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[bookmark: _Toc113536496]Introduction
This assignment critically explores the current physical condition, welfare, and environmental development situation contained by the in the current situation in the healthcare industry the UK. 
This assignment’s main aim is briefly to discuss the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) and summarize the three goals: Goal 3, Good health, and well-being; Goal 4, Quality Education and Goal 17, Global Partnership (SDGs) towards accomplishing the goals of the selected city of London. Furthermore, the UK strategies and initiatives have been lightened to meet the three identified SDGs. 
The local policies of London have been considered to meet the three identified SDGs to narrow down the research. Once the policies are identified, current city (London) status is evaluated for the implementation of SDGs and their benefits. It also presents the extent to which these policies’ implementation progress. In the concluding part of the assignment, recommendations are given for the improvement of policies in meeting the SDGs.
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[bookmark: _Toc113536497]1.0: Briefly discuss of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals

Sustainable Development: is to make sure that poverty is eradicated around the world, we need to take action by 2030 and protect the environment. They are also referred to as Global Goals since they were incorporated by the UN in 2015. As actions in one area influence outcomes in others, the 17 SDGs balance social, economic, and environmental sustainability. Besides, progress for the poorest has been focused on in several countries. SDGs will eliminate poverty, hunger, AIDS, and gender discrimination. Therefore, to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, society must contribute creativity, knowledge, technology, and financial resources (UNDP, 2015). The Sustainable Development Goals aim to promote prosperity while protecting the environment and should be achieved by all countries - rich, poor, and middle-income (United Nations, 2018).  In total, there are 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs), and they are as follows:
1. All forms of poverty must be eradicated worldwide.
2. It is imperative to eradicate hunger, improve nutrition, achieve food security, and encourage sustainable agriculture.
3. Having sound health and well-being are encouraged
4. Promoting long-term learning and providing fair and quality education.
5. Achieve gender equality and eliminate gender biases.
6. Ensure that sanitation and water are available to all as well as sustainable management
7. Eliminate gender biases and provide equal rights and leave no one behind. 
8. Assuring a clean and safe water supply and sanitation system. Ensure sanitation and water are accessible to all through sustainable management.
9. Ensure that all people have access to affordable, reliable, and sustainable energy.
10. The creation of decent jobs and the growth of the economy
11. Develop robust infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization, and encourage innovation.
12. Reduction in inequalities among and within all countries
13. Ensure the sustainability, resilience, and safety of the communities and cities.
14. By controlling emissions and managing renewable energy, we can combat climate change and its effects.
15. Utilize resources sustainably to improve and save life below water.
16. Responsible management and production of consumption and production are essential.
17. Establish institutions that are inclusive and accountable as well as provide justice and peace for society.
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc107460361][bookmark: _Toc111069171][bookmark: _Toc113536498]A detailed discussion of the 3 SDGs: Goal 3, Goal 4, and Goal 17
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[bookmark: _Toc113536499]SDG 3: Health and wellbeing

One of the 17 goals of what UN resolves is goal three and it was established by the organization to ensure that every individual is healthy no matter what their age is. This goal combines the two main aspects such as health, liberty, and right that has been provided to everyone. However, it is also a parameter through which one can measure the sustainable development of nations. The second aspect is the well-being which is a state that is linked with various psychological and physical factors that should be contemplated individually or mutually (Guégan et al., 2018) 
Additionally, to reduce maternal mortality rates, the associated targets aim of reducing the amount of fatalities in babies and children, eliminate outbreaks of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, and other communicable diseases; halt the spread of noncommunicable diseases such as diabetes; combat substance abuse, halve road traffic accident deaths and injuries; assuring access to reproductive wellbeing and care for all women in order to reduce casualties and infections related to harmful chemicals and polluted gasses (United Nations, 2015). 








