be present on the driving licence?

Eight.




20. State the wording that may be used when issuing a Notice of Intended Prosecution.

You will be reported for consideration of the question of prosecuting you for exceeding the 30 mph speed limit. (Followed by the caution.)


21. List the six offence types that require an NIP to be given.

Dangerous/Careless/Inconsiderate Driving/Cycling
Aiding and abetting any of the mentioned offences
Failure to conform to certain traffic signs
Failure to conform to officer directing traffic
Leaving a vehicle in dangerous position
Excess Speed



22. List the methods of serving an NIP.

Verbally on the offender at the time of the offence (you must ensure that the alleged offender has heard and understood the warning).
OR
By serving a notice on the offender or owner of the vehicle within 14 days of the offence.
OR
By serving a summons on the offender within 14 days of the offence.
Notices may be served by recorded delivery, registered or first class post.





23. What is the definition of the offence of ‘Death by Dangerous Driving’ under Section 1 Road Traffic Act 1988.

A person who causes the death of another person by driving a mechanically propelled vehicle dangerously on a road or other public place is guilty of an offence.





24. What is the definition of the offence of ‘Driving without due care & attention or reasonable consideration’ under Section 3 Road Traffic Act 1988?

If a person drives a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or other public place without due care and attention or without reasonable consideration for other persons using the road or place he is guilty of an offence.







25. State 3 examples of defences provided by the Road Traffic Act 1988 to the offence of driving without due care/reasonable consideration (Section 3).

· Automatism
· Unconsciousness/sudden illness
· Duress
· Sudden mechanical defect
· Assisting in the arrest of offenders
· Authorised motoring event



26. Which piece of legislation provides a police constable with the power to require a preliminary test in relation to drink/drug driving?

Section 6 Road Traffic Act 1988




27. What is meant by the phrase ‘attempts to drive’? 

Acts more than merely preparatory to driving.
Opening a car door, fumbling at the ignition with keys, even the wrong keys, 
	
	



28. What are the prescribed limits for breath, blood and urine?

35 microgrammes alcohol in 100 millilitres of breath
80 milligrammes alcohol in 100 millilitres of blood
107 milligrammes alcohol in 100 millilitres of urine





29. Section 6E Road Traffic Act 1988 provides a constable with a power of entry following an accident involving personal injury to any person.  For what purposes can a constable legitimately enter premises under this piece of legislation?

Require a person reasonably believed to have been driving, attempting to drive or in charge of a vehicle at the time of the accident to provide a preliminary test

Arrest a person who has provided a positive breath test
Arrest a person who failed to cooperate with a requirement to take one or more of the preliminary tests and who the constable reasonably suspects has alcohol or a drug in their body or is under the influence of a drug.




30. State the offence of disqualified driving under Section 103 of the Road Traffic Act 1988?

A person is guilty of an offence if, while disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence they:
•	Obtain a licence, or
•	Drives a motor vehicle on a road.



31. Is there a requirement to prove any guilty knowledge on the part of the offender?

This is an absolute offence and there is no requirement to prove that the driver knew of their disqualification.




32. What must be proved to obtain a conviction for this offence?

That the person was driving and that the driver was in fact disqualified.




33. What is the definition of a Road Traffic Collision?

Owing to the presence of a mechanically propelled vehicle (MPV) on a road or other public place, an accident occurs whereby; 
personal injury is caused to a person (other than the driver of that MPV) OR
 
damage is caused to a vehicle (other than the MPV or any trailer drawn by it) OR

any animal (other than one in or on that MPV or any trailer drawn by it) OR

any other property, constructed on, fixed to, growing in or otherwise forming part of the land on which the road or other place in question is situated or land adjacent to such land.

What animals can be damaged in an RTC?
Cattle
Horse
Ass
Mule 
Pig
Sheep
Dog
Goat




34. Section 170 Road Traffic Act 1988 outlines the obligations placed on drivers involved in Road Traffic Collisions.  What are these?

Driver must stop
Provide details to any person having reasonable grounds to require them 




35. What details should be provided?

Driver’s name and address
Owner’s name and address
Registration number or ID number of the MPV
If a personal injury RTC - Insurance details





36.  If a driver involved in a RTC fails to comply with the obligations outlined in the Road Traffic Act, what are they required to do?


The driver MUST report the RTC in person to a police officer or at a police station as soon as is reasonably practicable or in any case within 24 hours.



37.  Failing to provide an evidential specimen under S.7(6) of the Road Traffic Act 1988 will only be proved if the person failing to provide a specimen does so, ‘without reasonable excuse.’

In which of the scenarios below would the defendant have such a, ‘reasonable excuse?’

a) JONES fails to provide a specimen because of mental anguish caused by the custody officer’s behaviour.

b) BRENT fails to provide a specimen in the belief that the officer making the requirement did not have the power to do so.


c) AZAM fails to provide a specimen because he does not understand English.

d) BUTCH (a juvenile) fails to provide a specimen because of the absence of an appropriate adult.


