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Background and Rationale
Domestic violence is a persistent public health and social care issue in the UK, affecting an estimated 2.3 million adults annually (Domestic Abuse Alliance, 2025). DV includes physical, emotional, sexual, financial and coercive abuse, with serious impacts on the victim’s physical, mental and social well-being (Sivarajasingam., et al 2022). Health and social care practitioners play a key role in identifying victims and offering them support.; however, inconsistencies in training, intervention strategies and referral pathways have been documented (GOV.UK, 2021). Despite national policies and guidance, gaps in knowledge regarding effective interventions and best practices persist. Conducting a scoping review will allow a systematic mapping of existing research, highlighting patterns, effective interventions and areas requiring further exploration.
Research Question
What are the different types of interventions for domestic violence in the UK health and social care?
Research aim and objectives 
The primary aim of this study is to systematically map the existing research on domestic violence interventions in the UK. These objectives are to:
1. Identify and categorise key themes in Domestic Violence interventions and management 
2. Highlight evidence gaps to inform future research, policy and professional practice. 
3. Provide insight into effective strategies for supporting survivors within UK health and social care. 
Methodology
Scoping Review Framework
The review will adopt Arksey and O’Malley’s (2005) framework to provide a systematic and rigorous approach for mapping the existing literature on domestic violence interventions within UK health and social care (Daudt et al., 2013).
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
· Inclusion: Peer-reviewed studies published in English from 2015–2025, focusing on DV interventions, identification strategies or outcomes within UK health or social care settings.
· Exclusion: Non-peer-reviewed literature, studies outside the timeframe or research unrelated to DV or UK health/social care contexts.
Data Collection and Analysis
· Search Strategy: Systematic searches will be conducted in PubMed, CINAHL, Scopus and PsycINFO using keywords such as “domestic violence,” “intervention,” “healthcare,” “social care” and “UK.”
· Analysis: Thematic analysis will identify recurring patterns and key themes:
1. Extract study characteristics, interventions, populations and outcomes.
2. Code and categorise themes.
3. Synthesise findings narratively and in tables to highlight trends, gaps and best practices.
Expected Outcomes
The review will produce a thematic map of DV interventions in UK health and social care, providing a clearer understanding of current strategies, identifying evidence gaps and informing future research, policy and professional practice.
Ethical Considerations
This study uses secondary analysis of published literature and does not require formal ethical approval. Ethical practice will be maintained through accurate citation, transparent reporting and acknowledgement of limitations. Findings will be interpreted responsibly, avoiding misrepresentation and ensuring the review contributes respectfully and ethically to the field of domestic violence research (Munn et al., 2018).
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