[bookmark: _Toc113536500]SDG Goal 4: Education

[bookmark: _Hlk111126688]According to Webb et al. (2017), the fourth goal is quality education, which emphasizes equity, inclusion, and long-term learning. Using specific targets can help measure sustainable development in education.
SDG Goal 4 aims to deliver to all individuals the opportunity to learn throughout their lives reasonably with primary and secondary education, resulting in significant learning gains after all having an education is a basic human right. Furthermore, it encourages all countries to enhance and improve their education systems, reversing previous universal educational goals; after all self-respect begins with education which liberates the intellect and unlocks the imagination. We can all contribute to a progressive, prosperous society by learning (Global Goals, 2022).
It is paramount that learners across the board obtain the education and requirements to facilitate sustainable development by 2030. This includes human rights, equality for women and men, encouraging peace and tolerance, citizenship in a global environment, and an awareness of cultural differences (Bond, 2019a). 
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SDG Goal 17: Partnership
According to Desai et.al. (2018), SDG 17 plans to strengthen the comprehensive alliance for Sustainable Development by boosting its means of implementation built upon principles and values of that nation. Collaboration between stakeholders is key to achieve SDG goal 17 as part of the 2030 agenda. The sharing of expertise, technology, and funds is crucial to achieving this objective. For developing countries to achieve their long-term sustainable development targets, global partnerships for sustainable development are essential. Taking an example of using artificial intelligence. Digital technology was very essential during the covid-19 pandemic period although there were some digital challenges for the ageing population. UK Consumer Digital Index 2018 reveals that eight percent of the people cannot operate one out of every five online tasks. More than three quarters (76%) of those are older (Tabassum, 2020).
Vinuesa et al., (2020) describe using sustainable development methodology based on artificial technologies as being efficient, but it could also lead to some negative effects on developing nations as it may increase disparity, both within and between countries, undermining the SDG goal of reducing inequalities. Subsequently, Artificial Intelligence (AI), if applied in workplaces, it can help to boost the capacity to do work easily and more effectively for those that require creativity and empathy. Additionally, using artificial intelligence in healthcare facilities can be improved, and medical organizations can reduce operating costs and increase profitability by implementing AI according to (Marr, 2021)
Baker, C et.al (2020) describe the impact of COVID-19 towards schools in UK being closed, causing students to take advantage of online schooling. Remote schooling requires devices and connectivity, which not all children have access to. Ofcom research showed that 9% of some households didn't have access to these devices at home between January and March 2020. However, computers, tablet devices, and 4G routers will be given out to underprivileged children in the 2020 summer term.

[bookmark: _Toc107460362][bookmark: _Toc113536501]1.2:  Introduction of identified city: London with its difference and current situation.
Carroll, R (2018) defines the difference between the City of London and Greater London, as London being the capital of the United Kingdom, it occupies an area of 607 square miles, making it the largest city in the country. In the City of London, there are 32 other boroughs that are included in this area. Therefore, the governing body for London, the Greater London Authority (GLA) is responsible for overseeing the city of currently nine million and a half people. There is a leadership team that is led by Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London. Meanwhile the City of London has its own government, mayor, and the law enforcement independent of Greater London Authority. 
London has the highest population among all United Kingdom cities due to the higher number of workers, local inhabitants, visitors, and students. Residents of central London also differ demographically as opposed to the rest of the capital. Comparatively to the London typical, the Central Activities Zone (CAZ) as an example, in London’s capital where its government-based businesses are in Canary Wharf is also a hub where young people want to live plus the West-End area than the rest of London (Gidda, 2020) 
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Although, cities like London tend to have a better health care system, a better job market, and a better education system, they additionally face a variety of factors that contribute to mental health problems; this may pose a particularly stressful situation to some people living in that city (London), as well as being exposed to dangerous aspects like financial hardship, loneliness, and other social challenges are among the social challenges people face, reduced leisure time, air and noise, overpopulation, plus traffic congestion, which may add to their vulnerability (Leppänen, 2019).
The Health and Social Care Act of (2012) was enacted to improve the health care system and the lives of the people. Its main purpose is to determine the health and well-being of the inhabitants and then provide a strategy for improvement. However, the increasing population surges the complexities (NHS, 2012)
Heaviside et al. (2017) discuss chronic illness as closely associated with various physical and mental disorders that are more prevalent in densely populated and urbanized areas.
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It was reported that 11,018 people slept on the streets of London during 2020/21. According to the reports, there were a rise of 3% of people seen within the past year than in 2019/20, more so, 75% of the people seen sleeping rough this year were experiencing it for the first time (Crisis, 2021).
According to Johnsen and Jones (2015), the number of rough sleepers in London is in sixth place in the whole of the nation. As a result, this creates a higher rate of crime, drug, and substance abuse among the homeless population. More so addressing the problems caused by these individuals, is the responsibility of the local authority. 
The Central London Rough Sleepers Committee (CLRSC) is a charitable group, and its purpose is to provide a friendly environment for vulnerable people to rest, eat, and cohesiveness in Central London through the provision of a safe place. In the past, rough sleepers were invited to attend events held by local day centres every two weeks or so. In most cases, volunteers are responsible for organizing and running the meals. An average of 60-75 guests attends each event (Central London Rough Sleepers Committee, 2008).