38.  Constable TROTMAN is not sure whether the driver of a motor vehicle must produce his driving licence to a constable. Which, if either of the following statements regarding the production of a licence to a constable will be correct?

a) A constable may only require a person supervising a provisional licence holder to produce his or her licence if an accident has occurred or he/she has reasonable cause to believe an accident has occurred.

b) A constable may require any person who is driving a motor vehicle on a road to produce his/her licence.


c) A constable may only require a person supervising a provisional licence holder to produce his/her licence if an accident has occurred or he/she has reasonable cause to believe an accident has occurred, but they don’t need to produce it in person.

d) A constable may require any person driving a motor vehicle on a road to produce his/her licence, but they don’t need to produce it in person.



39.  STOCK is stopped by a constable for a moving traffic offence. As STOCK lowers the electric window in his driver’s door, the officer smells alcohol on his breath. As the officer goes to the police car, STOCK takes a swig from a hip flask and smiles at the officer returning with the alcometer device.

What is the correct procedure that should now be carried out?

a) The officer should arrest STOCK for failing to supply a breath test when required to do so.

b) The officer should arrest STOCK for obstructing the police.


c) The officer should wait 20 minutes and then administer the breath test as STOCK has not ceased to be a, ‘driver.’

d) The officer should administer the breath test forthwith, as STOCK has not ceased to be the driver.



40.  Which, if any, are roads for the purpose of S192 of the Road Traffic Act 1988?

A road leading up to a field where, ‘pick your own’ produce is for sale as well as there being a farm shop.

Only a road leading from the field to the farmhouse, where there is no such shop or reason for the public to go. There are gates at the field and at the farmhouse yard.

a) Only, ‘A road leading up to a field where, ‘pick your own’ produce is for sale as well as there being a farm shop’ is a road for the purpose of S192 of the Road Traffic act 1988.

b) Both are roads for the purposes of S192 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.


c) Neither are roads for the purpose of S192 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.

d) ‘Only a road leading from the field to the farmhouse, where there is no such shop or reason for the public to go. There are gates at the field and at the farmhouse yard’ is a road for the purpose of S192 of the Road Traffic Act 1988.  


41.  In which, if any, of these cases is an offence of driving without due care and attention likely to be committed?

JONES, a bus driver deliberately does not slow down for a ramp and road works, and then drives too fast over the temporary surface, giving the passengers who have been rowdy a very bumpy ride.

SMITH is driving his new automatic car for the first time. Never having driven nan automatic before, he becomes confused, putting his foot on the accelerator instead of the brake. The car collides with the vehicle in front.

a) JONES only.

b) Both JONES and SMITH.


c) SMITH only.

d) Neither JONES or SMITH.


42.  GRIFFITHS is driving along an isolated country road. As he negotiates a severe right hand bend in the road he is faced with a deer standing directly in his path. Unfortunately he is unable to fully avoid the deer and having clipped it, this causes him to leave the road and crash through a fence. With relation to this accident, which of the following will be correct?

a) The driver must report the accident as he has caused damage to the fence.

b) The driver does not need to report the accident.


c) The driver need not report the accident as it is not reportable.

d) The driver must report the accident as an animal was injured. 





43.  Bob JONES has been arrested for being drunk in charge of a motor vehicle under section 4 Road Traffic Act 1988. At the police station he refused to provide a sample of breath when requested. He claimed that he would provide, but only if his solicitor was present. At this time his solicitor was 1 hour away. What are the implications of his refusal?

a) Jones may be required to provide blood or urine, it is a matter for the officer to decide under these circumstances.

b) He commits an offence by refusing.


c) He does not commit an offence and is well within his rights to refuse.

d) The police are obliged to wait for his solicitor.


44.  COLLINS is driving his Ford Fiesta along MAINE ROAD, CWMBRAN when he is involved in a collision with a white Transit van. COLLINS sustains an injury to his neck as a result of the collision. He was able to drive back to work after exchanging details with the other driver.

Do the police have the power to enter and breathalyse COLLINS?

a) No, because COLLINS left his details with the other driver.

b) Yes, because it is after an accident.


c) No, because the other driver was not injured.

d) Yes, because he was injured in the accident.



















45.  Which, if any, of the following drivers needs to report the accident at the police station?

ROGERS drives his car on a road and collides with a keep left bollard. No one is injured, but both the car and the bollard are damaged.

BARSTOW rides his motorcycle on a road and collides with a builder’s unlit skip, and although he is uninjured, the motorcycle is damaged. The skip is not damaged at all. There is no one else at the scene.

VICTOR drives a car owned by HOPKINS on a road and collides with a parked car. Both vehicles are damaged. VICTOR calls at a nearby house and finds the owner of the parked car, gives his name and address to the person and then drives off.

a) ROGERS and VICTOR only.

b) ROGERS only.


c) BARSTOW only

d) None of the drivers









	Tralee, Ireland.
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