[bookmark: _Toc113536502]1.3: UK policies and initiatives identified to meet the 3 SDGs

Government policy setting in the UK was based on these guidelines in Securing the Future. It is imperative that a policy respects all five of these guidelines to be sustainable. Achieving environmental health, social justice, sustainable economic development, effective leadership, and the appropriate use of scientific evidence are among the goals (Public Health England, 2020). 
The following are some the policies UK government targeted before, according to the UN 2030 agenda:
· UK safeguard is important and ensures stability by avoiding conflict but demonstrates its capability and operating effectively with partners.  Whenever necessary, UK must provide military support to its allies and partners amidst global competition and security threats. It remains one of the defining features of British defence policy that we can project power in this manner (Ministry of Defence, 2021)
· According to Nurunnabi, Almusharraf, and Aldeghaither (2020) explain how the UK government was able to provide support to businesses during Covid-19, and assured safe returns to work, and providing effective vaccines is a key component of achieving Sustainable Development Goal 3 
· A key factor in achieving equality, diversity and inclusiveness within an organization is ensuring that the people who work within the broader society in which they live, work, and play to achieve diversity within the UK (Mazzotta, 2018).
· It is expected that £80 million of this ground-breaking deal will be allocated to active travel schemes. This means that more people will be able to walk or ride their bikes across the capital, this is another government strategy to reduce traffic jams and emission levels in the nation’s capital. In addition, as part of this project, there will be brand new Piccadilly line trains, for millions of people commuting to and from London on the District, Metropolitan, Hammersmith and City and Circle lines with these changes and developments (GOV.UK, 2022).
· About 9000 dedicated police officers will be hired by 2023 to address ongoing criminal activities in local areas and the sentences given to the dreadful offenders are also on progress to date.  Streets being safer when crime prevention strategy is implemented according to the office of the prime minister (Gov.uk, 2021)
· Everyone's movement was affected by Coronavirus, and we all suffered significantly during this pandemic period. This brought about fear and anxiety with all types of transport by the public, therefore, to build this trust, the government ensured safety, reliability, and inclusivity during the recovery process from COVID-19 (Department for Transport, 2021).

· To make sure that the debt of highly indebted developing nations is ultimately sustainable, UK must promote debt financing, eliminate debt, and reform debt, whenever necessary. In addition, UK must reduce the external debt of these heavily indebted countries (Bond, 2019b).  
· To ensure that education is inclusive and equitable, and it should be emphasized that it is an essential part of life for everyone. London's educational outcomes are exceptional across all key stages. In the long run, there will be fewer young people and adults lacking access to education, jobs, or training opportunities.
· The Mayor of London believes that every child should be treated with respect and included in school, irrespective of their sexuality, or the family from which they come (London City Hall, 2020).
· Furthermore, UK must boost national revenue collection by providing international assistance to low-income countries, for example through tax collection, 
· 







[bookmark: _Toc113536503]1:4 Local policies of London city identified to meet 3 SDGs
Sustainability concerns have plagued London and the rest of the United Kingdom for many years. Several policies and initiatives are in place at the national and municipal levels, including those relating to social integration, growth in GDP, homelessness, health, education, and poverty.
Some of London’s initiatives are as follows:
· To ensure that infants and adolescents are in a safe environment by implementing robust safeguarding practices. There must be no risk posed to children by volunteers and adults working at the school (Promethean, 2018). 
Ofsted (2022) requires providers to inspect and regulate methods for preventing harm, negligence, and mistreatment of children and vulnerable adults effectively in schools.
· London's child population has grown rapidly, therefore, new schools have opened, particularly primary and secondary schools. Transport for London (TfL) has funded nearly 350 School Streets throughout London to combat air pollution and improve the health of children. Students are encouraged to walk or cycle to school during drop-off and pick-up to reduce carbon emission (Mayor of London, 2021). 
· Homeless households in London occupy two-thirds of shelters. As a result of London Councils' analysis, short-term housing is 10 times more common than elsewhere. The likelihood of having dependent children is higher in London. 70% of the 42,290 temporary housing households in London have children. 'Everyone In' is a government initiative launched in March 2020 in response to housing 6,000 rough sleepers in London. Many rough sleepers were housed in emergency facilities like hotels by the London governing bodies and the Greater London Authority during covid pandemic of 2019. Almost half of those who have been assisted to leave the streets remain in emergency housing with no guarantees of benefits. Around six hundred and fifty slumbers sleep on London's boulevards every night, according to data from the boroughs.

1:5 Reviewing the status of city/borough to meeting the 3 SDGs
The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has been asked by the London Assembly's Education Committee to support and promote the development of an educational system which is more inclusive. This will address the disparity between those who have access to education and those who do not (Greater London Authority, 2020a).
The vulnerable and disadvantaged low-income families suffered a great deal during the Covid-19 pandemic. This pandemic further interrupted the childhood and education system in ways that have the greatest detrimental effect on already disadvantaged and vulnerable children, such as a scarcity of IT equipment in low-income families and an increased risk of famine and abuse (UNESCO, 2020).
Students from low-income backgrounds do not have access to free school meals because of their circumstances. This educational inequality also has an impact on the economic and societal advantage of a country; therefore, it is well known that families of low income have a higher risk of poverty and social mobility due to a lack of access to primary early education (Ainscow, 2016)
[image: ]
In addition, there are “Girls' Education Campaign and the Platform for Girls' Education”, and UK is one of the pioneering countries when it comes to girls' education. The former Foreign Secretary committed £212 million in UK grants in support of one million girls at risk by 2030 to attain twelve years of effective educational opportunities. Phase One, Phase Two of the Girls' Education Challenge displays the UK's responsibility to an equal gender playing field where girls in risky situations need to be reached, particularly those with special needs (Bond, 2019c).
Free school meals (FSM) can be used as an indicator of poverty for around one fifth of the students in London. Those eligible for FSM do slightly better than their non-eligible counterparts, according to research. To close the gap between underprivileged students and those from privileged backgrounds, it is urgent to reduce the disparity between them (Greater London Authority, 2020b) 
UK's contribution to the SDGs goal 17 as partnering and coordinating resources, including Official Development Assistance (ODA). These contributions, however, may be undermined if they are not coherent with a few other regulations include:  those on transnational exchange and investment. Through a strengthened domestic revenue collection capability and global fiscal security, the goal is to emphasize the importance of mobilising financial resources for developing countries from getting out of hardship and lessen their debt distresses. Therefore, to achieve SDG 17, a global partnership is needed (Bond, 2019c) 


















[bookmark: _Toc113536504]Recommendations

To reach the sustainable objective, few areas need to be concentrated:
· In addition to taking action with the challenges of COVID-19, policymakers must support the longer-term reform efforts of the NHS. An ageing population, multimorbidity, and the need to promote health and well-being throughout life must be addressed before we can resolve the strategic issues posed by an ageing population and acute services (NHS,2022).
· Enhancing the safety, trust, and diversity of the network as the nation begins to recover from the effects of Covid-19 by building confidence in the system of transportation.
· The legal system should be able to deliver justice in a timely manner to reduce crime. By increasing capacity, we will increase the volume of cases, improve the courts and tribunals system, help victims, tackle violence and abuse, and ensure the justice system supports those who are most disadvantaged (Ministry of Justice, 2021).
· Reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality by greening transportation countrywide.
· Improve the quality of apprenticeships and the spread of apprenticeships across all industries and to provide equal opportunity in the workplace to all groups, including those that are marginalized in the labour force and enhance their salaries (Apprenticeships and social mobility: fulfilling potential, 2020).

· There will be a positive impact on the environment because of cleaner air and water, less waste, and thriving wildlife with everyone’s involvement.
· Providing NHS with more resources, innovation, and enhancing health benefits requires a heavy emphasis on levelling the playing field (NHS,2022).
· Integrated community management prevents problems from developing by ensuring primary care and community care are available at the right time. The campaign to increase access to disadvantaged groups, particularly in areas with historically limited service must continue. This can result to fewer unintended effects of imprisonment e.g., losing employment or housing as it is a great opportunity for their rehabilitation. 
· London Youth Assembly recommends that the Mayor of London conduct further research to understand how funds are lacking for young people in London. Education should be accessible to all young people equitably (LYA, 2021). 

· To provide community mental health services to more children, adolescents and broaden access. It is necessary to increase the prominence of technical and higher technical education as an alternative to A-levels and a three-year bachelor's degree, and to ensure that technical education and training meet the needs of local, national, and international businesses.
· Restructuring the postsecondary education accountability structure and simplifying the financing system to produce positive results (GOV.UK, 2022)
































[bookmark: _Toc113536505]Conclusion

In this report, the United Nations presents 17 Sustainable Development Goals as an action plan to fight poverty, education, health, and the well-being of people around the world. The report provides a descriptive and critical assessment of these goals.
Besides, achieving these three Sustainable Development Goals, the Government must take several strong and effective initiatives: for example, introducing several policies and campaigns for the minorities. Goal three emphasizes the importance of health and well-being for everyone, and its aims is to ensure equal opportunities for everyone. Unfortunately, there are gaps between the low-income communities, rough sleepers living in the city who can barely afford due to the socio-economical status as opposed to those living in Kensington.
As part of a revised framework to promote and support employee inclusion in the UK, an inclusion component should be included. This will encourage diverse commitments as well as inclusive behaviours.
Greater London is also facing several issues in providing sustainable health facilities to their people, rights of quality education are also affected in the city due to gender, financial, cultural, and social disparities. Consequently, reducing inequalities as well as giving all Londoners decent jobs and income could reduce homelessness and improve public health at the same time. Additionally, the mayor must continue to work closely with stakeholders to unlock green investment. Several policies are also identified in this report that the government and authorities should adopt to achieve sustainable development goals in the city of London.
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